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The United Nations Agenda 2030 contains 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with 
169 targets to address global social, environmental, and economic challenges by 2030, of 
which many must be implemented at the local level. Voluntary Local Reviews have gained 
prominence as a means for local and regional governments to assess SDG progress and re-
maining challenges. Citizen and community engagement in SDG implementation have been 
recognized as instrumental in achieving the goals and targets. This report presents the find-
ings of a Voluntary Local Review conducted in Emboreet village, Tanzania. The objective 
was to assess the localization of Agenda 2030, explore the involvement of citizens and other 
social actors in SDG implementation, and understand their perceptions of the efforts made 
in achieving the SDGs. The research employed a Community Participatory Action Research 
methodology to ensure active community participation and collaboration. It reviews thirteen 
SDGs as a combination of those adapted by the Emboreet village from the Tanzania Vision 
2025 and priorities of community stakeholders. 
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By Johan Lilja, Secretary General, Swedish 
International Centre for Local Democracy

The mission of the Swedish International Centre for 
Local Democracy (ICLD) is to contribute to pover-
ty reduction by promoting local democracy. In order 
to fulfil this, we promote and encourage decentralised 
cooperation through municipal partnerships program-
me; adding capacity-building through our international 
training programmes; and investing in relevant resear-
ch and creating important research networks. ICLD 
documents and publishes key lessons learned from our 
ongoing activities, initiates and funds relevant research, 
engages in scholarly networks, connects relevant resear-
chers with practitioners, and organises conferences and 
workshops. 

We support the localization and implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals, including the develop-
ment of Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs) to trace pro-
gress at the local level. Sustainable development is only 
possible if it is just and equitable. Therefore, to make the 
greatest possible contribution to Agenda 2030, ICLD 
supports VLRs conducted with Community-based 
Participatory Research (CBPR), which assume speci-
fic methodologies to advance a bottow-up perspective 
and uplift the voices of marginalized groups. The re-
ports – developed by researchers and local governments 
together – aim at simoultaneously strengthening local 
governments’ capacity to engage citizens and implement 
Agenda2030, while innovating monitoring mechanisms 
to be more qualitative and capture the voice of the pe-
ople they concern. 

This report shows the measures Emboreet in Tanzania, 
a Maassai village engaged in a municipal partnership 
with Strängnäs, Sweden, has taken to ensure liveli-

hoods, education and access to health, as well as roots 
remaining gaps in structural and technical challenges 
that remain. The process has been instructive to the vil-
lage leadership about their way forward. But perhaps the 
most important result is that communities were asked, 
listened to, and empowered to participate in shaping 
their local reality. 

My genuine opinion is, to fight poverty and reach the 
ambitious goals set out by Agenda 2030, change must 
be anchored at the local level by means of equity, parti-
cipation, transparency, and accountability – and leave no 
one behind. I hope that this study can help Emboreet 
local government to improve their work as well as inspi-
re others to explore participatory methods in research 
and policy-making. 

Visby, Sweden

Johan Lilja, 
Secretary General, ICLD
June 2023

Preface
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Executive Summary

This report presents a concise overview of the key 
findings and highlights from the research project to 
create a Voluntary Local Review conducted in Emboreet 
village. It uses a community-based participatory 
approach to provide an overview of the village’s 
progress, challenges, and aspirations in implementing 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The report highlights that a majority of respondents in 
Emboreet village were aware of the existence of SDGs, 
with a notable emphasis on SDGs related to hunger 
(SDG 2), health and well-being (SDG 3), education 
(SDG 4), water and sanitation (SDG 6), infrastructure 
(SDG 9), and climate change (SDG 13) as these reflect 
the pressing challenges within their community. The 
community knew of the SDGs primarily through news 
reports, social media, local government, academia, and 
development partners.

The review identified a priority mismatch among 
stakeholders, with Simanjiro District council 
prioritizing SDGs 3, 4, and 10, while Emboreet village 
council prioritized SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 13. The 
community members’ preferences closely align with 
those of the village council, with SDGs 2, 3, 4, 6, 9 
and 13 being their primary concerns. This indicates the 
need for dialogue and collaboration to bridge the gap 
and ensure all aspects of sustainable development are 
addressed.

