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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This presentation summarises the content of the report pertaining to (provisional) agenda item 7 of the 2nd 2024 Executive Board, titled “Report of the Executive Director on normative and operational activities of UN-Habitat”. Following the structure of the report, this presentation will start with…
Updates on the Nepal Country programme
Updates on the Jordan Country programme
Initiatives on urban crises prevention and response, including Gaza

Aimed at showcasing how UN-Habitat has been able to develop programmes and field presence, across the different domains of change and its corporate strategic plan. Looking at UN-Habitat’s work from the country level, it illustrates how UN-Habitat’s normative and operational activities are balanced, linked and mutually reinforcing.
Annexes include a summary on the situation in Gaza and selected normative and operational highlights for the period January-June 2024. 
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II. Updates on the Nepal Country Programme

Nepal:  
A UN-Habitat Country Programme
since 2007     

Urban planning and climate resilience

Land reform and management

Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH)

Inclusive development through 
localization

The office at a glance: 23 staff + $6.75 million portfolio

Key challenges: unplanned urban sprawl; migration leading to rapid 
urbanization; technical capacity gaps at local level; increased 
climate-related vulnerability; landlessness; housing and basic 
services gaps.

Key areas of work:

Reduced spatial
inequalityand

poverty in
communities across

the urban - rural
continuum

Enhanced
shared

prosperity of
cities and

regions

Strengthened
climate action

and
improved urban

environment

Effectiveurban
crisis prevention

and response

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


The Nepal Country Programme was established in 2007, with the goal of supporting the government and people of Nepal in achieving green, resilient, inclusive and sustainable development. The Programme was established in the continuity of support provided by UN-Habitat to the country of Nepal in the aftermath of the 1988 earthquake and in the formulation of Nepal’s Building Code in 1994. In 2024, the Nepal Country Office is composed of 23 staff members and its portfolio totals USD 6.75 million. The Programme works in alignment with the United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF 2023-2027) and is guided by a multi-ministry Steering Committee led by the Nepalese Ministry of Urban Development (MOUD).
 
Among key challenges faced by Nepal and tackled by  UN-Habitat, there is increased rapid urbanization and unplanned urban sprawl (i.e., the total population of Nepal is 30 million, showing increased urban and peri-urban populations from the last ten years); disparities in the technical capacity of municipalities to undertake urban planning for long-term development and subsequent haphazard urban expansion; high exposure to climate-related disasters (including floods, as recently occurred in Kathmandu and other urban areas in September); landlessness (with over 1.34 million households identified as landless or near-landless); and housing and basic services gaps (approx. 2 million new housing units were identified to be needed in order to fill the housing gap – according to the 2019 Nepal 15th Development Plan; and only 16% of the population has access to safe water).
 
The Nepal Country Programme has been supported by the Government of Nepal, the European Union, Japan (including Fukuoka City), the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Korea, the Global Environment Fund, the SDG Joint Fund, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Global Sanitation Fund, enabling the Programme to make significant contributions to UN-Habitat’s Strategic Plan Subprogrammes, through the implementation of multiple normative and operational activities, primarily focusing on:
 
Urban planning and climate resilience
Land reform and management
Water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH)
Inclusive development through localization
 
All while prioritizing the needs of the most vulnerable.  
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II. Updates on the Nepal Country Programme

Low-carbon planning for sustainable urban development

Reconstruction and recovery 
of 12 heritage settlements

Low-cost, low-carbon, 
climate-resilient infrastructure

Climate and gender-
responsive urban plans

Urban ecosystem-based 
adaptation guidelines 
and training

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

To address Nepal’s exposure to climate risks, The Nepal Country Programme has implemented several successful normative and operational activities, thereby advancing not only subprogramme 3 (“strengthened climate action and improved urban environment”), but at times also subprogramme 1 (“reduced spatial inequality and poverty”) and subprogramme 2 (“enhanced shared prosperity of cities and regions”).
 
For instance, between 2019 and 2022, the Country Programme (CP) supported the reconstruction of twelve heritage settlements impacted by 2015 earthquake, using a community-centred planning approach, as well as indigenous construction technology and local materials, to rebuild physical home, revitalize the local tourism industry and create new jobs. The reconstruction piloted a step-by-step urban planning methodology developed jointly with the Lalitpur Metropolitan City, UN-Habitat’s Our City Plans team and Arcadis (Shelter Mission). Multiple normative products were generated, linking physical reconstruction, green local economic development, and disaster readiness.
 
