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Press Release

UN Advisory Board names 20 city leaders in zero waste

Nairobi, 27 March 2026 — Ahead of the International Day of Zero Waste on 30 March, 20
cities worldwide have been named the inaugural 20 Cities Towards Zero Waste, an initiative
led by the UN Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on Zero Waste, with support from UN-
Habitat and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

The initiative highlights cities demonstrating ambitious and innovative approaches to
reducing waste, advancing circular economy solutions, and building more sustainable,
resilient, and inclusive urban systems.

The selected cities are:

Accra (Ghana), Bologna (Italy), Chefchaouen (Morocco), Dar es Salaam (Tanzania), Dehiwala
City (Sri Lanka), Florianépolis (Brazil), Gaziantep (Tirkiye), George Town (Malaysia),
Hangzhou City (China), lloilo City (Philippines), Kisumu (Kenya), Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia),
Lilongwe (Malawi), San Fernando (Philippines), San Fransico (United States), Sanya City
(China), Suzhou City (China), Varkala (India), City of Yokohama (Japan) and Zapopan
(Mexico).

Humanity generates more than 2.1 billion tonnes of municipal solid waste annually, making
cities a vital part of global efforts to tackle the waste crisis and its impacts on climate,
biodiversity, public health, and livelihoods.

The 20 Cities Towards Zero Waste initiative aims to:

e Recognize city leadership and innovation

e Promote exchange of good practices and lessons learned

e Inspire other cities to accelerate their transition toward zero waste

e Support implementation of circular economy approaches at the local level

While still facing waste challenges, selected cities are implementing a wide range of
solutions, including food waste prevention, organic waste management, reuse and refill
systems, inclusive recycling models supporting informal workers, policies to reduce single-
use products, and community engagement initiatives to drive behaviour change.

José Manuel Moller, Deputy Chair of the UN Secretary-General’'s Advisory Board on Zero
Waste, said: “These 20 cities matter, not because they have the best roadmaps on paper, but
because they are turning ambition into action. What sets them apart is their willingness to
implement real solutions, from source segregation and composting to reuse systems,
informal sector inclusion, and citizen engagement. They are showing that zero waste is not a
distant vision or a communications exercise. It is practical, local, and achievable when cities
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lead by example. At a time when many are still planning, these cities are proving that
implementation is the real test of leadership.”

Inger Andersen, UNEP Executive Director, stated: “Solutions to pollution and waste are
opportunities to reimagine our economies through innovation, circularity, and equity. From
strong producer responsibility models in San Francisco (USA) and Suzhou City (China), to
refill systems in Bologna (Italy), and the inclusion of waste pickers in Kuala Lumpur
(Malaysia) and Zapopan (Mexico), the 20 Zero Waste Cities are proof of this.”

“We commend the leadership and commitment of their citizens, authorities and the private
sector. These cities can inspire communities around the world to accelerate action against
the pollution and waste crisis,” she added.

Anaclaudia Rosbach, UN-Habitat Executive Director, said: “Cities are at the frontline of the
zero-waste transition. Local and regional governments are managing waste systems; they
are reshaping local economies, influencing consumption patterns, and advancing inclusive
solutions that integrate informal workers and communities.”

“This initiative underscores the critical role of cities as implementers of change. It
demonstrates how local action, when supported by strong governance and partnerships, can
accelerate the change toward more resilient, circular, and inclusive urban systems,” she
added.

The initiative contributes directly to the Sustainable Development Goals, particularly SDG 11
(Sustainable Cities and Communities), SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production),
and SDG 13 (Climate Action). The selected cities will be formally recognized in connection
with the International Day of Zero Waste and showcased on global platforms to share
experiences and inspire further action.

As urban populations grow, the leadership of these cities underscores the critical role of
local governments in driving the transition toward a zero-waste and circular future.

About UN-Habitat

UN-Habitat is the United Nations entity responsible for sustainable urbanization. It has
programmes in over 90 countries, supporting policymakers and communities in creating
socially and environmentally sustainable cities and towns. UN-Habitat promotes
transformative change in cities through knowledge, policy advice, technical assistance, and
collaborative action.

About UNEP

About the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

UNEP is the leading global authority on the environment. UNEP’s mission is to inspire,
inform, and enable nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising
that of future generations. Through cutting-edge science, coordination and advocacy, UNEP
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supports its 193 Member States to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and live in
harmony with nature.

About the Advisory Board on Zero Waste

The establishment of the Secretary-General’'s Advisory Board of Eminent Persons on Zero
Waste (the Advisory Board on Zero Waste) was announced by the Secretary-General at the
High-Level Meeting on the Role of Zero Waste as a Transformative Solution in Achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals, held during the General Assembly on 30 March 2023. The
Advisory Board was established for a period of three years. The 12 members that constitute
the Advisory Board are to promote local and national zero-waste initiatives through
awareness-raising, promoting local and national zero-waste initiatives, and disseminating
good practices and success stories towards implementing United Nations General
Assembly resolution 77/161.

UN-Habitat and UNEP are the Secretariat for the Advisory Board. Under-Secretary-General for
Policy Guy Ryder acts as ex-officio representative for the UN Secretary-General.

For further information, please contact:

Katerina Bezgachina, Chief of Communications, UN-Habitat, ekaterina.bezgachina@un.org
News and Media Unit, UN Environment Programme, unep-newsdesk@un.org
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