
1

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: 
ST. JOHN’S URBAN PROFILE

INSERT PICTURE



2

Copyright © United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), 2011 
All rights reserved 

United Nations Human Settlements Programme publications can be obtained from 
UN-HABITAT Regional and Information Offices or directly from:
P.O. Box 30030, GPO 00100 Nairobi, Kenya.
Fax: + (254 20) 762 4266/7
E-mail: unhabitat@unhabitat.org
Website: http://www.unhabitat.org 

This St. John’s report and project was prepared and managed by Denzil Solomon - PSUP National Focal Point, Chief 
Town and Country Planner; Frederick Southwell - PSUP National Co-ordinator;  Carlos Browne - PSUP Focal Point for 
All Saints Village, Chief Housing Officer; Wilbert Burke - PSUP Focal Point for St. John’s City, Senior Building Inspector; 
Onika Campbell - Ministry of Agriculture Communication Consultant,; Jedidiah Maxime - Director of Agriculture; Ivor 
David – Superintendent of the St. John’s Police Station; and Austin Joseph – Financial Comptroller, St. John’s Development 
Corporation.

This report was also managed by Kerstin Sommer, Alain Grimard, David Kithakye, Mathias Spaliviero, and Doudou Mbye 
in Nairobi.

HS Number: HS/019/12E 
ISBN Number(Series): 978-92-1-132023-7 
ISBN Number:(Volume) 978-92-1-132434-1 

DISCLAIMER

The designation employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, 
city or area, or of its authorities, orw concerning delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or regarding its economic system 
or degree of development. The analysis, conclusions and recommendations of the report do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), the Governing Council of UN-HABITAT or its 
Member States. This document has been produced with the financial assistance of the European Union. The views expressed 
herein can in no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the European Union.

Excerpts from this publication may be reproduced without authorisation, on condition that the source is indicated.

Photo credits: © UN-HABITAT

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Design and Layout: Florence Kuria

Printing: UNON, Publishing Services Section, ISO 14001:2004 - certified.

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN SETTLEMENTS PROGRAMME

            TABLE OF CONTENTS



3

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: 
ST. JOHN’S URBAN PROFILE

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN SETTLEMENTS PROGRAMME

FOREWORDS								          5

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY								          6

BACKGROUND								          7

GOVERNANCE 							                    12

SLUMS AND SHELTER							                    14

GENDER AND HIV/AIDS, SAFETY AND SECURITY 							                    17

DISASTER MANAGEMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE ENVIRONMENT					     21

CULTURAL HERITAGE								        25

BASIC URBAN SERVICES								        28

LAND								        30

PROJECT PROPOSALS 								      

ST. JOHN’S CITY								        33

DISASTER MANAGEMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE ENVIRONMENT				                 34

BASIC URBAN SERVICES								        28

LAND								        30

            TABLE OF CONTENTS



4

FO
R

EW
O

R
D

S

4



5 5

FO
R

EW
O

R
D

S

FOREWORDS

According to 
research published 
in UN-HABITAT’s1 
flagship report, The 
State of the World’s 
Cities 2010-2011, 
all developing 
regions, including 
the African, 
Caribbean and 
Pacific states, will 
have more people 
living in urban than 
rural areas by the 
year 2030. With 
half the world’s 

population already living in urban areas, the challenges 
we face in the battle against urban poverty, our quest for 
cities without slums, for cities where women feel safer, 
for inclusive cities with power, water and sanitation, 
and affordable transport, for better planned cities, and 
for cleaner, greener cities is daunting. 

But as this series shows, there are many interesting 
solutions and best practices to which we can turn. After 
all, the figures tell us that during the decade 2000 to 
2010, a total of 227 million people in the developing 
countries moved out of slum conditions. In other 
words, governments, cities and partner institutions have 
collectively exceeded the slum target of the Millennium 
Development Goals twice over and ten years ahead of 
the agreed 2020 deadline. 

Asia and the Pacific stood at the forefront of successful 
efforts to reach the slum target, with all governments 
in the region improving the lives of an estimated 172 
million slum dwellers between 2000 and 2010. 

In sub-Saharan Africa though, the total proportion of 
the urban population living in slums has decreased by 
only 5 per cent (or 17 million people). Ghana, Senegal, 
Uganda, and Rwanda were the most successful countries 
in the sub-region, reducing the proportions of slum 
dwellers by over one-fifth in the last decade. 

Some 13 per cent of the progress made towards the 
global slum target occurred in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, where an estimated 30 million people have 
moved out of slum conditions since the year 2000. 

Yet, UN-HABITAT estimates confirm that the progress 
made on the slum target has not been sufficient to counter 
the demographic expansion in informal settlements in 
the developing world. In this sense, efforts to reduce the 
numbers of slum dwellers are neither satisfactory nor 
adequate. 

1	 UN-HABITAT - United Nations Human Settlements Programme

As part of our drive to address this crisis, UN-HABITAT 
is working with the European Commission and the 
Brussels-based Secretariat of the African, Caribbean 
and Pacific (ACP) Group to support sustainable urban 
development. Given the urgent and diverse needs, we 
found it necessary to develop a tool for rapid assessment 
and strategic planning to guide immediate, mid and 
long-term interventions. And here we have it in the 
form of this series of publications.

The Participatory Slum Upgrading Programme is based 
on the policy dialogue between UN-HABITAT, the 
ACP Secretariat and the European Commission which 
dates back to the year 2002. When the three parties met 
at UN-HABITAT headquarters in June 2009, more 
than 200 delegates from over 50 countries approved a 
resounding call on the international community to pay 
greater attention to these urbanization matters, and to 
extend the slum upgrading programme to all countries 
in the ACP Group.

It is worth recalling here how grateful we are that the 
European Commission’s 9th European Development 
Fund for ACP countries provided EUR 4 million (USD 
5.7 million at June 2011 rates) to enable UN-HABITAT 
to conduct the programme which now serves 59 cities 
in 23 African countries, and more than 20 cities in six 
Pacific, and four Caribbean countries. 

Indeed, since its inception in 2008, the slum upgrading 
programme has achieved the confidence of partners at 
city and country level in Africa, the Caribbean and in 
the Pacific. It is making a major contribution aimed 
at helping in urban poverty reduction efforts, as each 
report in this series shows." 

I wish to express my gratitude to the European 
Commission and the ACP Secretariat for their 
commitment to this slum upgrading programme. I 
have every confidence that the results outlined in this 
profile, and others, will serve to guide the development 
of responses for capacity building and investments in 
the urban sector.

Further, I would like to thank each Country Team for 
their continued support to this process which is essential 
for the successful implementation of the Participatory 
Slum Upgrading Programme. 

Dr. Joan Clos 
Executive Director, UN-HABITAT
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OVERVIEW
“Slums in many cities are no longer just marginalized 
neighbourhoods housing a relatively small proportion 
of the urban population; in many cities, they are the 
dominant type of human settlement, carving their way 
into the fabric of modern-day cities, and making their 
mark as a distinct category of human settlement that 
now characterizes so many cities in the developing 
world.” - UN-HABITAT

With over half the world population living in cities, it 
is estimated that one in every three urban dwellers now 
lives in a slum. The total slum population today exceeds 
one billion. 

The daunting daily challenges poverty-stricken slum 
dwellers face range from a lack of basic services and 
infrastructure such as water and sanitation, to a lack of 
security of tenure and job opportunities.

A large number of them live in the African, Caribbean, 
and Pacific regions, which is why the European 
Community, through its agency EuropeAid and 
the Intra-ACP Fund, provided 4 million Euros for 
UN-HABITAT’s Participatory Slum Upgrading 
Programme. 

One of the most important impacts of the programme is 
that it brings together a wide range of stakeholders and 
urban actors. Local and national government, private 
and informal sector, civil society, non-governmental 
organization, academia, and research institute 
representatives join bilateral and multilateral partners 
to discuss the major challenges and how best to address 
them. 