To ensure the principle of leaving no one behind, 
the Emboreet village council has implemented 
several measures. These include supporting income-
challenged and vulnerable individuals through the 
Poverty Reduction Fund, providing free vaccination for 
children against Polio, and allocating 10% of its income 
to empower youth, women, and people with disabilities 
through economic empowerment initiatives. However, 
the review revealed that marginalized and vulnerable 
groups, such as people with disabilities, the elderly, and 
youth, still receive limited attention and support.
Community members in Emboreet village actively 
participate in the development of their community, 
particularly in projects that require mobilization of 
community resources. While the village council has 

made efforts to include the community in planning 
and decision-making for development, it was found 
that not all development projects properly incorporate 
citizen participation. In some instances, community 
members are informed about ongoing initiatives or 
projects, but their ability to directly influence decision-
making and implementation may be limited.

Efforts made towards SDG implementation in 
Emboreet village were notable, focusing on democratic 
and accountable government, sustainable provision 
of social services, social and economic development, 
and nurturing a safe and healthy environment. 
However, financial limitations, limited national 
government support, cultural barriers, and SDG data 
availability were identified as significant challenges in 
implementing and localizing the SDGs.

The report recognizes the importance of SDG 
monitoring and reporting in ensuring accountability 
and improving implementation. While the local 
government has not previously conducted voluntary 
local reviews and assessments, there was a general 
consensus among respondents that a voluntary 
review process would enhance implementation and 
accountability.

The findings highlight the importance of continued 
community engagement, improved resource allocation, 
strengthened institutional mechanisms, and enhanced 
data management for effective SDG implementation. 
Recommendations include promoting multi-
stakeholder partnerships, fostering capacity-building 
initiatives, and fostering an enabling environment for 
sustainable development.

The insights from this Voluntary Local Review in 
Emboreet village provide valuable information and 
inspiration for policymakers, local governments, and 
stakeholders elsewhere in formulating strategies and 
interventions to accelerate progress towards the SDGs, 
notably by motivating deep citizen consultations and 
participation. The report underscores the significance of 
participatory approaches and collaboration in achieving 
sustainable development at the community level.
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In September 2015, the United Nations adopted 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with 169 
targets to address global concerns regarding social, 
environmental, and economic growth [1]. The 
integration of SDGs into policies and practices is 
crucial for achieving the 2030 Agenda, requiring the 
involvement of local governments in implementing 
the SDGs through a process of localization and 
working closely with stakeholders, including citizens, 
to promote inclusive sustainable development [2], [3]. 

Mirroring Voluntary National Reviews which Member 
States can submit to the UN to trace their progress 
toward the SDGs, Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs) 
have gained prominence as a means to assess SDG 
implementation at the local level and the impact of 
localization policies on national implementation, 
with an increasing number of local and regional 
governments engaging in the assessment process [4]. 
Local and regional governments may use VLRs to 
communicate their stories and promote local priorities. 
VLRs enable the evaluation of local obstacles and 
priorities in achieving the SDGs at the subnational 
level, resulting in a more comprehensive narrative 
of national development [5]. Studies conducted in 
South America and Asia have affirmed the usefulness 
of VLRs in advancing progress of the SDGs at the 
grassroots level [6] [7].

Citizen- and community participation in SDG 
implementation has been recognized as valuable in 
achieving positive impacts on the goals and targets 
[5] [9]. However, challenges may arise in developing a 
concerted and agreeable implementation framework at 
the community level, including the setting of realistic 
targets [10] [11] [12]. Community participation in and 
through VLRs can help bridge the gap by incorporating 
social factors into the SDGs and enabling citizens to 
provide valuable information for policy changes [13] 
[14].

Several African countries such as Kisumu (Kenya) and 
Capetown (South Africa), have reported on the local 
challenges of SDG implementation at the grassroots 
level as due to weak multi-level government structures 
and limited institution capacity [15]. To overcome 

these challenges, a solid framework for multi-
stakeholder involvement and coordination at all levels 
of governance is necessary [15] [16]. In Tanzania, the 
SDGs are being implemented within the framework 
of Tanzania Development Vision 2025, aiming to 
transform the nation into a middle-income and semi-
industrialized country by 2025. Tanzania has adopted 
and prioritized SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, and 17, as 
outlined in the Five Years Development Plan II (2016-
2021) [17].The Local Government Authority (LGA) 
system in Tanzania ensures the decentralization of 
essential services, enabling planning, monitoring, and 
implementation closer to the communities through 
local council revenues [18]. Emboreet Village Council 
has integrated the Tanzania Development Vision 
2025 and the Five Years Development Plan II into its 
development plans, aligning with the prioritized SDGs 
set by the United Nations. 

