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World Cities Day 2025 global celebrations in Bogota

Nairobi, 22 October 2025 — The global observance of World Cities Day 2025 will take
place on 31 October at the Agora Bogota Convention Centre in Bogotd, Colombia, under
the theme “People-centred smart cities”.

The official celebration of World Cities Day will showcase how technology, data, and Al
can transform urban life, while keeping people at the heart of smart city initiatives and
recovery from current shocks. Hosted by the city of Bogotd, the event will bring together
mayors, ministers, experts, private sector leaders, and civil society to share practices
and innovative approaches to address people’s needs and create smart and sustainable
cities. The event will be preceded by a one-day gathering on smart governance,
inclusion and resilience, convened by the city of Bogota on 30 October.

WHAT: World Cities Day 2025: People-centred smart cities
WHEN: 31 October 2025
WHERE: Agora Bogota Convention Centre, Bogotd, Colombia

REGISTRATION:  Register here (choose “World Cities Day")

Highlights

The programme includes a high-level opening ceremony, the announcement of the
Global Award for Sustainable Development in Cities 2025, and multi-stakeholder panels
on people-centred smart cities, innovations in housing and urban services. The full
programme is available on the UN-Habitat website, and the event will be livestreamed
on UN Web TV.

Why it matters

Today, more than 1.1 billion people in informal settlements and slums are left out of
smart city plans and development because of poor data, high costs, and weak
connectivity. Cities and local governments face barriers in adopting digital solutions due
to limited budgets, low technical capacity, and outdated systems for managing land,
infrastructure, and services. However, without inclusive planning and community
participation, digital transformation can deepen inequality, creating a new “digital urban
divide” where millions in cities — especially in informal settlements — miss out on
decisions and opportunities.

World Cities Day 2025
World Cities Day 2025 will highlight how digital innovation and inclusive urban
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governance can accelerate progress toward sustainable cities and communities. The
Day will focus on leveraging technology to improve access to housing, land, and basic
services; promote transparency and accountability in city management; and empower
local governments to make data-driven decisions that improve the lives of all urban
residents. The key focus will be ensuring that people are not only informed about
decisions that affect them but are actively engaged in shaping solutions that reflect the
lived realities of their communities.

About World Cities Day

World Cities Day, established by the United Nations General Assembly in 2013, is
celebrated every year on 31 October to promote global action towards sustainable
urbanization. It marks the conclusion of Urban October, a month of worldwide advocacy
and dialogue that begins with World Habitat Day. The Day aims to inspire cooperation
among countries, communities, and citizens to create greener, more inclusive, and
resilient cities for all.
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About UN-Habitat

UN-Habitat is the United Nations entity responsible for sustainable urbanization. It has
programmes in over 90 countries supporting policymakers and communities to create
socially and environmentally sustainable cities and towns. UN-Habitat promotes
transformative change in cities through knowledge, policy advice, technical assistance,
and collaborative action. To know more, visit unhabitat.org or follow us on social media
@UNHABITAT.

For further information, please contact:
Katerina Bezgachina

Chief of Communications

UN-Habitat
ekaterina.bezgachina@un.org



https://unhabitat.org/
mailto:ekaterina.bezgachina@un.org