Such collaboration is advantageous, especially the 
involvement of target groups, who often know best 
how to improve living conditions. Innovative planning, 
programme formulation, and resource mobilization will 
reinforce partners as they meet the future demands of 
our growing cities.

ST. JOHN’S AND ITS CRITICAL 
ISSUES

OVERVIEW OF ST. JOHN’S CITY

St. John’s, situated in Antigua, is the capital of the three-
island nation of Antigua, Barbuda and Redonda.  St. 
John’s City has a population of about 25,000 - 32% of 
the country’s total population. The next largest urban 
area in the country, All Saints Village, has a population 
of about 4,000; St. John’s is therefore a primate city. A 
primate city is defined as being “at least twice as large as 
the next largest city and more than twice as significant” [ 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Mark Jefferson in 1939].  A primate city is number one 
in its country in most aspects, like politics, economy, 
media, culture, and education.

St. John’s, at the head of a deeply indented harbour, is 
not only the residential capital of the country, but the 
commercial, entertainment and administrative centre as 
well.  Tourism is important, and the harbour has been 
dredged to accommodate deep-draft (35 feet) cargo and 
cruise vessels. Because of the city’s British colonial past, 
it is blessed with a number of historic buildings and 
heritage sites which are important for heritage tourism, 
especially in light of the fact that most tourist cruise 
ships that visit the country dock in St. John’s Harbour 
and the tourists disembark directly into downtown St. 
John’s.

Though St. John’s may be one of the most developed 
and cosmopolitan municipalities in the Lesser Antilles, 
it has its share of problems and issues.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ST. JOHN’S 
CITY
In the year 1666, only a small group of houses existed 
along the Cove, the area which would later be called 
St. John’s Harbour. The harbour was large, and though 
shallow, it was ideal for loading the English colony’s 
exports into small boats, which were sailed out to 
merchant ships anchored offshore. The main produce 
then was sugar, tobacco, indigo, and ginger. In 1667, 
the town of St. John’s was less important than Falmouth 
Town, as the latter possessed Antigua’s first church and 
courthouse and was in close proximity to the important 
Nelson’s Dockyard Naval facilities. However, by 1689, 
St. John’s had grown to be the same size as Falmouth, 
and by 1701 it became the island’s premier trading 
town seconded by Parham Town. This may have come 
about as sugar was developed to become the colony’s 
dominant export and St. John’s was more accessible than 
other settlements to the central sugar growing plains.  
Also, the largely calm St. John’s Harbour, being situated 
on the leeward side of the island, was more feasible for 
anchoring ships; Falnouth and Parham Harbours were 
further windward.  
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In 1702, St. John’s was laid out with cross (grid) streets, 
the public market was established and many wharfs 
were constructed. The town became a city in 1842 and 
covered an area of about 150 acres (less than a quarter 
square mile). The first St. John’s Anglican Church was 
built in 1681. The present St. John’s Anglican Cathedral 
was completed in 1845 near the earlier site, and today 
is a salient landmark and national icon as it dominates 
the city’s skyline with its immense size and height and 
serves as a major tourist attraction.

Today, the city of St. John’s sprawls across the coast of 
St. John’s Harbour. It has grown considerably since the 
early 18th century, but particularly during the past 40 
years. It now covers an area of well over four square 
miles and embraces villages and communities that were 
once considered rural. The city houses roughly a third of 
the total population of the country. Its central business 
district (CBD), however, is more or less confined to 
limits of the original 18th century town (North Street 
up to Independence Avenue which was formerly East 
Street, across to South Street, and bordered on the west 
by the St. John’s Harbour shoreline). While a great deal 
of rebuilding and new construction has taken place 
over the years, much of the old town still remains, with 
plenty of wooden and stone buildings having colonial 
architecture and streets with their original layout.  

St. John’s has been the administrative centre of Antigua 
and Barbuda since the islands were first colonized in 
1632, and it became the seat of government when the 
nation achieved independence in 1981.
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BACKGROUND

INTRODUCTION

Urban Profiling 

The St. John’s Urban Profiling consists of an accelerated, 
action-oriented assessment of urban conditions, 
focusing on priority needs, capacity gaps, and existing 
institutional responses at local and national levels. 
The purpose of the study is to develop urban poverty 
reduction policies at local, national, and regional 
levels, through an assessment of needs and response 
mechanisms, and as a contribution to the wider-ranging 
implementation of the Millennium Development Goals. 
The study is based on analysis of existing data and a 
series of interviews with all relevant urban stakeholders, 
including local communities and institutions, civil 
society, the private sector, development partners, 
academics, and others. The consultation typically 
results in a collective agreement on priorities and their 
development into proposed capacity-building and other 
projects that are all aimed at urban poverty reduction. 
The urban profiling is being implemented in 30 ACP1 
countries, offering an opportunity for comparative 
regional analysis. Once completed, this series of studies 
will provide a framework for central and local authorities 
and urban actors, as well as donors and external support 
agencies. 

METHODOLOGY

The Participatory Slum Upgrading Programme 
consists of three phases: 

Phase one consists of the rapid profiling of urban 
conditions at national and local levels. The capital city, 
a medium-sized city, and a small town are selected 
and studied to provide a representative sample in 
each country. The analysis focuses on seven themes; 
governance; slums and shelter; safety and security, 
gender and HIV/AIDS; disaster management, climate 
change and the environment; cultural heritage; basic 
urban services; and land. Information is collected 
through standard interviews and discussions with 
institutions and key informants, in order to assess 
the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats 
(SWOT) of the national and local urban set-ups. The 
findings are presented and refined during city and 
national consultation workshops and consensus is 
reached regarding priority interventions. National and 
city reports synthesise the information collected and 
outline ways forward to reduce urban poverty through 
holistic approaches.  

Phase two builds on the priorities identified through 
pre-feasibility studies and develops detailed capacity-
building and capital investment projects.

1	 ACP - African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States

Phase three implements the projects developed 
during the two earlier phases, with an emphasis on 
skills development, institutional strengthening, and 
replication. 

This report presents the outcomes of Phase One at the 
local level in St. John’s.

URBAN PROFILING IN ST. JOHN’S

The urban profiling in St. John’s is one of two similar 
exercises conducted in Antigua and Barbuda; the other 
urban profiling centres are All Saints.

 Representatives from St. John’s who included local 
and national government, private and informal 
sector representatives as well as civil society and non-
governmental organizations, academia, research 
institutes, and bilateral and multilateral partners 
elaborated together where major challenges are and how 
best to address them. The aim was to develop options 
for formal inter-agency collaboration in order to create 
a coordination body integrating a wide range of urban 
stakeholders in a single response mechanism.

REPORT STRUCTURE 

This report consists of:

1.	 a general background of the urban sector in St. 
John’s, based on the findings of the St. John’s City 
Assessment Report, a desk study, interviews, and 
a city consultation. The background includes data 
on administration, urban planning, the economy, 
the informal and private sector, urban poverty, 
infrastructure, water, sanitation, public transport, 
street lighting, energy, health, and education;

2.	 a synthetic assessment of the following seven main 
thematic areas: governance; slums and shelter; 
safety and security, gender and HIV/AIDS; disaster 
management, climate change and the environment; 
cultural heritage; basic urban services; and land. 
In terms of the institutional set-up, regulatory 
framework, resource mobilization, and performance; 
this second section also highlights agreed priorities 
and includes a list of identified projects;

3.	 a SWOT2 analysis and an outline of priority project 
proposals for each theme. The proposals include 
beneficiaries, partners, estimated costs, objectives, 
activities, and outputs. 