The CP has also implemented low-cost climate adaptation and mitigation technologies, providing infrastructure solutions such as heat insulating paint for public schools in regions facing extreme heat, rainwater harvesting systems for water-scarce communities, permeable pavements, urban agriculture and support for renewable energy utilization. 
 
On the normative side, the CP is developing normative national and local guidelines that promote climate and gender-responsive urban development, through the “Cities 4 Women” project, working closely with beneficiary municipalities and experts from the UN-Habitat Global Public Spaces Programme, Our City Plans team and Her City toolkit.
 
Additionally, the CP is implementing a Global Environment Fund project providing contextualized training materials and technical guidelines to the Kathmandu Valley Development Authority and local governments to build capacity and promote urban ecosystem-based adaptation through urban planning, project development and implementation. The content of the guidelines and training materials builds on resource materials previously generated through multi-country projects supported by UN-Habitat’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific.
 
Supporting the OneUN approach, UN-Habitat Nepal has also been actively establishing partnerships with other UN agencies (e.g., ongoing joint projects with the World Food Programme (WFP) and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) through the SDG Joint Fund to strengthen its response to climate-related needs. 
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II. Updates on the Nepal Country Programme

Land-tenure security and sustainable management

National Land Policy, recognized 
informal land tenure and 
participatory approach

Policy implementation, tools 
embedded in legislation, 
issuance of land certificates

Addressing the land tenure, 
climate and land-use nexus

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

The CP has also made remarkable achievements in implementing subprogramme 1. Since 2012, UN-Habitat has stood next to the Government of Nepal in its efforts to prioritize access to land and housing. Since 2016, with the support of UN-Habitat’s Global Land Tool Network (GLTN), the CP has applied GLTN’s tools and approaches, including the continuum of land rights and contextualized the Social Tenure Domain Model (STDM). The primary achievement was the adoption of the National Land Policy (2019) with the integration of the fit-for-purpose strategy in land administration, which for the first time recognized informal land tenure and the importance of participatory approaches in land management.​
 
From 2020 onwards, the CP engaged with national and local governments in the implementation of Nepal’s National Land Policy, including with 14 municipalities to customise and implement solutions as well as the Participatory Land Use Planning Resource Book and the Land Governance in Nepal. The work of the CP has since been embedded in the national legislation and has successfully been rolled out in 723 of the 753 existing Nepalese municipalities and social tenure information has been collected for 984,000 households and 5,000 land ownership certificates have already been distributed.​
 
The CP recently acquired funding from the Government of Korea to work on tackling landlessness and tenure insecurity while promoting climate-smart agriculture technologies to foster climate-resilient development. With the support of UN-Habitat’s GLTN and Urban Lab, this project also aims at improving the land-use planning practices of engaged municipalities to comprehensively address the climate change and land use nexus.
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II. Updates on the Nepal Country Programme

Inclusive WASH normative guidance and infrastructure

National Sanitation 
Campaign & ODF 
Status obtention

Supporting global methodologies & 
championing national Inclusive Sanitation  
Alliance and movement

WASH facilities installation 
in vulnerable areas 

Policy and design 
normative guidance for 

inclusive sanitation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Also advancing subprogramme 1, the UN-Habitat Nepal Country Programme has intensively engaged in the water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) sector since 2005. Key early normative and operational milestones included Solid Waste Management Technical Guideline, iv. Legal framework for Rainwater Harvesting, and v. National Sanitation and Hygiene Master Plan. Notably, through the National Sanitation Campaign (2011-2021), UN-Habitat’s role was instrumental in reaching 6 million people in 19 districts to successfully raise the status of Nepal as an Open Defecation Free (ODF) Country in 2019. With Nepal being recognized as a driver of safely managed sanitation, the CP also acts as the Secretariat of the City-Wide Inclusive Sanitation Alliance Nepal, which aims to drive collective action to accelerate the adoption of Citywide Inclusive Sanitation.
 
