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Thank you, Chair. Madame Executive Director, Excellencies, and distinguished 

delegates. 

 

The United States acknowledges UN-Habitat's efforts in coordinating humanitarian 

and stabilization initiatives in post-conflict situations and post-disaster recovery 

areas. We also recognize that urban challenges, such as affordable housing, 

homelessness, and poor infrastructure exist in many countries. However, we 

strongly believe these issues are best addressed through locally driven solutions 

rather than global mandates. The solutions must allow the private sector and 

communities to provide housing access for citizens by reducing burdensome 

regulations that stifle innovation and opportunity. 

 

The old models must change, and the UN must move away from bloated, 

ideological multilateralism and toward practical reforms that make this institution 

leaner, more effective, and accountable to the nations that fund it. The UN-

Habitat's Executive Board has recently realized these needs and asked for these 

reforms. 

 

While UN-Habitat has made some progress in increasing efficiencies and 

streamlining its work, more is needed. We urge the Executive Board to assess the 

goals of the organization in an honest and transparent manner and avoid any 

duplication of mandates. 

 

In the 80th year since the founding of the United Nations, the United States is 

focused on getting the UN back to basics—delivering on its core mission: 

maintaining international peace and security. 

 

Furthermore, as we emphasized at the Habitat Assembly in May, the United States 

will not support policies, programs, or plans that advance Sustainable 

Development Goals, gender ideology, climate change, the 2030 Agenda, and 

diversity, equity and inclusion. This includes the UN Habitat Strategic Plan 2026-

2029. 

 

The United States will continue to hold the UN and its Member States to the 

highest standards. We stand ready to work with any nation that shares our goal: to 

restore the UN's founding purpose and ensure it delivers real results for the nations 

and people it serves. 