2	 SWOT - Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats
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TOPOGRAPHY OF ST. JOHN’S

Much of St. John’s is situated on a wide and fairly gentle 
slope that dips from east to west to meet St. John’s 
Harbour. The area is extensive enough to have allowed 
continued built expansion and urbanization over the 
centuries. 

The area is fortunate, as well, to be bordered by fairly 
flat or gently undulating land that has enabled access by 
a number of main roads from the countryside, such as; 
All Saints Road, Factory Road, Old Parham Road, Frias 
Hill Road, Fort Road, Bendals Road, Golden Grove 
Main Road, and Five Islands Road linking to Hatton 
Road.

The area’s fairly gentle gradient has allowed good rain 
and waste water runoff across much of the city (some 
areas presently flood during rains, due to poorly designed 
and maintained street drains) while facilitating ease of 

building and road construction and easy movement of 
pedestrians and powered transport (horse and cart in 
times past and automobiles today). The land’s gentle 
uniform slope, together with its high concentration of 
clayey loam soil, has caused the water table to be high. 
This high water table has produced a number of natural 
springs and enabled the development of wells in and 
around the city, which served as a valuable source of 
water for residents in colonial days. The high water 
table however, has the drawback of making septic soak-
a-ways impractical in some parts of the city, leading to 
improperly treated sewage effluent being discharged 
directly into drains and to residents resorting to using 
the “Night Soil System”, where latrines are fitted with a 
tub that is periodically collected by a trailer and dumped 
elsewhere.

THE GRADIENTS OF SOME AREAS IN ST. JOHN’S CITY

Area of slope Gradient (Expressed 
as a ratio)

Remark

From the Antigua Grammar School west to St. John’s Harbour 1:58.2 Gentle gradient

From Her Majesty’s Prison west to St. John’s Harbour 1:44.6 Gentle gradient

From the Country Pond west to St. John’s Harbour 1:39.7 Gentle gradient

From Independence Avenue west along St. Mary’s Street to St. John’s 
Harbour

1:57.5 Gentle gradient

From the Cenotaph west along High Street to St. John’s Harbour 1:47.9 Gentle gradient

From the Botanical Gardens west to St. John’s Harbour 1:34 Hill Top, about 100 feet 
above sea level. 

Fairly gentle gradient

From the Nurses’ Home at Holberton Hospital west to St. John’s Harbour 1:23.8 Hill Top, about 100 feet 
above sea level. 

Fairly gentle gradient

From the St. John’s Anglican Cathedral westward to where Church Street 
meets St. John’s Harbour

1:18.8 Hill Top, about 100 feet 
above sea level. 

Fairly gentle gradient

From the Premier’s Residence west to St. John’s Harbour 1:25.7 Hill Top, about 100 feet 
above sea level. 

Fairly gentle gradient

From Michael’s Mount (before part of the top was graded to build the 
Mount St. John’s Medical Centre) west to St. John’s Harbour

1:13.5 Hill Top, about 100 feet 
above sea level. 

Fairly gentle gradient

From the Nurses’ Home at Holberton Hospital west to St. John’s Harbour 1:23.8 Hill Top, about 100 feet 
above sea level. 

Fairly gentle gradient

From new Parliament Building west to St. John’s Harbour 1:23.1 Hill Top, about 100 feet 
above sea level. 

Fairly gentle gradient

Source: Vazquez V, 2009, Water and Sanitation Needs Assessment for Blantyre City, Malawi.

TABLE 1: THE GRADIENTS OF SOME AREAS IN ST. JOHN’S CITY
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The moderately uniform slope is punctuated by a few 
distinct hill tops (some are mentioned in the Table 
above) that have been strategically utilized for their 
views, natural cooling and defensive purposes in the 
past. Two such hills that have had defensive forts built 
on them during the colonial era are Rat Island Hill and 
Goat Hill.  

Near the coastline of St. John’s Harbour, the coastal 
plain becomes so flat and low-lying that in many parts 
it is prone to flooding during heavy prolong rains.  Such 
areas include: parts of the Point Community, Lower 
North Street, Green Bay and Perry Bay, Lower Market 
Street, parts of Villa Area, and parts of Yorks.

CLIMATE

The typical climate for St. John’s, and for Antigua and 
Barbuda in general, is Tropical Maritime. This climate 
is characterized by warm temperatures year-round, 
moderated by the gentle Northeast Trade Winds that 
blow almost constantly from across the Atlantic Ocean. 
There is little seasonal temperature variation, though 
the air gets a bit cooler in the winter months of the 
northern hemisphere.  Rainfall is low relative to the 
more mountainous Caribbean islands, and the average 
annual rainfall is 1,150 millimetres.  Periodical droughts 
tend to occur roughly every seven years.

DEMOGRAPHICS OF ST. JOHN’S

The majority of the population of St. John’s reflects 
that of the rest of Antigua: people of African descent/
Black (91 percent), mixed ancestry (4 percent), 
Caucasian/White (2 percent), Syrian/Lebanese 
(1 percent), East Indian (1 percent), and other (1 
percent)3.

St. John’s has a population of about 25,000 – 
30,000, roughly 32 percent of the country’s total. 
The 2001 Census of Population and Housing for 
Antigua and Barbuda puts St. John’s  population 
at 24,451, and the country’s population as 76,886.  
The Census projected the country’s population by 
2010 to grow to 90,801; and if the city’s population 
was to remain at 32 percent of the national, then it 
could be projected to have increased to 29,056 by 
2010.

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES IN ST. JOHN’S

St. John’s is well known for its various stores, 
supermarkets, shopping malls as well as boutiques 
that sell designer jewellery and haute-couture clothing. 
There are also many independent, locally-run 
establishments, selling a variety of fashions.
1.	 Antigua and Barbuda 2001 Census of Population and Housing

St. John’s attracts tourists due to its many exclusive 
resorts and its cruise ships which dock in its harbor at 
Heritage Quay and Redcliffe Quay several times a week.  
Tourist activity in St. John’s is concentrated in the two 
harbour front complexes:

1.	 Heritage Quay is a two-story shopping centre 
that is a favourite with cruise ship passengers who 
shop for duty-free, designer and locally made 
products. The elegantly designed complex has 
over 50 diverse air conditioned shops, as well as a 
casino, numerous restaurants and an attractive hotel 
overlooking the harbour. The Quay is also popular 
for its local entertainers and festive atmosphere.  
The uniqueness of Heritage Quay is its Finger Pier, 
which allows berthing of two or more large cruise 
ships simultaneously. This gives the cruise ship 
passengers the luxury of disembarking from the ship 
into duty free shopping. The pier is also equipped 
with the necessary utilities such as water, telephone 
and electricity.

2.	 Redcliffe Quay is more rustic and historic, where 
shops, restaurants and galleries occupy restored 
stone buildings and wooden huts. The atmosphere 
is more laid-back and intimate. There are also many 
colourful vendors in the area selling batik pareos, 
T-shirts, woven and wooden products, paintings, and 

POPULATION BY PARISH

Parish Total Male Female

76,886 36,109 40,777

St. John’s City 24,451 11,400 13,051

St. John’s Rural 20,895 9,754 11,141

St. George’s 6,673 3,166 3,507

St. Peter’s 5,439 2,595 2,844

St. Phillip’s 3,462 1,643 1,819

St. Paul’s 7,848 3,652 4,196

St. Mary’s 6,793 3,212 3,581

Barbuda 1,325 687 638

Source: Antigua and Barbuda 2001 Census of Population and 

Housing.

TABLE 2: 
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jewellery. There is a large finger pier next to Redcliffe 
Quay that berths two or more tourist ships.

The St. John’s Development Corporation (SJDC) (the 
statutory body charged with developing and managing 
the city) in conjunction with the Wings Travel Agency, 
has launched a tour of St. John’s. The tour which was 
launched on December 1, 2005 during the annual 
Tourism Blast Off activities, has exposed visitors to the 
areas of the city which are of historic value as well as 
introduced them to the traditions and ways of life of 
the local people.