The CP also supports UN-Habitat’s ongoing efforts to refine global methodologies and assessment tools for SDG 6.2 and SDG 6.3.1, focusing for example on city-wide inclusive sanitation systems through policy integration, information data strengthening and partnership building, with continued technical support from UN-Habitat’s Urban Basic Services team, and supported by Gates Foundation. 
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, as the need for WASH facilities became paramount, hand-washing stations in 20 poor pockets areas were installed in 20 poor pockets, and home-based women were trained to produce face masks and sanitizers. 
 
More recently, in collaboration with UNESCAP, UNOICT and UNDESA, the CP implemented a project to develop urban policy and urban planning normative tools to support national and local governments in developing inclusive sanitation projects that cater to the needs of persons with disabilities, normative outputs for this project included i. design catalogue of accessible public toilets, ii. Ministry’s Gender Equality and​ Social Inclusion Guideline.
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II. Updates on the Nepal Country Programme

Urban data for localization, planning and investment

Producing and reporting 
on national urban data

DEGURBA methodology

Preparing VLRs and drawing 
concrete steps towards achieving 
2030 targets

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


Lastly, the CP has supported the government of Nepal in producing and reporting on urban data for urban management and decision making. In 2023, the Government of Nepal launched the report “Degree of Urbanization in Nepal”, which re-defined the classification of Nepalese urban areas and became a crucial reference for the formulation of national policies and strategies, including the 16th Development Plan. This report resulted from the collaboration of UN-Habitat Nepal, UN-Habitat Data and Analytics Unit (DAU), Nepal’s National Statistics Office (NSO), supported by the European Commission (EC). The methodology used, called DEGURBA, aims to harmonize the definition of urban and rural areas globally in support of producing comparable data within and across countries. The results, after field verifications and national validation, were formally endorsed by the government.​
 
The CP is also actively supporting SDG localization. Through a global project led by UN-Habitat’s SDG Localization team, the CP has collaborated with the Chandragiri municipality to prepare its Voluntary Local Review (VLR) and produce local datasets to draw concrete steps towards achieving the 2030 targets. The process is well-recognized by the Government of Nepal, and the CP is preparing to support other municipalities in conducting their VLR and taking local actions towards achieving the SDGs.​
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III. Updates on the Jordan Country Programme

The office at a glance: 14 staff ; $12 million portfolio

Key challenges: the Syrian refugee crisis; migration; rapid, 
concentrated urbanisation; inadequate distribution and access to 
basic services and public facilities; unaffordable housing market; 
water and food insecurities.

Reduced spatial
inequalityand

poverty in
communities across

the urban - rural
continuum

Enhanced
shared

prosperity of
cities and

regions

Strengthened
climate action

and
improved urban

environment

Effectiveurban
crisis prevention

and response

Key areas of work:

Urban planning frameworks for 
sustainable urban development

Community-led public space 
development

Localizing the SDGs & implementing 
the NUA

Building climate resilience

Jordan:  
A UN-Habitat Country Programme
since 2005     

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Country Programme was established in 2005. Its office, located in the capital city of Amman is now composed of 14 staff members, and its portfolio amounts USD 12 million.
 
The Programme has been supporting the Government of Jordan in addressing multiple challenges faced by the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, including: the Syrian refugee crisis; migration; rapid and concentrated urbanization; inadequate distribution and access to basic services and public facilities; unaffordable housing market; water and food insecurities; and limited institutional capacities. For reference, Jordan is the second largest refugee host per capita worldwide, being considered a safe haven in the region, and also the second most-water-scarce country in the world.  
 
With support from the Government of Japan, Mediterranean City-to-City Migration (MC2CM), Global Public Space Programme, UN COVID-19 Response and Recovery Multi-Partner Trust Fund, Adaptation Fund, Government of Italy through the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation, the European Union, the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs, Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation, 2030 Agenda Sub-fund, and, most recently, the Government of Netherlands, the Programme has been able to achieve significant achievements towards sustainable urban development, directly contributing to UN-Habitat’s Strategic Plan Domains of change, including through: 
 
Bettering urban planning frameworks for sustainable urban development
Developing community-led public spaces
Localizing the SDGs and implementing the NUA
Building climate resilience
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III. Updates on the Jordan Country Programme

Urban planning frameworks for sustainable urban development

Creating a national framework 
for urban development

Spatial profiling, plans, and normative 
guidelines for migration planning

Rehabilitation solutions in 
vulnerable refugee-hosting areas

City-level urban regulations and 
neighbourhood action plans

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The country programme has addressed reduced spatial inequality and poverty (subprogramme 1) by enhancing national and local urban planning frameworks, focusing on creating comprehensive normative products such as urban policies, guidelines, profiles, and plans through spatial analysis and technical support.
 
