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Key Messages 
With the objective to work for a sustainable urban future, UN-Habitat has 
identified and focused its projects to support the country on key areas such as:
•• Promoting a better quality of life for people in the cities with access to 

decent housing and to a more safe and resilient environment.

•• Formulating and implementing policies and strategies to face rapid 
urbanization and the concentration of population in cities.

•• Defining strategies to ameliorate the productivity and competitiveness 
of cities to foster social inclusion. Promoting social and spatial balance to 
decrease inequalities and inequity in Colombian cities.

•• Generating spaces that allow a direct participation of citizens in decision 
making processes in cities, and foster consciousness and responsibility 
around urban areas and environment.

•• Promoting a regional vision beyond intra-urban areas, with a priority on 
urban-regional sustainability, integration of cities with their surroundings, and 
consideration of basic services and vital and commercial connectivity.

•• Promoting a new paradigm of urban planning in Colombia towards more 
compact, connected, integrated and inclusive cities.

• Secretaria Distrital de Desarrollo Economico 
(SDDE) - Bogotá • ECOPETROL • ISVIMED 
- Medellín • Departamento Nacional de 
Planeación–DNP • FOPAE, Secretaría de 
Medio Ambiente - Bogotá • Asociación 
de Ciudades Capitales de Colombia-ACCC 
(Association of Colombian Capital Cities) • 
Ministerio de Vivienda (Ministry of Housing) • 
Departamento Nacional de Planeación (DNP) • 
Agencia Presidencial de Cooperación (APC) • 
Financiera de Desarrollo FINDETER • Cámaras 
de Comercio • Asocapitales • Ecopetrol • 
Alcaldía de Bogotá • Medellín y Santa Marta • 
Fedesarrollo • BID • CAF • UNDP • UN-Women.

Colombia is a country with more than 45 million people and with an urban population of about 75%. Cities in Colombia face great 
challenges related to the urban growth process. Some issues such as social inequality, unsustainable resources management, 
development and security gaps inside urban areas, pose a great number of challenges for the cities.
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1996: UN-Habitat opens Regional Office for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (ROLAC) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

2002: ROLAC opens programmemes in Mexico, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Cuba, Haiti and Costa Rica. 
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Timeline of UN-Habitat’s Interventions in Colombia

Impact in Colombia

UN-Habitat delivering on the SDGs towards the New Urban Agenda

2016: ROLAC consolidates four main regional hubs: Bogotá, 
México City, Port-au-Prince and Rio de Janeiro to better 

support the New Urban Agenda in the region.

2016: Confirms programme to support cities and urban areas 
across all 32 administrative departments of Colombia.

2012: Colombia is selected as pilot country to 
develop a new global programmeme on Achieving 

Sustainable Urban Development (ASUD).

2012: Publishes analysis of climate change impacts 
on Colombian cities as part of the Global Urban 

Economic Dialogue series.

2013: Launches First National Report on the State 
of Colombian cities.

2014: Supports preparation of the Montería Communique to 
strengthen urban-rural linkages and recognize the role of small 
and intermediate sized cities in sustainable urban development.

2014: UN-Habitat and Municipality of Medellín organize the 
Seventh World Urban Forum

2015: Initiates programmeme on cities and post-conflict; 
launches policies and toolkits to link municipal finance with 
urban expansion and prosperity.

Through the pilot project, ‘Participatory 
and Inclusive Land Readjustment’ (PILaR), 

supporting the City of Medellin to undertake 
a land readjustment for city densification 

and regeneration in an inclusive and 
sustainable manner.

In partnership with the Metropolitan Area 
of the Aburrá Valley (AMVA), supporting 

urban planning and land management in the 
metropolitan area of Aburrá Valley.

Through enhanced public-private partnerships, 
supported training to some four dozen entrepreneurs 
in leather and footwear design, with over 100 new 
designs introduced to the market. 

Through the National Urban Strategy, 
formulating the national policy for 

the system of cities and institutional 
strengthening for the association of 

Colombian capital cities.

Through the Achieving Sustainable Urban 
Development (ASUD) programmeme, 
supporting the city of Bogotá in enhancing 
economic opportunities of agglomeration; 
in the City of Medellin, supporting the 
enhancement of the Mayor´s Office of 
Medellín in the Municipal Development Plan 
of “Construyamos unidos un hogar para la 
vida” (Lets build a home for life); in Santa 
Marta, implementing capacity building 
efforts for sustainable urban development.

Established an index of prosperity, 
disaggregating the 5 elements of prosperity: 
Quality of Life, Infrastructure, Productivity, 
Sustainable Environment and Equity and 
Social Inclusion to support authorities 
and decision makers at various levels of 
government to formulate and improve public 
policies that directly affect the quality of life 
of the population living in cities.