The Museum of Antigua and Barbuda in St John’s 
displays a collection of items on the island’s history, 
geology and culture.  Further, tourists are only a walking 
distance from some of the spectacular and important 
historic buildings and sites, including; St. John’s 
Anglican Cathedral, Ebenezer Methodist Church, The 
Cenotaph, Prince Klass Memorial, The Country Pond, 
Rat Island Citadel, Government House, Westerby 
Memorial, V.C. Bird Memorial and V.C. Bird Statue, 
St. John’s Court House (now used as the Museum of 
Antigua and Barbuda), and the National Archives which 
house the “Codrington Papers” and other important 
historical documents and records.

The investment banking industry has a strong presence 
in the city. Many major world financial institutions 
have offices in St. John’s.

There are fruits and vegetables, meat, fish, and craft 
markets on the southwestern edge of the city where 
fresh produce, meats and fresh fish, as well as crafts and 
souvenir items are sold daily.

The Antigua Rum Distillery is located near the Rat 
Island Citadel and is the only rum distillery on the 
island. Annual production yields more than 180,000 
gallons of the famous bottled Cavalier and English 
Harbour Rums.

CULTURE OF ST. JOHN’S CITY

There are several museums in St. John’s, including the 
Museum of Antigua and Barbuda and the Museum 
of Marine Art - a small facility containing fossilized 
bedrock, volcanic stones, petrified wood, a collection 
of more than 10,000 shells, and artefacts from several 
English shipwrecks. There is also the National Archive 
that houses the “Codrington Papers” and other 
important historical documents and records.

St. John’s is where the country’s largest and grandest 
festival is hosted annually, held for a little over one 
week from the end of July into early August. It is held 
to commemorate the emancipation of the people of 
Antigua and Barbuda from slavery on 1st August 1834, 
and the increased spending at this time does much to 
stimulate the local economy. The many visitors that 

come from other countries for the festival also result in 
a significant injection of monies into the economy.  The 
Antigua Recreation Ground, Antigua and Barbuda’s 
national stadium located in St. John’s, is the main venue 
for the carnival celebrations.

A few miles east of St. John’s is the Sir Vivian Richards 
Stadium, a multi-use stadium in the North Sound area, 
that was created mostly for cricket matches, and has 
hosted the matches during the 2007 Cricket World 
Cup. 

The Botanical Gardens, established in 1893, is near the 
intersection of Factory Road and Independence Avenue. 
This small park’s many flowers and shady trees, benches 
and gazebos provide a quiet refuge from the bustle of 
activity in the city.

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA’S EXHIBITION AND 
CULTURAL CENTRE

Antigua and Barbuda’s Exhibition and Cultural Center 
(more commonly known as the Multi-Purpose Cultural 
Centre), is located in Perry Bay towards the southwest 
end of the city, and is a major centre for official and 
cultural activities in the country. It hosts local, regional 
and international conferences, weddings, receptions, 
cultural events, conventions, and trade shows.  The 
centre is comprised of a conference centre that has the 
capacity to seat over 200 persons, a cultural centre with 
a capacity of over 600 persons, an exhibition hall with a 
capacity of over 2500 persons, a VIP conference room, 
and an amphitheatre for outdoor performances. It also 
features a VIP room and function rooms, a cocktail 
lounge and restaurant and bar facilities, and vehicle 
parking facilities. 

ST. JOHN’S MARKET COMPLEX

The newly rebuilt St. John’s Public Market Complex 
is where most farmers and vendors sell their fruits, 
vegetables and other agricultural products.  

Next to the public market is the craft market where 
locals sell their indigenous and creative arts and crafts.  
Leather and shell work, crafts made from fish scales, 
souvenirs, T-shirts, bags, hats, locally made soaps and 
fragrances, and other items depicting Antiguan culture 
and lifestyle are sold here.
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GOVERNANCE

OVERVIEW

As Head of State, Queen Elizabeth II is represented 
in Antigua and Barbuda by a Governor General 
who acts on the advice of the Prime Minister and 
the cabinet. Antigua and Barbuda has a bicameral 
legislature: a 17-member senate appointed by the 
Governor General mainly on the advice of the Prime 
Minister and the leader of the opposition, and a 17-
member popularly elected House of Representatives. 
The Prime Minister is the leader of the majority 
party in the House and conducts state affairs with 
the cabinet. The Prime Minister and the cabinet are 
responsible to Parliament. Elections must be held at 
least every 5 years but may be called by the Prime 
Minister at any time. National elections were last 
held on March 12, 2009.

Constitutional safeguards include freedom of 
speech, press, worship, movement, and association. 
Antigua and Barbuda is a member of the Eastern 
Caribbean Court System. Jurisprudence is based on 
English common law.

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT FOR ST. JOHN’S

Day-to-day municipal management activities and land 
use planning for St. John’s are handled by the statutory 
body, the St. John’s Development Corporation, 
under the institutional provisions laid out in the St. 
John’s Development Corporation Act (Cap. 392). 
The corporation has been engaged in the following 
activities:

PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

•	 Chief of State - Queen Elizabeth II

•	 Governor General - H.E. Louise Agnetha Lake-
Tack

•	 Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs - 
Winston Baldwin Spencer

•	 Ambassador to the United States and the OAS - 
Deborah Mae Lovell

•	 Ambassador to the United Nations - Dr. John 
Ashe

1.	 Developing, managing and maintaining the Heritage 
Quay Shopping Centre.

2.	 Providing operational facilities for and regulating 
the activities of St. John’s City vendors.

3.	 Preventing sales of pirated entertainment products 
by street vendors.

4.	 Managing, regulating and maintaining the St. John’s 
Public Market Complex.



1313

ST
. J

O
H

N
’S

 U
R

B
A

N
 P

R
O

FI
LE

 -
 G

O
V

ER
N

A
N

C
E

5.	 Regulating the activities of taxies and other tour 
operators, especially in Heritage and Redcliffe 
Quay.

6.	 Managing the Multi-Purpose Cultural Centre at 
Perry Bay, St. John’s.

7.	 Ensuring that St. John’s City is kept clean and 
aesthetically pleasing.

8.	 Cooperating with the Police Force to:  (i) control 
city crime and maintain security for tourists;  (ii) 
control city traffic and regulate parking, particularly 
in the downtown areas on cruise ship days. 

9.	 Managing two finger piers (at Heritage Quay and 
Redcliffe Quay) where most of the cruise ships to 
the country dock.

10.	Formulating local area plans that would improve the 
general flow and efficiency of the city, especially in 
the downtown areas.

A HISTORY OF THE ST. JOHN’S 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

In 1986 by an Act of Parliament, St. John’s Development 
Corporation was formed. This statutory body was 
made responsible for the re-enhancement and orderly 
development of the main commercial centre, St. 
John’s City. This corporation was facilitated to bring 
alive the vision of creating a duty free shopping and 
entertainment complex which would revolutionize 
shopping in Antigua and more so the Organization of 
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS). Heritage Quay was 
the first of its kind in the Lesser Antilles and was seen as 
a catalyst for economic activity in St. John’s. 

Heritage Quay was the first project of the St. John’s 
Development Corporation and became functional in 
August 1988, though it was not officially opened until 
November 4, 1988. The development of Heritage Quay 
has breathed new life into the downtown district and 
has added immeasurably to the attractiveness of St. 
John’s. 

Additionally, Heritage Quay has improved the shopping 
environment in St. John’s and has also created the 
financial background where St. John’s Development 
Corporation could press on with its longer term 
development goals for the city.

