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Annex 2. First Ministerial Meeting on Urbanization and 
Climate Change


This year’s Ministerial Meeting builds on the first-ever Ministerial Meeting on Urbanization and Climate Change at COP27. Convened 
by the COP27 Presidency with the support of UN-Habitat, the meeting occurred on 17 November 2022 as part of Solutions Day. It 
brought together 50+ representatives from national governments as well as local leaders as part of LGMA. The Ministerial Meeting 
was a significant step in delivering the vertical alignment needed for multilevel climate action to achieve the Paris Agreement.



The meeting emphasized the need to strengthen multilevel climate action as a critical framework for addressing the climate crisis 
and called for better integrating subnational actors within the design and implementation of climate change plans, policies, and 
strategies, including Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and National Adaptation Plans (NAPs). Delegates also endorsed 
regular ministerial meetings on urban development and climate change at future COPs as a mechanism to track progress. 



The COP27 Presidency’s Sustainable Urban Resilience for the Next Generation (SURGe) Initiative, supported by UN-Habitat and 
ICLEI was also launched at the Ministerial Meeting. This initiative is a platform to connect local, national, and global level to 
coordinate collective action and fosters cross-sectoral collaboration between sectoral initiatives. All with the objective to build more 
strategically on cities and sustainable urbanization to help deliver the targets of the Paris Agreement and the SDGs. It also aims to 
widely share replicable solutions and best practices. 



Access the COP27 Ministerial Meeting report: Ministerial Meeting on Urbanization and Climate Change 2022


Annex 3. COP28 Coalition for High Ambition Multilevel 
Partnerships (CHAMP) for Climate Action

Multilevel cooperation—i.e., partnerships among nations, their subnational jurisdictions, and international organizations, multilateral 
financial institutions, and civil society groups—is a priority for the COP28 presidency, which seeks to elevate it as a major enabling 
factor for implementation of the Paris Agreement and a meaningful response to the Global Stocktake.



The urban content of Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) is improving, but it remains insufficient. UN-Habitat led analysis 
shows that only 24% of nations’ pledges under the Paris Agreement include strong urban content. Increasing this and setting 
national targets in closer collaboration with subnational governments can help close the emissions gap because cities, states and 
regions are ready to act and with the right support could rapidly reduce 90% of their emissions through existing, technically feasible 
means.



With the ambition to have a groundbreaking moment for subnational and multilevel action that secures a lasting place in the 
climate agenda and COP process, the presidency is supporting partners to advance a new platform dedicated to multilevel 
partnerships, the Coalition for High Ambition Multilevel Partnerships (“CHAMP”) for Climate Action. CHAMP is a commitment by 
national governments to engage subnational governments, including cities, towns, states and regions, in the planning, financing, 
implementation and monitoring of climate strategies (Nationally Determined Contributions, NDCs, for example). It is a proposal by 
the COP28 Presidency and Bloomberg Philanthropies supported by subnational networks and partner organizations (GCoM, C40, 
ICLEI, Under2, UCLG, UN-Habitat, NDC Partnership and more), and consulted on with a diverse “contact group” of countries.



The launch of CHAMP complemented - and has been made possible by - an ecosystem of initiatives that champion subnational and 
local climate leadership and multilevel action spanning over decades. In the years since the adoption of the Paris Agreement these 
initiatives have proven critical to the objectives of the UNFCCC.



CHAMP seeks to connect existing initiatives that support NDC development (e.g., the NDC Partnership) or help accelerate local 
level action (including but not limited to: Subnational Climate Action Leader’s Exchange (SCALE), Sustainable Urban Resilience for 
the Next Generation (SURGe), the City Climate Gap Fund, the C40 Cities Finance Facility, Cities Climate Finance Leadership Alliance, 
etc.). 



With respect to the link with the COP27 Presidency-led Sustainable Urban Resilience for the Next Generation (SURGe) initiative, both 
Initiatives strive to collectively keep 1.5C degrees within reach and increase adaptation and resilience. CHAMP does so by rallying 
national governments to pledge to enhance cooperation with subnational governments and activating an ecosystem of support for 
this cooperation, while SURGe provides a complementary vehicle that enables the translation of this national commitment into 
localized cross-sectoral climate action.



Access the CHAMP pledge and list of endorsers here
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https://unhabitat.org/cop27-presidency-sustainable-urban-resilience-for-the-next-generation-surge
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2023/04/cop27_ministerial_meeting_on_urbanization_and_climate_change_final.pdf
https://www.cop28.com/en/cop28-uae-coalition-for-high-ambition-multilevel-partnerships-for-climate-action


Annex 4. COP27 Presidency Sustainable Urban Resilience for 
the next Generation (SURGe) Initiative

Connecting local, national and global levels for climate action  



SURGe is a COP27 Presidency Initiative dedicated to connecting the local, national and global levels with the vision to achieve 
global climate goals by using effective multilevel governance to transform cities to be healthy, sustainable, just, inclusive, low-
emission and resilient urban systems for a better urban future for all. To achieve this vision, the SURGe Initiative is dedicated to 
equipping cities to accelerate local climate action and building more strategically on cities and sustainable urbanization as allies to 
help deliver the targets of the Paris Agreements and the Sustainable Development Goals.  



The SURGe Initiative has been developed under the leadership of the COP27 Presidency in collaboration with UN-Habitat and 
facilitated by ICLEI. It was officially launched at the Ministerial Meeting on Urbanization and Climate Change at COP27. It has been 
endorsed by 180+ global partners. The SURGe objective is achieved by connecting local, national and global levels for climate 
action and delivering through five integrated tracks and track partners: Buildings and Housing, Urban Energy, Urban Waste and 
Consumption, Urban Mobility and Urban Water. It builds on existing work in this space, on commitments of local and regional 
governments, adds momentum to existing initiatives, and provides a holistic framework to achieve sustainable and resilient urban 
systems.  



SURGe offers the opportunity to turn urban resilience, climate-proof infrastructure and informal settlements into an economic, 
social and political opportunity for accelerating resilience to climate impacts and sustainable development. This is a critical 
opportunity for local, regional and national governments to work together and collaborate with key stakeholders and rightsholders 
to simultaneously advance decarbonization efforts while building resilient urban systems that allow residents to not simply survive 
but thrive. 



The updated concept note and summary brochure for SURGe can be found here.
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https://unhabitat.org/cop27-presidency-sustainable-urban-resilience-for-the-next-generation-surge




UNITED NATIONS HUMAN SETTLEMENTS PROGRAMME

P.O. Box 30030, Nairobi 00100, Kenya

unhabitat-info@un.org

www.unhabitat.org


