
 
 

2026 Second Bureau Meeting of the Executive Board of UN-Habitat 

Thursday, 16 April 2026  

10:00 – 12:00 EAT 

Speaking notes for the Chair of the ad hoc working group on Programmatic, 

Budgetary and Administrative Matters 

 

H.E. Amb. Susan Nakhumicha Wafula, Permanent Representative of Kenya 

to UN-Habitat (Amb. Beatrice Karago, Deputy Permanent Representative of 

Kenya to UN-Habitat) 

 

Good morning, Chair and Members of the Bureau of the Executive Board,  

Good morning, Executive Director and colleagues from the secretariat,  

 

It is my pleasure to provide a brief update on the work of the ad hoc working group 

on programmatic, budgetary, and administrative matters - particularly on the status 

of the draft decisions to be considered by the Executive Board at its upcoming first 

session. 

 

Based on initial technical inputs for the draft decisions provided by the secretariat, 

and two readings undertaken in the group on 25 March and 1 April, respectively, we 

now have solid basis in view of final consideration and adoption of the draft 

decisions at the Executive Board session next week. The decisions are divided into 

five sections: 

 

i. Draft decision 2026/[A]: Financial, budgetary and administrative matters of 

the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, the Sustainable Cities 

and Communities Foundation, draft work programme of the United Nations 

Human Settlements Programme and draft budget of the United Nations 

Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation for 2027, and implementation of 

the strategic plan 2026-2029 of UN-Habitat.  

 

ii. Draft decision 2026/[B]: Implementation of the normative and operational 

activities of UN-Habitat  

 



iii. Draft Decision 2026/[C]: Update on the implementation of resolutions 

adopted by the United Nations Habitat Assembly  

 

iv. Draft decision 2026/[D]: Methods of work of the Executive Board and the 

workplan of the Executive Board for 2026  

 

v. Draft Decision 2026/[E]: Election of officers of the Bureau of the Executive 

Board for the term 2026–2027 

 

Good progress has been made overall, out of 30 paragraphs, with 15 of them agreed 

ad referendum.  

 

As mentioned by the Chair of the Executive Board, the working group has also 

considered a proposal from the Chair to develop standard agendas for future EB 

sessions, which relates to 2 of the paragraphs in the draft decisions.  

 

The is also a draft decision on the composition of the next Bureau, which will be 

finalized only at the final plenary on 22 April, after the elections.  

 

Now I wish to report on the paragraphs that remain in brackets. Some of these 

paragraphs were proposed only at the last PBA meeting, so Member States will need 

some additional time to consider them. For others, I believe that the current draft 

texts are well advanced – even if they still are subject to scrutiny reservations. 

 

Under Decision A, open paragraphs include:  

• Two new paragraphs are proposed by Member States, expressing concern on 

UN-Habitat´s financial deficit 2025, requesting the Executive Director to 

continue efforts to strengthen funding, and inviting Member States to 

contribute to the core financial resources of UN-Habitat; 

• Paragraph 4, regarding the action on Resource Mobilization Strategy, there 

are different views on whether to “welcome” or “approve” the Strategy; 

 

Under Decision B, open paragraphs include:  

• Paragraph 2, 3 bis and 3 ter – relating UN-Habitat´s activities in Ukraine and 

in other areas of conflict and disaster.  



• Paragraph 4 Alt on the role of the World Urban Forum;  

• New paragraph 7 bis, on ensuring an inclusive participation of Permanent 

Representatives in New York and Nairobi in the midterm review of the New 

Urban Agenda.  

 

Under Decision C on the implementation of UN-Habitat Assembly resolutions, 

there are no open paragraphs.  

 

Under Decision D, the remaining paragraphs include: 

• Paragraph 4, Member States will consider a proposed addition to invite 

Member States to consider providing financial resources to the Open-Ended 

Working Group on Adequate Housing.  

• Paragraph 7 and 9, relating to the proposal from the Chair to agree on a 

standardized agenda for future sessions of the Executive Board.  

 

Finally, Decision E about the election of Bureau will be finalized at the final plenary, 

after the formal elections.  

 

In summary, we have made good progress to prepare the draft Executive Board 

decisions in the working group. I am confident that the informal consultations on 

draft decisions during the Executive Board session will result in a clean text for 

adoption by the board.  

 

Following the final meeting of the working group, I have formally submitted the 

latest version of the draft decisions to the Chair of the Board.  

 

I stand ready to continue leading informal consultations on the draft, if requested, 

with the goal of reaching consensus on all draft decisions for final consideration and 

adoption at the closing plenary of the Executive Board. 

 

With that, I would like to express my sincere appreciation for the trust you have 

placed in me as Chair of the working group, and for your continued support. 

 

Thank you. 