The vision of the St. John’s Development Corporation 
is “To have a vibrant city that the citizenry and visitors 
can be proud of, and one that reflects in character 
and the cultural make-up of the people’s heritage.  A 
city that is well laid out, with attractive shopping 
and commercial areas that are clean, safe, secure, and 
people friendly, a city that provides a level of physical 
and social infrastructure with facilities that reflect its 
role as a modern city.  A city with green areas that are 
well manicured and rich with flora that punctuates the 
urban landscape.” 

Mission of the St. John’s Development Corporation: 

•	 To guide the implementation of a programme for 
the renewal and modernization of the City of St. 
John’s, bearing in mind its cultural and architectural 
history. 

•	 To consolidate commercial and administrative uses 
in St. John’s City in a clearly defined Central Business 
District (CBD). 

•	 To facilitate opportunities for economic activity and 
employment which reflect the skills of the population 
and economic priorities of the Government. 

•	 To optimize the use of prime waterfront land around 
the harbour. 

•	 To maintain the residential character of St. John’s 
in clearly defined neighbourhoods surrounding the 
Central Business District, and provide land for a 
variety of housing types, to meet the varied needs of 
the resident population. 
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SLUMS AND SHELTER

Population growth, the changing structure of the 
economy and the process of urbanization and 
commercialization are exerting severe pressure on 
available land resources and housing. Factors increasing 
the demand for housing include:

•	 Population growth

•	 Continuing growth in immigrant workers and their 
families

•	 Increase in demand for affordable housing

The Antigua State College (ASC) Report estimates that 
the Central Housing and Planning Authority is only 
able to meet 40 percent of the demand for residential 
land due to artificial land shortages in the land market.  
Low and middle income earners are often unable to 
purchase land in the private market where prices are 
higher. 

The price of housing is beyond the reach of many 
residents of St. John’s. While the demand for housing 
is real, the effectiveness of that demand is determined 
by the purchasing power of those who are in need of 
housing.

SQUATTING

Squatting appears to have become a more serious and 
widespread problem in recent times for the following 
reasons:

1.	 Land prices keep soaring. As a result, low and middle 
income earners feel they have no other recourse but 
to squat on idle land. A quarter acre of land in the 
suburbs that sold for about EC $12,000 in the 1980s 
is now on the market for EC $80,000 and above.

2.	 The inexpensive Crown land market is unreachable 
for most land buyers, as there is on average about 
300 Government plots for sale annually while 
the waiting list is between two to three thousand 
applicants. Additionally, even the prices of Crown 
land have been climbing over time and are now out 
of reach for some low-income earners.

3.	 The huge influx of Caribbean immigrants over the 
past few decades has resulted in much of the cheap 
available land being bought off, and has raised the 
demand and consequently the cost of buying land. 

4.	 Rich expatriates and resort tourists have come to 
Antigua in recent years and bought land at prices 
that are many times above the local rate. Therefore, 
some locals are reluctant to sell their land to locals 
when they can fetch much higher prices from foreign 
buyers. 

5.	 Some squatters are aware that if they are able to 
remain squatting on a piece of private land for 15 
or more years, they will by law be able to claim 
squatters-rights to the land.  
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6.	 Although it is against the law, some squatters 
have been able to obtain electricity from the 
Antigua Public Utilities Authority and water 
services (for example at Perry Bay, Booby Alley 
at North Street and Yorks New Extension).

7.	 Many landowners in Antigua reside in other 
countries and as a result are not able to regularly 
check their land for encroachers. 

8.	 Government agencies that have the responsibility 
of monitoring and evicting squatters are under-
staffed and under-equipped to deal effectively 
with this problem that has become fairly 
widespread.

PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF LAND FOR HOUSING

Housing projects done by Government agencies are 
frequently announced before approval is granted for 
the subdivisions. The Development Control Authority 
admits to having difficulties in enforcing the approval 
procedures. Without the adequate planning and 
development control evaluation, the following occurs 
with relative frequency:

•	 Inefficient use of land in public sector projects 
where land has been purchased in excess of what is 
required. 

•	 Siting of projects in areas prone to flooding, for 
example, the Yorks New Extension and Golden 
Grove New Extension residential subdivisions.

•	 Failure of both private and public sector developers 
to provide adequate infrastructure; a situation that 
eventually burdens the Central Government which 
must provide for and maintain the infrastructure. 
This is the case with some housing developments 
at Cooks New Extension and Golden Grove New 
Extension; and 

•	 Installation of infrastructure which is not in 
conformity with standards.

On time provision of infrastructure and utilities in 
new subdivisions remain a problem in the country. 
Government agencies and private developers are guilty 
of selling lots in new subdivisions and extensions to 
existing villages before roads are paved and in some cases 
before water and electricity are available to lot owners, 
resulting in functional and aesthetic deficiencies. 
The problem is particularly severe when residential 
subdivisions are placed in poorly drained sites without 
adequate street side drains and sidewalks. (Sustainable 
Island Resource Management Zoning Plan: State of 
the Country Report for Antigua and Barbuda - Draft 
January 2010).

INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE HOUSING 
SECTOR

The institutional structure within Antigua and 
Barbuda’s housing sector is fragmented. While the 
Central Housing and Planning Authority is the main 
public sector agency responsible for building houses 
for sale and for rent, there are many other government 
agencies and departments which have a key role to play 
in the housing delivery process (for example; Antigua 
Public Utilities Authority, Public Works Department, 
Central Board of Health, Development Control 
Authority, Antigua and Barbuda Development Bank, 
the Antigua and Barbuda Investment Authority, and 
the National Mortgage and trust Company Limited) 
but there are no formal mechanisms for ensuring 
systematic co-ordination between these various agencies 
and departments. This has resulted in overlapping of 
activities, duplication of efforts, and conflicts between 
organizations carrying out similar activities, particularly 
in the planning, development and allocation of public 
lands.

DATA ON THE HOUSING SECTOR IN ST. 
JOHN’S  

Slum population in urban St. John’s 

Year: 2005
Population: 1,333

Year: 2001
Population: 1,656

Year: 1990
Population: 1,518
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CASE STUDY -  SQUATTING CONDITIONS AT PERRY BAY, ON THE SOUTHWEST END OF ST. 
JOHN’S (JUNE 2011) 

Approximately 200 squatters were found to be living in Perry Bay, on land owned by the Perry Family. The squatter 
settlement is sometimes called, “Tinning Village”, and consists mainly of closely built shanty-type houses arranged 
along a narrow strip that is bordered on the south by the perimeter wall of the Perry Bay Playing Field and hemmed 
in on the north by a long, earthen and open water-filled drain that is on average 4 to 5 feet wide.

Though most of the houses are shanty in nature, their condition varies from just a collection of board-sheets roughly 
nailed together to pretty decent-looking houses. Toilet facilities are extremely poor and consist of the following:

•	 Latrines built directly over the open drain at the back of the settlement.

•	 Water closets whose septic pipes empty raw sewage directly into the open drain.

•	 Water closets whose septic pipes flow into septic tanks, and whose semi-treated effluent goes directly into the open 
drain. There are no soak-a-ways.

Many of the houses are built right next to the highly polluted drain. When this drain floods, as it often does when it 
rains, it overflows into the houses. Therefore, the risk of disease outbreaks is high. The squatters claim that the flood 
waters take about two hours to recede into the nearby bay.  

Despite the houses being very congested, some squatters rear chickens in pens and cages right next to their homes, 
and the excrement from these animals adds to the risk of disease in the area. Rats which are common in the area also 
increase the risk of diseases spreading. 

Some of the houses are illegally connected to the Antigua Public Utilities Authority electricity lines and meters. The 
electricity extension chords which run from one house to another constitute a major fire hazard, especially because 
these houses are constructed of flammable wood and are close to each other.

