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Appendix 1: The Philippine National Report and Plan of

Action for Habitat II
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Synchronized Local Planning and Budgeting Calendar
Strategic National Action Plan

South Cotabato, Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, Sarangani and General Santos
Provinces

Special Program for Employment of Students

Social Security System

Southern Tagalog Arterial Road

Sexually Transmitted Infection

Technical Education and Skills Development Authority
Total Suspended Particulates

Urban Agriculture Philippines

Urban and City Management Program

Urban Development and Housing Act

Urban Heat Island

Unified Home Lending Program

United Nations

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
United Nations Children’s Fund
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UNU-EHS

UPOs
UPPI
USAID
UVVRP
VA
VAT
WEPA
WHO
WIE
YAFS
YEYE
Z1P
Z.0s

United Nations University Institute for Environment and Human
Security

Urban Poor Organizations

University of the Philippines Population Institute

United States Agency for International Development
Unified Vehicular Volume Reduction Program
Vulnerability Assessment

Value-Added Tax

Water Environment Partnership in Asia

World Health Organization

Workers in the Informal Economy

Young Adult Fertility Study

Youth Education-Youth Employment

Zonal Improvement Program

Zoning Ordinances
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Executive Summary

In 1996, the Philippines participated in the Second World Conference
on Human Settlements or Habitat II. Held in Istanbul, Turkey, the
conference addressed two themes of equal global importance:
Adequate Shelter for All and Sustainable Human Settlements Development in
an Urbanizing World. As an active member of the United Nations
Center for Human Settlements, now known as UN-Habitat, the
Philippines presented its national report entitled “Shelter And Human
Settlements: Philippine Report and Plan of Action” at the conference. The
national report contained the country's 20-year urban development
roadmap which was anchored on three interconnected strategies: total
human development, global competitiveness and sustainable
development. It also contained the country’s commitments which
focused on infrastructure development in support of human
settlements, pursuit of knowledge and livelihood, and ensuring
physical, economic and social mobility. Twenty years later and the
Philippines appears to have made significant achievements against
most of its commitments under Habitat II.

Over the years, however, it has likewise emerged as one of the most
populous countries in the world, with a population of over 100
million. The country's rapid urbanization has put tremendous
pressures on city governments' to provide affordable, reliable, and
quality basic urban services. The urban reach of Metro Manila—
which has transformed into a megacity—has also expanded to the
nearby regions as a result of sustained economic growth, making it
one of the most populous urban agglomerations in the world. The
country's population is predominantly young, with the share of
population below 30 years old at around 60%. With this the country
faces a demographic window of opportunity from youth dividends
which could potentially sustain an annual growth rate of at least 7%.
To address this, several initiatives have been launched. The Enhanced
Basic Education Act extends formal education from 10 to 12 years in
order to harness the county’s young and trainable pool of human
resources. The Alternative Learning System provides a chance to
those who do are unable to do so to attend and finish formal basic
education. The Youth Education-Youth Employment Program
responds to the needs of the disadvantaged youth. The Youth
Entrepreneurship Act provides young people with business acumen
by introducing entrepreneurship and finance in the education
curriculum. Building the capacity and life skills of its people,
particulatly the youth, for how to become productive members of a
fast modernizing urban economy will be a key challenge of the
Philippines in the coming years.

The country's archipelagic nature and geographic location have made

it highly vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change and
environmental degradation. Climate change in the Philippines has
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been acutely felt in the last ten years through increased temperature,
precipitation, rainfall, drought, flooding, storm surges, rising sea level,
limited water supply, forest fires, and other changing weather
patterns. Metro Manila is at high risk from cyclones, floods, and
earthquakes. Metro Davao, the largest urban agglomeration in the
island of Mind