There is no predetermined format or structure of 
Voluntary Local Reviews. However, many VLRs 
are based on preexisting city data and quantitative 
indicators which presents a missed opportunity 
to capture qualitative data from communities and 
marginalized groups. This report is the VLR conducted 
in Emboreet village in the form of a community-based 
participatory study.

Objective of the VLR

The VLR in Emboreet village aimed to examine 
SDG awareness among different stakeholders in 
Emboreet village; identify SDG priorities between 
the village council and the community stakeholders; 
assess citizen participation and engagement in 
SDG implementation; highlight implementation 
challenges, and propose solutions to accelerate 
progress towards the SDGs. The review focused on 
selected goals as adopted by the Emboreet village 
from the Tanzania Vision 2025 and other community 
stakeholders, including;
• No poverty (SDG 1)
• Zero hunger (SDG2)
• Good health and well-being (SDG3)
• Quality education (SDG4)
• Gender equality (SDG5)

Introduction
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• Clean water and sanitation (SDG6)
• Affordable and clean energy (SDG7)
• Industry, innovation and infrastructure (SDG9)
• Reduced inequalities (SDG10)
• Sustainable cities and communities (SDG11)
• Climate action (SDG13)
• Peace, justice and strong institutions (SDG16), 

and 
• Partnership for goals (SDG17)

In doing so, the VLR intended to contribute to a 
comprehensive understanding of the SDG landscape 
in Emboreet Village and provide recommendations 
for improving SDG implementation and engagement.

Context of Emboreet ward

Emboreet village is situated within the Emboreet ward, 
located in the Simanjiro district of the Manyara region 
in Tanzania. As per the 2022 Tanzania census, the 
estimated population of the Emboreet ward is 20,996 
individuals. Among them, there are 49% men and 51% 
women, resulting in a sex ratio of 96% [4]. It can be 
estimated that Emboreet Village has a population of 
approximately 7,000 people. The predominant ethnic 
group in Emboreet village is the Maasai, with only a 
small representation of other ethnicities from different 
parts of Tanzania. The village comprises seven 
vitongoji (hamlets), namely Emboreet Madukani, 
Ingun’g, Maleleki, Laarkatial, Esilalei, Katikati, and 
Lenaitunyo.”

Emboreet village possesses essential social 
infrastructure to cater to the needs of its citizens. The 
village is equipped with two primary schools, one 
secondary school, one vocational training institute, 
one civil society organization, three churches, one 
mosque, and a health center owned and operated by 
the Catholic Church. However, it is worth noting that 
access to basic amenities such as water and electricity 
is limited to one vitongoji (hamlet) in the village, 
Emboreet Madukani.

The primary economic activity in Emboreet village 
revolves around agriculture, encompassing both 
livestock keeping and farming. The village’s residents 
engage in rearing cows, goats, sheep, and chickens, 
while cultivating crops such as maize, sunflower, and 
beans. In addition to agriculture, there are also various 
small-scale business activities present in the village, 
including shops, restaurants, and bars.

Figure 1. A map showing the location of Emboreet village. 
Source: Google Maps

Figure 2. Emboreet secondary school

Figure 3. Cow grazing as one of the main economic activities at Emboreet village
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Institutional mechanisms

To conduct VLR at Emboreet village, formal 
arrangements between the University of Dar es Salaam, 
Institute of Development Studies (IDS) researchers, 
local assistant researchers and the Simanjiro district 
council as well as the Emboreet village council 
were established. This partnership was important 
to ensure alignment with the local governments’ 
priority and objectives, collaborate and work together, 
ensure integration of local knowledge, expertise and 
perspective on the VLR of the SDGs. 