Majority of squatters are immigrants from the Dominican Republic, and are a mixture of men, women and 
children of varying ages. Immediate measures need to be taken to clean up the squatter settlement because of the 
risk of disease out-breaks this squatter settlements pose to the nearby communities of Green Bay and Gray’s Farm. 
Additionally, the settlement is in clear view of the tourist cruise ships when they dock at Heritage and Redcliffe 
Quays and are an eyesore. 
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GENDER AND HIV/AIDS, SAFETY AND SECURITY

GENDER AND POVERTY

The Poverty Line is a monetary measure of the minimum 
consumption, in dollar terms, of goods and services that 
would allow a household to meet its basic needs. Persons 
are considered poor if their expenditure falls below the 
poverty line. The poverty or indigent line for Antigua 
and Barbuda in 2006/06, based on prices that existed 
at the time, was estimated at EC $2,449 (US $917) per 
annum or EC $6.71 (US $2.51) per day. According to 
a Kairi study (2007), Antigua and Barbuda’s indigent 
population was estimated to be 3.7 percent. In other 
words, 3.7 percent of the population could not afford 
the minimum nutrition required to maintain good 
bodily health.

The Vulnerability Line is set at 125 percent of the poverty 
line. It shows the number of persons who are at risk of 
falling into poverty, should an unexpected event such as a 
natural disaster or economic shock occur. In this regard, 
the research showed that an additional 10 percent of the 
population was deemed to be vulnerable.

The two districts in the nation with higher than average 
poverty levels were St. John’s and St. Philip’s. This high 
rate for St. John’s City is due to it being the destination 
of the rural-urban drift, as well as of economic migrants 
from abroad. 

It was found that low paying jobs tend to keep women 
vulnerable and in poverty, and limited their ability to 
provide for their children. Their efforts to cope by taking 
more than one job resulted in their children being left 
unattended for long periods, and as a result becoming 
vulnerable to abuse and delinquency.  

In St. John’s and the rest of Antigua, both men and 
women have equal access to housing loans and mortgage 
financing but not necessarily equal opportunities. 
Women’s lower income levels pose a greater limit than 
men on the size and quality of housing they can access 
and procure, especially when a woman is the head of a 
single-parent household.  

The issue of teenage pregnancy and the treatment of 
girls who fall victim reflects the continuing challenges 
females face in the society. School girls who become 
pregnant are sometimes forced to drop out of school.  
Pregnancy usually means the end of formal education 
for girls if they do not choose to attend post-school and 
adult education programmes.

In the estimation of the Gender Affairs Directorate, 
immigrant female workers are the ones most likely to 
suffer abuse. They are exploited financially and sexually, 
forced into prostitutions, and fall victim to human 
trafficking. 

The resource constraint faced by the Gender Directorate 
limits the extent to which it can deal with these problems. 
However, by cooperating with other agencies, it has been 
able to have some impact. It distributes information 
leaflets to private clinics and is always on the look-out 
for opportunities to bring gender and poverty issues to 
the attention of the authorities and the public at large.
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR GENDER 
VICTIMS OF ASSAULT

The Antigua and Barbuda Sexual Offences Act 
(Number 9 of 1995) criminalized marital rape. 
However, this criminalization extends only to certain 
circumstances, as follows:

1.	 Sexual assault by a husband in certain 
circumstances.

2.	 The Domestic Violence Act (No. 3 of 1999) 
provides for protection orders by means of 
summary proceedings in cases involving domestic 
violence and for related matters.

SERVICES FOR GENDER VICTIMS AND 
SURVIVORS

Emergency housing operated by Hour Glass 
Foundation (Year: 2001, an NGO initiative). While 
there is no shelter dedicated to victims of domestic 
violence, a non-governmental organization “Hour 
Glass Foundation” operates Hero House and arranges 
emergency housing for three to five days for victims of 
domestic violence. This programme utilizes the homes 
of volunteers for the placement of persons in need of 
emergency accommodation.

The Directorate has recently collaborated with Hero 
House enabling the extension of services to skills 
training and the provision of a building which can be 
used by a small number of battered women in need of 
emergency shelter.

THE SUNSHINE HOME OPERATED BY THE 
SALVATION ARMY  

The Salvation Army operates the Sunshine Home, an 
institution for girls in difficult circumstances as well as 
girls in conflict with the law. It is reported that the main 
causes of institutionalization are parental abuse, incest 
and delinquencies (running away from home). As is 
the case with other children’s homes in the Caribbean, 
there is no physical separation made between abused 
and delinquent girls. The girls are generally admitted 
to the Home pursuant to a Fit Person’s Order granted 
by the Magistrate Court in response to an application 
made by the Citizen’s Welfare Department.

HOTLINE FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  

The Directorate of Gender Affairs operates a hotline for 
domestic violence. The hotline is serviced by a group 
of trained volunteers under the supervision of the 
Directorate.

HIV/AIDS EPIDEMIC

OVERVIEW OF THE AIDS EPIDEMIC

Known as the ‘gateway to the Caribbean’ since the 
end of the 18th century because of its advantageous 
location, Antigua and Barbuda is considered a minor 
trans-shipment port for the illegal passage of narcotics 
bound for the United States and Europe. It appears that 
the existence of this gateway has had an impact on drug 
use and other social behaviours, especially among the 
youth.

Deaths from HIV-related causes were among the ten 
leading causes of death and in people aged between 
20-59 years, AIDS was the leading cause of death (30 
deaths which represented 9.8 percent of all deaths) in 
this age group.

The economy depends heavily on tourism for foreign 
exchange, employment and government revenue. This 
dependence, coupled with the introduction of casinos 
and gambling spots, has resulted in the growth of sex 
work. HIV is no longer just a health issue; it is also 
a social issue, a human rights issue and an economic 
issue. This disease affects young adults just as they are 
in the most reproductive years of their lives, when they 
should be contributing to the economic development of 
the country and raising their children. It also affects our 
young women and children.

STATISTICS ON TYPE OF 
ABUSE IN COMPLAINTS OF 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Types of Abuse Number Percentage

Verbal abuse 15 37

Physical abuse 31 78

Threats to kill 
children/family

4 10

Damage to 
property

4 10

Personal 
harassment

16 40

Source: Directorate of gender affairs.

TABLE 3: 
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The first case of AIDS in Antigua-Barbuda was reported 
in December 1985 in a homosexual male and since then 
and up to the end of September 2007, a cumulative total 
of 663 people tested positive for HIV and a cumulative 
total of approximately 250 AIDS cases were reported to 
the AIDS Secretariat. By December 2009, the number 
of people who tested positive for HIV/AIDS were 815. 
A total of 163 people have died from AIDS-related 
causes, giving a 65 percent fatality rate. Since the advent 
of free Anti-retroviral Treatment in September 2004, 
the death rate from HIV/AIDS has remained below 
10 persons per year. Heterosexual transmission is the 
leading mode of acquiring HIV.  

Determinants of the epidemic include multiple sexual 
partners, prostitution, sex tourism, inconsistent condom 
use, and underlying psycho-social and economic factors 
which include an increasing migrant labour population; 
mobility among native Antiguans; interest in high-end 
commodities which stretch earning power; and gender 
inequalities.

Activities aimed at fighting HIV/AIDS spread include 
social marketing of condoms; school-based AIDS 
education for youth; Voluntary Counselling and Testing; 
HIV/AIDS programmes for sex workers, homosexuals 
and other most-at-risk populations; and programmes 
to ensure safe injections in health care settings.  People 
living with HIV are also being provided with the 
appropriate medical care, home care and supportive 
palliative care.

