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Our challenge

1.1 billion
people live in 

slums or informal 
settlements

2 out of 5
people lack safely 

managed 
sanitation

318 million
people are 
homeless

96,000
new housing 

units are needed 
daily by 2030
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Our focus

1

Reducing
inequality

2

Promoting
prosperity

3

Acting for 
climate and 
nature 

4

Responding
to crises
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What we get
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In 2024, UN-Habitat is a 
USD 200 million-sized organization. 

  

Regular budget Direct contributions
from donors and partners7% 93%

 Building resilience
to crises

34%
USD 68M

Acting for climate
and nature

29%
USD 58M

Promoting
prosperity

10%
USD 21M

 Reducing 
inequality

27%
USD 55M



What we deliver

237 million
people benefited 
from improved 

planning/manage
ment

205,000
people in slums 

supported to 
access basic 

services

98,000
households 
gained more 
secure land 

tenure

68,000
more people with 

sustainable 
mobility access

64
countries 

supported to 
advance 

national-level 
urban policies

27
countries 

supported in 
collecting SDG 

data
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When someone is willing to truly 
listen to us, we see how active 
listening changes their perspective.”
Joana Darc Rosalvo, Mother of Vitoria who suffers from spastic cerebral palsy

Reducing
inequality

people gained access to 
improved water and 
sanitation

316,000+
people accessed safe 
and inclusive public 
spaces in 14 cities

70,000+
and 2 countries adopted 
homelessness and 
housing strategies

14 cities
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When UN-Habitat and FAO demarked 
the land and provided titles, they 
created peace and unity. Now 
everyone knows their borders … and 
we won’t have problems in the future.”
Walter Cá, Community resident, Pelundo, Guinea-Bissau

Promoting
prosperity

people live in areas 
where UN-Habitat 
developed urban plans

5,700,000+
Local Reviews 
published globally

17 Voluntary
piloted strategies and 
projects to inform the 
International Guidelines on 
People-centred Smart Cities

20 cities
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Now, we can drink the water 
from the tank. We don’t have 
to worry about getting sick.”
Thida, 14-year-old student, Yangon, Myanmar

Acting for
climate and nature

people in Jordan, Lebanon, 
and Syria benefitted from 
climate adaptation actions

44,500+
urban climate action plans 
initiated focusing on most 
vulnerable communities

5 integrated
Resilience Frameworks for 
Action under development 
in Sub-Saharan Africa

13 City
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The Bab Sinjar Housing Complex has 
been a lifeline for families like mine, 
providing a sustainable solution to the 
housing crisis caused by the war. It is 
a symbol of hope for our community.”
Samer Hassan Muhsen, Resident, Mosul, Iraq

Responding
to crises

internally displaced people in 
2 countries benefitted from 
context-specific urban migration 
and displacement responses

6,700,000+
implemented local 
disaster risk reduction 
strategies in line with 
the Sendai Framework

9 cities
authorities rolled out 
sustainable and inclusive 
local safety strategies

10 local



Lessons learned

Clear vision
of the Plan and 

relevant domains 
of change

Limited impact 
from funding/
resource gaps

Stronger field 
presence and 
data needed

Collaboration 
across 

governments and 
stakeholders 

improved

Member State 
support 

strengthened
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1 2 3 4 5



United for sustainable
urban development
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• WUF12 (Cairo)

• Urban October

• Africa Urban Forum

• Partnered with UN agencies, 
Resident Coordinators, World 
Bank and humanitarian actors on 
housing, land, and displacement

• Local2030 Coalition

• SDG Cities

Global advocacy
and events

UN system
collaboration

Regional and
local coalitions



Enhancing capacities
and knowledge
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Delivery of capacity development 
programmes (online, in-person) World Cities Report 2024

W
orld C

ities Report 2024

World Cities Report 2024

Cities and
Climate ActionCities and Clim

ate A
ction

Cities and
Climate Action

Cities are both the victims of climate change and among its worst offenders: though disproportionately exposed to its 
impacts, they are also responsible for generating a significant share of global greenhouse gas emissions. From flooding to 
heatwaves, powerful storms to drought, urban areas frequently find themselves on the frontline of the climate crisis. Many 
of the world’s largest mega-cities concentrate millions of people and trillions of dollars in assets into areas that are becoming 
more vulnerable to sudden shocks with every passing year. As they continue to expand, so too does their exposure, paving 
the way for potentially catastrophic disasters in future. 

Climate change is in many ways exacerbating existing inequalities, as the urban poor and other marginalized groups and 
communities find themselves facing its most extreme impacts with least resources. The complex effects of climate change 
demand a comprehensive approach, encompassing not only immediate environmental symptoms but also the underlying 
social drivers of vulnerability. But while the overlapping challenges of environmental stress and rapid urbanization are 
uniquely daunting, it is precisely this intersection that makes urban climate action so opportune. Climate action can bring an 
array of additional benefits to cities and residents, from poverty reduction, employment, resilient infrastructure, improved 
public health and well-being to the restoration of fragile ecosystems.

While projections show that without appropriate measures in place cities will suffer considerable impacts as a result of 
extreme weather events associated with climate change, these worst-case scenarios are by no means inevitable. The 
decisions we make now, both in terms of mitigating the causes of climate change through decarbonization and strengthening 
adaptation by making cities more resilient, will determine to a large extent their severity. If national and local governments 
are willing to commit to a truly transformative approach, then climate action could serve as a vital tool in delivering a 
broader agenda of inclusion and social justice. 

World Cities Report 2024 provides a wide and far-reaching analysis of the current and expected climate impacts on different 
regions and cities, as well as the differing vulnerabilities urban populations face as a result of poverty, inequality, ethnicity, 
gender, disability and other characteristics. Notwithstanding the acute financial and institutional shortfalls many face, this 
Report shows that cities are leading the way through innovative, community-led approaches that are demonstrating the 
potential of collaborative, inclusive approaches to climate action. Besides offering a sobering wake-up call on the urgent need 
to scale up efforts now, various chapters of this Report showcase inspiring practices and success stories that can be replicat-
ed or adapted elsewhere.
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