In addition, the VLR utilized the hybrid model of 
partnership and hub and spoke model to conduct 
the review [20].  The lead research coordinator who 
is an academic from the University of Dar es Salaam, 
the focal person for the coordination using hub and 
spoke model worked in close collaboration with the 
office of the Simanjiro district council, Civil Society 
Organizations (CSO) and Nonprofit Organizations 
(NGO’s) so as to ensure consistent information 
sharing. Using the partnership model, the lead research 
investigator worked in collaboration with two research 
assistants from the Emboreet village community and 
the Emboreet village council chairman involving 
participation of Emboreet community members. 
This approach was necessary so as to ensure active 
participation of Emboreet community members in the 
VLR process so as to integrate their priorities towards 
sustainable development. 

To facilitate communication sharing among the 
stakeholders that were involved, meetings, physical 
visits and telephone communication channels 
were utilized. The established partnership among 
stakeholders including Emboreet community 
members and the models adopted ensured effective 
collaborations, information and knowledge exchange, 
ensuring integration of the community priority into 
the VLR process.

Stakeholder mobilization – the community-
based participatory approach

The Emboreet village VLR adopted a community based 
participatory research approach (CBPR) to combine the 
research with an empowerment effect for the community. 
CBPR aims to engage the target group of a study in all 
phases of the research, to empower local voices and 
facilitate knowledge uptake. Stakeholder mobilization and 
engagement in this study aimed to promote participation 
and make sure that all perspectives and priorities were 
incorporated into the VLR process to ensure a thorough 
and inclusive evaluation of the village’s progress toward 
the SDGs, and subsequent measures. 

Simanjiro district council and Emboreet village 
council were engaged to gather information on SDGs 
priorities, budget allocation, and implementation in 
Emboreet village. Through in-depth interviews, using 
questionnaires (see Annex I and II), representatives from 
the councils and community members were interviewed 
to understand their perspective and gather relevant data. 
Furthermore, NGOs and CSOs located in Simanjiro 
district that specifically serve the Emboreet community 
and the ones located at Emboreet were contacted 
and interviewed on to identify their priority areas and 
evaluate their contribution to the SDGs’ implementation. 
Engaging vulnerable groups such as women, children, 
young people, the elderly, and those with disabilities, was 
another key component of the VLR. Through surveys 
and focus group discussions, their views and perspectives 
were included in the review.

Data collection and processing

Within this framework, both qualitative and quantitative 
data was used to achieve a thorough understanding 
of the SDGs implementation in Emboreet village, as 
detailed below.

Document review

To improve subject understanding, a comprehensive 
review of the literature was carried out, including journals, 
articles, and reports on the localization of the SDGs and 
community involvement in SDG implementation.

Methodology
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Focus group discussions (FGDs)

The VLR involved two focus group discussions with 
representation from diverse stakeholders. Both groups 
consisted of women and people with disabilities as 
representatives of vulnerable groups, youth, community 
business people, Maasai traditional leaders, local 
government officers, civil servants (such as teachers and 
doctors), and religious leaders from different hamlets 
(Vitongoji). Each FGD comprised 12 people, with three 
being the main VLR researchers and the remaining nine 
representing different stakeholder groups.

Survey

A cluster sampling technique was applied, targeting 250 
respondents from the seven vitongoji (hamlets) within 
Emboreet village. The review objectives were addressed 
through a software-based questionnaire tool with a mix 
of closed- and open-ended questions

Participatory video

Including participatory video aimed to enable community 
members to offer their opinions in a communicable way 
on the implementation of sustainable development in 
their community, raise awareness about their priority 
areas for SDGs, advocate for citizen participation, and 
contribute to social transformation. Participatory video is 
an approach where the target group of the research is part 
of creating a video to stimulate reflection, gather insights 
and own conclusions. In this case the village leadership 
was part of the creating team and the results validated 
with the featured individuals. The choice of participants 
for the video-making process was made with inclusivity 

as a primary consideration. It was carefully examined 
to include representation from a range of stakeholder 
groups, including women, youth, local traditional leaders, 
business owners, and village council officials. Due to the 
videos’ wide representation, the viewpoints, needs, and 
difficulties of the community were fully represented. 
Video data were analyzed through video editing to 
ensure stakeholder participants’ voices and messages were 
accurately represented. The video process not only shed 
light on the achievements and progress made towards the 
SDGs but also identified areas that required additional 
attention and resources.