SAFETY AND SECURITY 

CRIME

St. John’s City and the country as a whole is classified 
as having a low to moderate crime rate, compared to 
other industrialized countries.  However, in recent years 
up until 2009, there has been an increase in incidences 
of crime. The murder rate for the year 2006 was 12, 
and for 2009 it went up to 19. However, according 
to the new Commissioner of Police, Vere Brown, 
incidences of murder in 2010 were less than half that 
for 2009. Incidences of rape also came down by nearly 
300 percent. The overall crime figures by the end of 
December 2009 were 2,407 reported incidences but 
by the end of December 2010, they had reduced to 
1,960. (Source: Interview of Antigua and Barbuda 
Commissioner of Police Vere Brown, December 22, 
2010. View this on the Internet:  http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=H0gdUuPEpgA).

Incidences of rape and indecent assault were 41 in 2006 
and 35 in 2007. With the capture, death and prosecution 
of a number of rape suspects in the last couple of years, 
the incidences of rape for the period 2010-2011 have 
dropped significantly. This is partly because members 
of the public have been more forthcoming with 
information.  

Communities that were most affected by an increase in 
rape cases in the mid to late 2000s are located in and 
around St. John’s City. They include Grays Farm, Green 
Bay, Ottos, Browns Avenue, Martins Village, Whener 
Road, Nut Grove, Golden Grove, and Johnson’s Village. 
In an effort to combat rape, women’s groups like Women 
Against Rape (WAR) and Professional Organization for 
Women in Antigua and Barbuda (POWA) launched 
a media campaign meant to sensitize and educate the 
public on ways to protect and safeguard women from 
rape. The Police Force set up a special Rape Unit to 
exclusively handle rape cases and also stepped up its 
“community policing campaign” to win the confidence 
of the public so that people with crime information 
would feel free to share this information with the police. 
To this end, a confidential 1-800 telephone hotline 
was made available. Further, notices were published in 
newspapers, aired on the electronic media and posted 
on billboards in various communities asking people to 
report any crime information they may have.  

Another reason for the increased crime rate, according 
to the Government, was the increase in the number of 
deportees from the United States. Caribbean Common 
Market (CARICOM) delegates met with the United 
States Department of Homeland Security to discuss 
this issue. They suggested that criminal records of all 
deportees be provided to the countries. The British High 
Commissioner to the Caribbean stated, however, that 
recent studies have shown that there is no definitive or 
significant link between criminal deportees and actual 
crimes committed in the Caribbean region.  

In an effort to curb crime, a number of senior Canadian 
“Mounties” (policemen) were appointed on contract to 
top positions in the Antigua and Barbuda Royal Police 
Force, where their considerable experience in crime-
fighting and police administration could be put to good 
use. In 2010, Mr. Vere Brown, a citizen of the country, 
with considerable police training and a decorated police 
career, was as Commissioner of Police. In an effort to 
boost crime fighting initiatives, 48 new police constables 
were recruited to the Police Force in 2007.   
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The Antigua and Barbuda Royal Police Headquarters is 
situated along the American Road, on the east periphery 
of St. John’s City. The city centre itself is served by St. 
John’s Police Station on the corner of Newgate and 
Market Streets, and St. John’s Fire Station on the corner 
of Factory and Coronation Roads. The latter is manned 
by fire policemen. There is also a small police station in 
Gray’s Farm that serves all the residential communities 
at the southwest end of the city (Gray’s Farm, Green 
Bay, Perry Pay, Cooks, and Ottos).

FIRE DISASTER	

Challenges faced by the Antigua and Barbuda Fire and 
Rescue Services:

1.	 Close proximity of buildings, especially those that 
are old and dilapidated.

2.	 The illegal practice of obtaining electricity from over 
head power lines or persons sharing electricity with 
neighbouring houses via electricity extension cords. 

3.	 Vehicular obstructions due to either small and 
poorly-surfaces road-ways, or indiscriminate parking 
in St. John’s City, mainly in Grays Green, Gray Hill, 
Golden Grove, Ottos, Brown’s Avenue, and Point/
Villa areas.

4.	 Inadequate Fire Hydrants in St. John’s and its the 
environs.

5.	 Inadequate fire safety measures in commercial 
buildings in St. John’s.

Measure taken to correct hazards:

1.	 Demolishing of several high-risk unoccupied 
buildings.

2.	 Eliminating any fire spread risk in case of fire, 
by boarding-up any unoccupied or abandoned 
buildings.

3.	 Reporting any discoveries of illegal use of electricity 
to Antigua Public Utilities Authority, with the view 
of criminal persecution.

4.	 Filing reports of incidents of actual or potential 
obstruction on road-ways to the health department 
and/or police station, and having these vehicles 
towed.

5.	 More building inspection and enforcement.

Corrective measures needed for implementation:

1.	 Implementation of a fire prevention code.

2.	 Installation of a sprinkler system in new buildings.

3.	 Holding property owners of abandoned buildings 
accountable for damage caused to other people’s 
property as a result of fire outbreaks.

4.	 Installation of a new hydrant system in St. John’s.

5.	 Strong legislation in respect to parking; an emergency 
lane should be established.

6.	 Making it mandatory for extinguisher training, 
installation of smoke detectors, and other fire 
prevention measures in commercial spaces.

7.	 The establishment of a dedicated fire prevention and 
awareness unit within the fire department.

8.	 The use of fire-resistant materials in the construction 
of new buildings.

9.	 Stringent policing.

10.	The establishment of a search and rescue unit within 
St. John’s Fire Station.
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DISASTER MANAGEMENT, CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND THE ENVIRONMENT

DISASTERS

FLOODING

The passage of Hurricane Omar close to Antigua in 2008 
saw a record breaking 6 inches of rain fall in the space 
of just 2 hours. This led to serious flooding in St. John’s 
which resulted in many business remaining closed for a 
period of time after. Stocks and revenue were lost. The 
floods also led to destruction of property.

Physical conditions that may have exacerbated the 
problem of flooding:

•	 Many of the street drains were blocked with garbage 
and plywood and planks were left in place where the 
drains were recently cast over with concrete.

•	 Many of the drains were poorly designed and 
constructed, being too small, too shallow or 
crooked.

•	 Some areas close to the coast tend to be flat and 
low-lying and thus are more prone to becoming 
flooded.

•	 Some natural drains were overgrown with 
vegetation.

•	 As more and more land around the city becomes 
paved or occupied by buildings, infiltration of 
rain water into the ground becomes less and, 
consequently, runoff increases.

STORMS / HURRICANES

High winds and hurricanes have always been a concern 
for people living in St. John’s. It is said that the many 
huge Mahogany trees present all over the city were 
planted in colonial times as windbreakers against 
hurricanes that periodically struck the island.

An unusually large number of hurricanes and storms hit 
Antigua and Barbuda within a narrow ten year period: 
Hurricane Hugo (1989), Hurricane Luis (1995), 
Hurricane Marilyn (1995), Hurricane George (1998), 
Hurricane Jose (1999), and Hurricane Lenny (1999).

Hurricane Luis was by far the most devastating. This 
hurricane damaged and destroyed 90 percent of 
buildings in Antigua and Barbuda for the following 
reasons:

•	 The cyclone was very huge in size and had a very 
slow forward speed, as a result, it lingered over the 
islands for a long time.

•	 The winds were very strong, bordering between 
categories 4 and 5.

•	 The last two hurricanes to strike Antigua before this 
were in 1950. As a result, modern building codes, 
methods and materials had become lax. As a result, 
many buildings were vulnerable to wind and rain 
damage.
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EARTHQUAKES

Like most of the islands of the Eastern Caribbean, 
Antigua and Barbuda lies on a convergent plate margin 
– where the crustal plate beneath the Atlantic is colliding 
with the Caribbean plate. Because of this, these islands 
experience fairly frequent earthquakes. Most of these 
quakes are mere tremors, but occasionally a very 
powerful one may strike and cause much damage to 
buildings and to the local economy. Examples of these 
took place in Antigua in 1843 and again in 1974.	