A landmark achievement was the development of Jordan’s first National Urban Policy (JNUP) in collaboration with the Ministry of Local Administration (MOLA). The JNUP supports integrated regional and local planning for compact, inclusive cities that are resilient to climate change, offering a structured, coordinated, and proactive approach. As part of the JNUP development, UN-Habitat additionally developed thematic guides on mainstreaming local economic development, housing, and transport and mobility into Jordan’s National Urban Policy.
 
Other achievements include the spatial profiles developed for Amman, Irbid and Mafraq cities, providing accurate data and multi-sectoral analysis for stakeholders to make informed and impactful decision, particularly in vulnerable areas hosting refugees. For example, in 2023, a collaboration with Arcadis, through the Shelter Program, focused on designing deteriorating staircases to improve mobility and wellbeing in refugee-hosting neighborhood, and a partnership with the Goethe Institute and Greater Amman Municipality led to the rehabilitation of Queen Noor Park, through innovative interventions by young local artists.  
 
In addition to these efforts, the country programme has been advancing multi-stakeholder regulatory frameworks to promote inclusive, sustainable development. Partnering with the Greater Amman Municipality, UN-Habitat provided in-kind technical support for the development of Amman’s first Urban Planning Regulation, emphasizing community participation and equitable access to services. Similarly, UN-Habitat extended its support to the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation in developing the Karak Governorate Spatial Development Plan, steering local authorities towards tangible development initiatives. 
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III. Updates on the Jordan Country Programme

Community-led public space development

Participatory public space 
building and rehabilitating

Supporting socio-economic 
empowerment of vulnerable women

Providing WASH facilities,  & improving 
safety and resilience in refugee camps

Community urban gardens 
for food and water security

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Jordan country programme combines normative and operational tools to leverage public spaces to enhance socioeconomic conditions, climate resilience, social cohesion, and overall wellbeing of vulnerable communities. Targeting dense urban areas, heritage cities, affordable housing projects, poverty pockets, and refugee camps, these community-driven initiatives emphasize empowering vulnerable groups and evolve along with the needs of communities. In addition to supporting the achievement of SDGs 1, 5, 8, 11 and 13, these initiatives contribute to advancing work under UN-Habitat’s subprogramme 1 (“reduced spatial inequality and poverty in communities across the urban-rural continuum”), subprogramme 3 (“strengthened climate action and improved urban environment”) and subprogramme 4 (“effective urban crisis prevention and response”). 
 
For example, from 2020 to 2021, in Amman and Zarqa, the Jordan Country Programme worked with the Global Public Space Programme to localize the Global Public Space Toolkit and employ the Block-by-Block Methodology, engaging refugees, Jordanian youth, and people with disabilities in participatory public space co-design to foster social cohesion between migrants and host communities through rehabilitating safe, inclusive, and accessible public spaces.
 
Other examples were the creation of gender-sensitive, inclusive, accessible, and safe public space and community centre to empower vulnerable women in Ghor Al Safi through a joint UN programme responding to COVID-19, and the provision of WASH facilities in Souf and Al-Shahid Palestinian refugee camps, both supported by the use of UN-Habitat’s Public Space Site-Specific Assessment tool.
 
This work on leveraging public spaces for integrated sustainable urban development is ongoing, with new developments, including through the creation of a City-wide Public Space Strategy in the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Al-Site city, and through a new project exploring the potential of transforming public spaces into hubs for innovative upcycled products, creating livelihood opportunities for vulnerable women and waste reduction through recycling and reuse.
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III. Updates on the Jordan Country Programme

Localizing the SDGs and implementing the New Urban Agenda

Progress report on the 
implementation of the NUA

VLR, VNR, and practical guidelines for 
other VLRs in the Arab Region

Collaborations with cities & 
academia to collect data on 
the 6 SDG transitions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 
The Jordan country programme is supporting localized data collection, monitoring, and analysis processes and platforms, to ensure that local actions contribute effectively to national and global SDG achievements. By bridging local and national gaps, UN-Habitat and partners are striving to ensure that the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda is tailored to the needs and context of Jordanian cities, in alignment with UN-Habitat’s subprogrammes.
 