Data analysis

SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) software 
was used to process quantitative data from the surveys 
in order to compute descriptive statistics, inferential 
statistics, and find correlations between variables. The 
analysis aimed to summarize the responses, identify 
patterns, relationships, trends within the data.

Qualitative data, including insights from focus group 
discussions and key informant interviews were analyzed 
using thematic analysis. Carefully reviewing the transcripts 
and recorded responses provided recurring themes and 
codes. This approach provided priorities and viewpoints 
of various stakeholders in connection to the SDGs to 
complement, nuance and enrich the quantitative data.

Indicator selection

The specific targets and indicators for each prioritized 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) were chosen 
from the SDG catalog according to local relevance. 
However, certain SDG indicators were inaccessible 
due to unavailable data. In some cases, specific targets 
were substituted. The lack of available data significantly 
constrains the assessment of the SDGs in this VLR and 
in accelerating their progress.

Figure 4. FGD session in Emboreet village
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This chapter discusses the environment for 
implementation of the SDGs within Emboreet village 
to create ownership of the SDGs, along with relevant 
practices, norms and cultural factors that shape both 
implementation and the sense of importance and 
urgency among different stakeholders.

Policy and enabling environment

Local governments in Tanzania operate under the 
Ministry for Regional Administration and Local 
Government (MRALG), which works with the Prime 
Minister’s Office to formulate broad national policies 
and to monitor local authorities to ensure that the 
policies are integrated into locally developed programs. 
District councils coordinate the activities of the 
township authorities and village councils.  Emboreet 
village follows a rural system of governance whereby 
the activities of the village council are coordinated 
by the district council (in this case Simanjiro) and the 
village is accountable to the district council for all the 
revenues received for day-to-day administration. The 
village council is responsible for formulating plans 
for their area, in most cases with district approval. 
Village councils are elected by the village assembly 
and has three standing committees: finance and 
planning; social services; and defense and security and 
two statutory committees of HIV/AIDS and council 
ethics committees. The role of the committees is to 
develop policy, set budgets and oversee the work of 
specific departments [5].

According to the UN [22], localization is the process 
of defining, implementing and monitoring 
strategies at the local level for achieving global, 
national, and sub-national sustainable development 
goals and targets. The Emboreet Village council has 
incorporated the Tanzania Development Vision 2025 
(2015 -2025) and the National Five-Year Development 
Plan 2021/22 – 2025/26 (FYDP) to reach the UN 
Agenda 2030 and the 2063 African agenda. The 
seven vitongoji (hamlets) in Emboreet each comprise 
an elected chairperson who appoints a secretary and 
three further members, all of whom serve on an 
advisory committee. All these committees provide 
a grassroots link to the ward structure, and enable 

participation of local people in local development.

Emboreet village council ensures that everyone is 
involved in the implementation of SDGs through 
community meetings. The first meeting starts 
at the vitongoji (hamlet) level were community 
members gather and identify challenges that face 
them and decide on the development challenge that 
need action to be taken. Priorities for local service 
delivery and development projects are discussed 
by the committees, before being forwarded to the 
ward development committee (WDC) by the village 
council. WDC members includes the elected ward 
councilor as chairperson, the ward executive officer 
(WEO), a salaried official with no voting rights, 
women councilors, all village chairpersons within 
the ward and all village executive officers (VEOs). 
According to the rural system of governance of 
Tanzania, the WDC is responsible for coordinating 
the development plans and social service plans, 
supervising project implementation and service 
delivery activities, and serving as a liaison between 
sub-ward projects and higher-tier local government 
development plans [5].

In addition to the identified challenge the village 
council works with CSOs and NGOs that are willing 
to help solve the challenge. For projects that cannot 
be solved by the village council and the community 
they are addressed to the district council and await 
a solution from them. Thus, at Emboreet village, 
communities identify their priorities and use 
available local resources to overcome their 
challenges. Communities thereby become the 
main actors for their own development and the 
Government becomes the enabler where the 
community cannot perform.