The 1974 earthquake had a magnitude of 7.5, making it 
one of the largest earthquakes of the year, worldwide, in 
terms of seismic energy released at the earthquake source.  
Fortunately, the source was tens of kilometres from the 
nearest inhabited land. The  damage was most costly to 
Antigua, though there were no deaths. The Cathedral of 
St. John’s, built at the site of the cathedral destroyed in 
the 1843 earthquake, suffered extensive damage to its 
masonry exterior. The new deepwater harbour facility at 
St. John’s was also damaged. Equipment and buildings 
in the West Indies oil refinery, on the outskirts of St. 
John’s, were damaged, and thousands of barrels of crude 
oil leaked from tanks. 

On 8th February 1843, the biggest earthquake known 
to have affected the Eastern Caribbean occurred, with a 
magnitude of 8.5.  It was felt from St. Kitts to Dominica.  
In Antigua, the English Harbour sank. Thirty people on 
the island lost their lives.

FIRES

Fire outbreaks in the city are mainly as a result of the 
following factors:

•	 Buildings in many areas are very close to each other, 
which makes the spread of fires much easier. In slum 
areas in particular, landowners often rent land spots 
to too many house owners, resulting in overcrowding 
of houses which increases the risk of fires spreading 
and causing serious damage when they occur.

•	 Only 60 percent of buildings are equipped 
with smoke detectors, sprinkler systems and fire 
extinguishers.

•	 Many buildings have less than the minimum 
required 20-foot street setback.

•	 Faulty electrical wiring is a fire hazard in some 
buildings.

•	 Occasional power outages and surges have triggered 
fires in some buildings. 

•	 Buildings under construction are not monitored 
closely enough by the Development Control 
Authority (DCA) to ensure that all fire-safety 
standards are met.

•	 There is little use of fire-retardant materials in 
building construction.

A number of commendable measures are already in 
place to deal with the fire outbreaks:

1.	 There are a number of fire-hydrants around the city. 
These fire hydrants have restricted parking in front 
of them to allow ease of access by fire trucks. 

2.	 Close proximity of the St. John’s Fire Station ensures 
quick response to fire calls.

3.	 The fire station has recently procured a fleet of ultra-
modern large-capacity fire trucks.

4.	 Vehicle parking has recently been restricted to only 
one side on many streets and to linear-parking 
instead of feather-parking, so as to allow swift and 
easy access by fire trucks and other emergency 
vehicles.

DROUGHTS

Antigua and Barbuda are prone to periodical droughts, 
which occur roughly every seven years. Even though 
the Northeast Trade Winds that constantly blow across 
the country are warm and moisture laden, Antigua and 
Barbuda both suffer bouts of drought due to their low 
topographies which do not trigger rainfall. Further, 
Antigua is one of the most deforested countries in 
the Caribbean after Haiti, and this has led to reduced 
rainfall. The lack of forest cover further exacerbates 
drought conditions since forests normally perform the 
function of retaining rain runoff. 

There are several non-governmental and community 
based organizations involved in environmental 
conservation projects and who also supplement the city 
council’s environmental management efforts.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND SEA LEVEL RISE

Global warming is recognized as one of the defining 
global challenges of the twenty-first century. According 
to the fourth assessment report of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (2007), global temperatures 
are projected to rise between 1.4°C and 6.4°C over 
the period from 1990-2100, while, as was said at the 
International Scientific Congress on Climate Change, 
held in Copenhagen in 2009, global sea level rise 
is expected to rise by one metre or more in the same 
period.
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•	 Carnival Celebration, the country’s largest summer 
festival, is held every year in the heart of St. John’s 
for a little over one week, to commemorate the 
emancipation from slavery on August 1, 1834 
for local people of African descent. However, all 
ethnicities and nationalities, including tourists, 
participate in the celebrations.

Therefore despite the many instances of modernization, 
St. John’s City has managed to maintain much of its 
quaint appearance, charm and rich culture which are 
all very important for the country’s identity and for 
developing the heritage tourism industry.  

A DESCRIPTION OF THE CULTURE

The culture of St. John’s City, and Antigua and Barbuda 
as a whole, is predominantly a blend of British and 
African. An example of British culture is the game 
cricket which is a popular pastime in most communities 
in the country. In St. John’s, it is played on the many 
fields/grounds that are dispersed throughout, the most 
renowned being the Antigua Recreation Grounds. Other 
popular sports include football and basket ball. Though 
the official national language is English, African culture 
expresses itself in the dialect that most Antiguans and 
Barbudans speak daily. African culture is also manifested 
in their local rhythmic music and dance, as well as in 
their way of dressing, food and mannerism. The Warri 
Game, played on a hollowed-out board with beads, is a 
national game in Antigua and Barbuda that originated 
from Africa. Many taxi drivers can be seen daily around 
St. John’s playing Warri to pass time as they wait for 
customers.

American popular culture and fashion have assumed 
a heavy influence, especially in recent years. Most of 
the country’s media is made up of major United States 
networks. 

Family and religion play important roles in the lives of 
Antiguans and Barbudans, and St. John’s City residents 
are no exception. Most attend religious services on 
Sunday, although there is a significant number of 
Seventh-day Adventists who observe the Sabbath on 
Saturday.

The national Carnival held every August commemorates 
the abolition of slavery. Its festive pageants, shows, 
contests, revelries, and other activities are now a major 
national pastime as well as an important pastime for St. 
John’s residents. In-fact, most of the Carnival activities 
are held in the St. John’s area.

Calypso, Soca, Reggae, Gospel, and North American 
Pop are the major types of music in St. John’s and the 
rest of the country. Steelpan and steelband music are 
an important part of Antigua and Barbuda’s musical 
heritage and culture and help define the country’s 
identity as distinctly Caribbean.

Corn and sweet potatoes play an important role in St. 
John’s and the national cuisine. For example, a popular 
Antiguan dish, Dukuna (DOO-koo-NAH) is a sweet, 
steamed dumpling made from grated sweet potatoes and 
coconut, flour, and spices. One of the Antiguan staple 
foods, Fungi (FOON-ji), is a cooked paste made of 
cornmeal, okra and water. Rice, beans and peas, pasta, 
white-flour bakes/dumplings, fish, chicken, goat, lamb/
mutton, salted cod, smoked herring, and beef are also 
important in the local diet. 

EXAMPLES OF HISTORIC SITES THAT ARE OF 
TOURISTIC INTEREST IN ST. JOHN’S 

1.	 Government House – built in 1800, its has been the 
residence and office for the island’s governor to date. 
It retains its pleasant gardens, three fine interiors 
dating from about 1800, and its imposing façade 
with a two storey colonnade.

2.	 The Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine – is an 
edifice which dominates the city scape with its hill-
top position, immense size and 70-foot high twin 
spires with silvery cupolas. It is described as “the 
double cathedral” because of its cut-stone exterior 
construction and mahogany wood interior, and its 
architectural style show Georgian and Romantic 
influences.  Besides being the mother church of the 
Anglican Diocese of the Eastern Caribbean, it is 
regarded as an important national monument by all 
Antiguans.

3.	 The St. John’s Court House – was built in 1747 
and is the oldest building still in use in St. John’s 
City – now housing The Museum of Antigua 
and Barbuda. The building was designed with a 
Georgian/Romantic appearance, by America’s first 
and distinguished architect, Peter Harrison. The 
walls are of 14 inch thick yellow limestone and for 
centuries, the building has been described as “A very 
noble structure for a West Indian colony… Its plan 
is very uniform and neat.”

ISSUES RELATING TO HERITAGE PRESERVATION 
IN ST. JOHN’S

1.	 Restoring and maintaining historic buildings is in 
most instances, expensive, time consuming and 
difficult, especially if one aims to maintain the 
building’s authentic historic architecture and style.

2.	 Old historic buildings tend to require constant 
maintenance in order to remain sound, while 
modern buildings require only once-in-a-while 
maintenance.


