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UNGA80: Member States launch call to action to prioritize 
adequate housing 

New York, 26 September 2025 – The Global Champions of Adequate Housing have 
issued a strong global call to action on adequate and affordable housing. The call was 
announced during a high-level roundtable of Member States championing housing 
convened by William Ruto, President of the Republic of Kenya, held on the sidelines of 
the 80th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA80) at the UN 
Headquarters in New York. 

The world faces a global housing crisis. Today, nearly 3 billion people lack access to 
adequate housing, more than 1.1 billion live in informal settlements and slums, and over 
300 million are homeless. The call to action urges countries to strengthen national and 
local housing strategies and integrate them with climate resilience, social protection, 
and urban regeneration. It calls on governments, cities, civil society and the private 
sector to scale up action on housing as the foundation for equitable, resilient, and 
sustainable urban development, while calling on financial institutions to increase 
investment on housing delivery. 

Co-hosted by UN-Habitat and the Government of Kenya under the leadership of 
President William Ruto of Kenya, the roundtable brought together heads of states and 
governments to reaffirm their commitment to advancing adequate housing, sharing 
national experiences, and mobilizing financing and partnerships to accelerate access to 
adequate housing worldwide. The event also reinforced the work of the Open-ended 
Intergovernmental Working Group on Adequate Housing for All, the first United Nations 
subsidiary body dedicated solely to addressing global housing challenges, co-chaired by 
Kenya and France. 

William Ruto, President of the Republic of Kenya, stressed that “housing is a global 
crisis too vast for any one country to solve.” He explained that this urgency underpins 
Kenya’s decision to convene a coalition of champions on housing, noting that 
“affordable and decent housing must become the lived reality of all human beings.” 
 
“Adequate and affordable housing is not a privilege – it is a human right and the 
foundation for equality, resilience, and sustainable development,” said Anacláudia 
Rossbach, Executive Director of UN-Habitat. “We invite more Member States to join this 
commitment to prioritize the needs of the most vulnerable – women, children, persons 
with disabilities, and those living in informal settlements – and to work together to 
ensure every person has a safe and decent place to call home.” 
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The roundtable in New York is part of a series of high-level global events building 
political momentum on housing and positioning it at the centre of the international 
agenda. Adequate and affordable housing will continue to be a priority theme at: 

• The Second World Summit for Social Development (Doha, November 2025) 
• The UN Climate Change Conference – COP30 (Belém, November 2025) 

• The United Nations Environment Assembly – UNEA-7 (Nairobi, December 2025) 
• The World Economic Forum Annual Meeting (Davos-Klosters, January 2026) 

• The thirteenth session of the World Urban Forum (Baku, May 2026) 

Together, these milestones will support the implementation of the UN-Habitat Strategic 
Plan 2026–2029, accelerate progress towards implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda – a global framework document adopted in 2016 in Quito, Ecuador – and the 
2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, and advance housing as a cornerstone of 
global prosperity and sustainable development. 

List of heads of states and governments present at the roundtable: 

• William Ruto, President of Kenya 
• Duma Gideon Boko, President of Botswana 

• John Mahama, President of Ghana 
• Jeyhun Bayramov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan 

• Kerrie Drurard Symmonds, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade of 
Barbados 

• Amon Murwira, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Trade of Zimbabwe 

• Zeina Toukan, Minister of Planning and International Cooperation of Jordan 
• Emma Kantema, Minister of Gender Equality and Child Welfare of Namibia 

• Thani Mohamed Soilihi, Minister Delegate for Francophonie and International 
Partnerships of France 

• Jader Filho, Minister of Cities of Brazil 

• Mohamed Musa Dangiwa, Minister of Housing and Urban Development of Nigeria 

 

— END — 

About UN-Habitat 

UN-Habitat is the United Nations entity working for sustainable urbanization. With 
programmes in over 90 countries, it supports policymakers and communities to create 
socially and environmentally sustainable cities and towns. UN-Habitat promotes 
transformative change in urban areas through knowledge, policy advice, technical 
assistance, and collaborative action. To know more, visit unhabitat.org or follow us on 
social media @UNHABITAT. 

For further information, please contact: 

Katerina Bezgachina 
Chief of Communications 
UN-Habitat 
ekaterina.bezgachina@un.org  
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