A key achievement is the development of the first progress report on the implementation of the New Urban Agenda (NUA) in Jordan in collaboration with the Housing and Urban Development Corporation. This report provided key insights on Jordan’s progress against relevant indicators, and recommendations for the effective implementation of the NUA. 
 
In close cooperation with the Greater Amman Municipality and partners, UN-Habitat also developed the first Voluntary Local Review (VLR) in the Arab region, analysing and presenting recommendations to improve Amman’s performance against SDGs. This VLR report was developed in parallel with the second Voluntary National Review (VNR) of Jordan, creating the opportunity to reinforce national-local policy coherence. Both processes also contributed to the joint development of the Practical Guidelines for Voluntary Local Reviews in the Arab Region. This VLR process is currently being replicated in Irbid City, in alignment with Global Urban Monitoring Framework and UN-Habitat’s Action-Oriented VLR Methodology for the Arab region.
 
The Jordan Country Programme is furthermore strengthening its engagements with young researchers and several municipalities through the “Local 2030 Knowledge and Scientific Network” programme, to collect data and localize the 6 SDGs transitions, and has been selected to lead joint SDG funded programme with UNDP and OHCHR to effectively advance the 2030 Agenda.
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III. Updates on the Jordan Country Programme

Building climate resilience

Climate risk assessment and 
targeted interventions

Addressing water-related challenges 
for refugees and host communities

Leveraging nature-based solutions for 
flood adaptation measures

Integrating green growth, 
climate adaptation & sustainable 
development

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Directly advancing subprogramme 3, UN-Habitat Jordan is focusing on responding to water and food insecurities and enhancing the adaptive capacities of vulnerable populations, including refugees, the urban poor and women. The followed approach integrates environmental sustainability with human rights, supporting the achievement of multiple SDGs. 
 
Key normative achievements include the update of the “Amman Climate Action Plan”, following the “Climate Change Vulnerability and Risk Assessment for Amman City” conducted in 2023. Through targeted actions, the plan aims at achieving carbon neutrality in Amman, in 2050.
 
The Country programme also tailored UN-Habitat’s City Resilience Action Planning Tool to the Arab Region, to identify 120 flood hotspots in Jordan’s capital city and implement significant pilot projects focusing on green infrastructure, stormwater retention and water harvesting systems in vulnerable neighbourhoods, including areas hosting refugees. This assessment and piloting served as a catalyst for future strategic solutions and expanded resource mobilization to strengthen Amman’s resilience to water challenges.
 
 Additionally, the country programme is tackling climate-related water risks in other cities, such as Irbid and Mafraq– through further assessments and the installation of rainwater harvesting infrastructures, leveraging nature-based solutions.
 
Finally, the Country Programme is exploring integrated approaches that combine green growth, climate adaptation and sustainable development goals into strategic frameworks – for example, in Madaba City, a new project is planned to develop a Water, Energy, Food and Ecosystem (WEFE) Nexus Lab to showcase concrete ways in which public spaces can foster green development and climate resilience.




IV. Initiatives on urban crises prevention and response and activities

UN-Habitat’s compass: The Global Institutional Plan on Solutions to Internal Displacement (2023)

DATA, KNOWLEDGE 
AND ADVOCACY NORMATIVE WORK OPERATIONS 

3 pillars of the Institutional Plan

 Aligned with the SG’s Action Agenda on Internal Displacement,
position UN-Habitat as a strategic partner to national/local
governments, UN agencies, NGOs, and the international community in
addressing internal displacement in urban areas.

 Approach: Urban Expertise: Leverage UN-Habitat's territorial and
urban planning capabilities, HLP nexus.

 Strategic Global Partnership: With UNHCR, IOM, UNDP and JIPS.
Develop agreements to extend expertise to partners where UN-
Habitat lacks direct programming.



