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ÅEstablished by the UN General Assembly in 2001 
as a non-legislative technical platform 
(A/RES/56/206).

ÅAn advocacy and engagement platform for all 
stakeholders in the fields of human settlements and 
sustainable urbanization (A/RES/72/226).

ÅA platform to support the reporting on the 
implementation of the New Urban Agenda 
(A/RES/71/256*).

About the 
World Urban Forum



ÅThe twelfth session of the World Urban Forum 
(WUF12) in November 2024 gathered more than 
25,000 participants from 182 countries  and 
culminated in the Cairo Call to Action.

ÅParticipants included national, regional and local 
government representatives, civil society 
organizations, grass-roots communities, the 
private sector, international organizations and 
academia.

ÅA key platform for dialogue and partnerships with 
stakeholders around the priorities of the UN-
CêôďļêļǴĶ mļıêļýĈďõ fĜêġ ƩƧƩƭ-2029.

Premier conference on 
sustainable urbanization
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Thirteenth session of the 
World Urban Forum 
(WUF13)

17 - 22 May 2026

Baku Olympic Stadium  
Azerbaijan

Where?

Housing the world: Safe and resilient 
cities and communities

When?

What?



The urgency of the 
global housing crisis
Å3 billion people face housing inadequacy.

Å1.1 billion in informal settlements and slums.

ÅOver 300 million experiencing homelessness.

ÅHealth, safety, and economic stability all at risk.

ÅShared challenge affecting both developed and 
developing nations.



WUF13 Task Force

WUF13 Operational Technical Team

Chaired by UN-Habitat Executive Director

Strategic Political Substantive

Chaired by  ERSKID Director

ÅAlignment with Strategic Plan 2026-2029
ÅImplementation of New Urban Agenda
ÅOutcome documents

ÅMember States engagement
ÅUN System engagement
ÅStakeholder engagement

ÅTheme
ÅProgramme and main sessions
ÅPartner-led events

Operational



Host country arrangements

Main organ to guide preparationsOrganizing Committee

National Coordinator

Operating Company

Principal focal point for coordinating 
national preparations

Manage operational and logistics aspects
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WUF13 Objectives

Showcase practical 
solutions & best 
practices.

Elevate housing crisis 
globally ƿ ensure it is a 
top policy priority.

Build partnerships & 
encourage commitments 
(financing, policies, 
pledges).

Deliver clear outcomes ƿ 
WUF13 Perspectives, 
Report & Baku Call to 
Action.

1 2

3 4



WUF13 programme

The WUF programme features prominent speakers, strategic dialogues, 
partner-led events and an urban exhibition.

Opening + 
Closing 

Ceremonies
Dialogues Assemblies

Special 
Sessions

Roundtables
Partner-led 

events

+

Main Sessions
Curated by UN Habitat 

Networking, One UN, 
SDGs in action, Urban 
cinema, Urban Expo, 
Urban library,  Voices 

from cities

NUA 
Ministerial 
Meeting

+
Expo

Practices Hub
Academy Campus
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Stakeholder engagement 
and communication
ÅUN-Habitat has launched a global stakeholder 

engagement process for WUF13  to ensure 
inclusive dialogue and mobilization well before 
the Forum.

ÅPreparations are guided by coordinated 
strategies on communication, global 
advocacy and regional mobilization .

ÅLed by UN-Habitat headquarters and amplified by 
regional and country offices, these strategies 
combine messaging, visibility and engagement at 
all levels.



Advocacy and 
mobilization
ÅUN-Habitat is promoting WUF13 at 

international events through booths, side 
events, presentations and speaking 
arrangements. This allows direct interactions 
with partners and stakeholders .

ÅAt the same time, systematic briefings for 
the diplomatic corps and the United 
Nations system  are strengthening ownership, 
increasing participation and encouraging 
Member States and agencies to contribute 
events and solutions at the Forum.



National mobilization
ÅPreparations are closely coordinated with the Host 

Country, which is co-leading outreach efforts 
within Azerbaijan.

ÅThe Azerbaijan Urban Campaign  (AUC2026) 
aims to raise national visibility of WUF13 and 
engage stakeholders across sectors. 

ÅAUC2026 will culminate in Baku Urban Week , 
a public programme of talks, exhibitions, tours 
and legacy projects immediately before the 
Forum.