IV. Overview of  Institutional Plan on Solutions to Internal 
Displacement 

2. Develop an Urban Displacement Lab capacity dedicated to
urban displacement solutions

6. Establish a network of displacement focal points

5. Enhanced in-house data capacity on displacement

7. Set up a community of practice on solutions to internal 
displacement

8. Build internal capacities on solutions to urban displacement
3. Mobilise additional resources to fully deliver on the Plan

• Provide capacity building, back-office support, surge support, and 
application of approaches & tools developed and tested

• Create a network of urban displacement focal points in each sub-
region and in sections working on relevant technical areas at HQ.

• Collaborate and share experience on programme development 
and mobilization of resources

• Strengthen the Data and Analytics Unit, with a focus on 
displacement data and trends, development of indicators

• Five CoP sessions have completed in collaboration with IIED, 
JIPS, UNCDF, OSA and NRC, covering Urban IDPs solutions, 
Profiling and Data, Funding and financing, HLP, and territorial 
assessment and investment strategies

• New training material and existing digital training materials will 
be made accessible on UN-Habitat’s digital learning platform

• Additional resources will be available to UN-Habitat Staff (ex. 
GP2.0, Nexus Academy)

1. Develop and Strengthen global partnerships to maximise
impact and make them operational

• Develop an emergency fund aimed at facilitating the rapid 
deployment of UNH in response to urban crisis and emergencies 

• Additional country support through Internal Displacement 
Solutions Fund (IDSF) from the Officer of Special Advisor

4. Enhance interventions at country level in support of UNCT
• Colombia, Ethiopia, Iraq, Mozambique and Somalia received IDSF 

enhancing territorial approach to IDPs and establishing dedicated 
pathways to solutions in cities. 

9. Develop normative works to scale up solutions
• Towards inclusive solutions to urban internal displacement
• Guide to Mainstream Migration and Displacement into Urban Policy
• Mainstreaming Migration and Displacement in Urban Planning and 

Public Space Development
• Housing, land and property rights for local integration and durable 

solutions in customary contexts



Zooming in on : “Towards inclusive solutions to urban internal displacement” 
A global framework for Governments, UN agencies and partners

IV. Initiatives on urban crises prevention and response and activities

NORMATIVE 
WORK

• A task force (UNHCR, IOM, UNDP, UNICEF, WFP, FAO) with 
external partners (WB, JIPS, IMPACT)

• With the objective to provide sustainable, scalable, and 
transformative responses to urban internal displacement

• Key Mindset Shifts, Core Operational Principles, and 6 
Programmatic Elements for integrated responses (below)

 Core Operational Principles
• Understand and capitalize on pre-existing 

urban systems 
• Emphasize agency and voice of 

‘displacement affected communities’ 
• Fully embrace the central importance of 

location
• Prioritize ‘No Regrets’ urban investments 
• Truly ‘own’ the commitment to government 

ownership

 Key Mindset Shifts
• From delivering “durable solutions in cities” 

to facilitating “inclusive urban 
displacement solutions” 

• From emergency crisis to development 
challenge… and opportunity 

• From IDPs as a “humanitarian caseload” to
IDPs as urban citizens within Displacement 
Affected Communities



IV. Initiatives on urban crises prevention and response and activities 
at the country levels

Activities in key countries

• Burkina Faso: Durable housing solutions for IDPs and 
improved social cohesion.

• Iraq: Development of national housing policy, land rights 
protection, and climate adaptation initiatives.

• Lebanon: Emergency assistance in South Lebanon, disaster 
risk management, and strengthening of firefighting 
capacities.

• Myanmar: Climate resilience building, water and food 
security, and support for local climate action.

• Gaza: Focus on damage assessments, shelter strategy 
advisory and transitional shelter solutions. Proposals target 
for debris management, profiling and early recovery plans.

• Syria: Focus on resilience-oriented recovery, earthquake and 
conflict damage assessment, and city recovery planning.

• Sahel Region: Spatial Development Strategy to reduce 
vulnerabilities and promote peace.

• Ukraine: Urban recovery planning, housing policy reform, 
and digital solutions for urban recovery.

• Yemen: City profiling for conflict recovery, WASH 
interventions, and housing rehabilitation.

Internal Displacement Solutions Fund (IDSF)
• UN-Habitat has been implementing support through 

IDSF in five countries: Colombia, Ethiopia, Iraq, 
Mozambique and Somalia.​

• Focuses on finding durable solutions for IDPs, especially 
in protracted situations.​

• Continue enhanced partnerships with IOM, UNDP, and 
UNHCR at the country level and seek additional support 
to leverage the initial catalytic project.

Sudan crises response
• Collaboration with UNHCR on integrated human 

settlement approaches for Sudanese refugees in CAR, 
Chad, Egypt, Ethiopia, Libya, South Sudan and Uganda.



IV. Status of  the development of  efforts to reconstruct the human 
settlements in the Gaza Strip 

Introduction

• Purpose: This update builds on the preliminary report from 
the first session of 2024, responding to Decision 2024/2 of 
UN-Habitat’s Executive Board.

Limitations and Current Challenges

• Restricted access: The ongoing conflict has made ground 
assessments impossible; data validation is pending.

• Humanitarian focus: The primary concern remains 
humanitarian aid. Recovery and reconstruction efforts 
depend on future ceasefire conditions.

• Debris management: a new debris quantification completed 
with UNEP, while planning for  a 2nd Rapid Damage and 
Needs Assessment (RDNA) by World Bank, UN, and EU is 
underway.



IV. Status of  the development of  efforts to reconstruct the human 
settlements in the Gaza Strip

UN-Habitat’s initiatives
• Debris Management Framework: A framework ensuring a 

coherent and sustainable debris management approach, 
engaging all key actors in the sector.

• Gaza Debris Management Working Group: Established, co-
chaired by UNDP and UNEP, addressing housing, land, and 
property rights concerns.

• Resource Mobilisation: CNs developed for needed 
resources to implement emergency shelter support, urban 
profiling and recovery planning interventions.

• Technical intervention: Initial mapping of possible sites for 
transitional shelter solutions and the related methodology 
finalised.

Next Steps
• Collaboration: Continued collaboration with UNEP, UNDP, 

Shelter Cluster (led by NRC), Gaza Site Management 
Working Group (led by UNRWA and ACTED) on debris 
management and transitional shelters.

• Future assessment: advancing towards comprehensive 
report is only possible if the situation improves

Impact on Human Settlements (July – September 2024)

• Debris accumulation: The conflict has produced 47 million 
tonnes of debris, an increase of 107% since January 2024.

• Rafah: 1447% increase
• Khan Younis: 166% increase
• Deir Al-Balah: 115% increase
• Gaza Governorate: Highest total debris, 72% increase

• Damage overview:
• affecting 66% of all structures in Gaza

• Displacement crisis: 90% of Gaza’s population (1.9 million) 
displaced by September 2024

• Shelter challenges: Progress on transitional shelter 
solutions stalled due to active military operations



IV. Way forward

Strengthen Partnerships
With UNHCR
• Global Refugee Forum: UN-Habitat and UNHCR supported 

the first Multistakeholder Pledge for Climate Resilient 
Sustainable Human Settlements for Refugees and Host 
Communities, led by Ethiopia and Kenya. The pledge 
promotes climate adaptation, sustainability, social equity, 
and community participation in urban and rural areas.

• Sudan Crisis Response: UN-Habitat is developing integrated 
settlements for refugees and hosts via a regional platform 
consolidating data and evidence. Initiatives include:

• Urban Displacement Lab: Capacity building, back-
office support, surge support, and application of 
approaches & tools developed and tested

With UNHCR & World Bank
• Joint efforts to address climate resilience and develop 

sustainable settlements for forcibly displaced populations 
and hosts, focusing on potentially CAR, Chad, Kenya, 
Ethiopia, Uganda, and Mauritania.

Emergency fund
• Develop an emergency fund aimed at facilitating the 

rapid deployment of UN-Habitat in response to urban 
crises and emergencies

Engagement with the ASG Special Advisor’s Office
• UN-Habitat is providing technical advice and discussing 

a post-ASG mandate strategy, including a guide for 
internal displacement.

12th World Urban Forum
• 60+ events on urban migration and displacement 

planned
• Spotlight events on internal displacement and Gaza
• Arena event on the solutions framework



Thank you

unhabitat.org
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