SDG Prioritization and implementation
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Priorities of the local government and 
stakeholder communities

This section identifies and analyses the SGDs 
prioritized by the Simanjiro district council, 
Emboreet village council, CSOs, NGOs and the 
Emboreet community members and how they align 
with the needs and aspiration of the village. While 
there is general alignment of the priorities among 
stakeholders, there are some notable differences. 
Findings from the in-depth interviews with key 
stakeholders showed that Simanjiro district council 
prioritizes three Sustainable Development Goals: 
SDG 3, SDG 4 and SDG 10. On the contrary 
Emboreet village council focuses on SDGs 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7 and 13. Furthermore, the findings showed 
that, CSOs prioritized all the SDGs with exceptions 
of SDG 8, 11, 12, 14 and 15. The priority mismatch 

among Simanjiro district council, Emboreet village 
council and CSOs shows difference in perspectives 
and interests of the stakeholders. It shows the need for 
engagement in dialogue and collaboration to bridge 
the gap and ensure important aspects of sustainable 
development are clearly addressed. 

Additionally, findings from the survey showed that 
Emboreet community members mainly care about 
SDGs 2, 3, 4, 6, and 13 as seen on figure 6 below. 
This indicates a stronger emphasis on addressing 
basic needs and immediate concerns in relation to 
food security, health care, education, availability of 
water, infrastructure and climate change mitigation 
at the local level.

Figure 5. Link between Tanzania Five-Year Development Plan and SGDs. 
Source: [6]
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Integration of key principles of 
development and democracy

This section focuses on the integration of key 
principles, as established in the literature and practice 
of democracy and sustainable development, into 
the prioritization and implementation of SDGs 
at Emboreet village, to ensure a comprehensive 
and inclusive approach to development. This also 
makes up the analytical lens for this review. Four 
key dimensions are addressed: leave no one behind; 
gender equality, participation and accountability.

Leaving No One Behind

As a key principle in Agenda 2030, this highlights 
the necessity of ensuring that development benefits 
all members of the community, with particular 

attention to those who are marginalized, vulnerable, 
or disadvantaged. The VLR assessed the extent to 
which the prioritized SDGs address the specific needs 
and concerns of various groups within the Emboreet 
village, including women, children, and people with 
disabilities, youth and the elderly. 

To comply with this equity dimension and ensure no 
one is left behind, the Emboreet village council has 
implemented several measures. It allocates 10% of its 
revenues to empower youth, women and people with 
disability through economic empowerment initiatives. 
For instance, related to SDG 1 (no poverty), the council 
has a poverty reduction fund through the Tanzania 
Social Action Funds (TASAF). This fund supports 
income-challenged and vulnerable individuals 
identified by the village council in collaboration 
with the village local leaders. In addition, the village 
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Figure 6. SDGS priorities at Emboreet village by community members
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council is implementing the free secondary education 
policy set by the government of Tanzania in 2015 
thus enabling children from poor families’ access 
to education hence accelerating attainment of SDG 
4. The village council also provides free vaccination 
for children against Polio, which relates to SDG 3 on 
good health and well-being. 

Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) also play a crucial 
role to the principle of leaving no one behind in the 
village. For instance, the Tanzania Conservation and 
Community Empowerment Initiative (TACCEI) 
in Simanjiro has implemented a Maasai Women 
Empowerment and Climate Change Adaptation 
Project (MWECCAP), which aims to alleviate 
poverty among Maasai women. Specifically targeting 
Maasai women to help lift them from poverty. 

However, the review revealed that, despite the 10% 
from the local government allocated to marginalized 
and vulnerable groups in the village, people with 
disability, elderly and youth receive limited attention 
and support. This concern was raised during the Focus 
Group discussion (FGD) with one of the participants 
highlighting that “It seems that the only group which 
has been given more attention and empowerment are 
women, while people with disability, the elderly and 
the youth are neglected”.

Gender Equality

Gender equality is a fundamental principle that 
advocates for equal rights, opportunities, and 
involvement of both men and women in development. 
However, Emboreet village is a patriarchal Maasai-
oriented society where men predominantly make the 
decisions, leaving Maasai women devoid of decision-
making rights and land inheritance. Consequently, 
the development contributions of Maasai women, 
including those described in this report, largely hinge 
on decisions made by men. More gender equality 
initiatives are needed from both the local government 
and the CSOs to strengthen women’s rights.

In collaboration with the Ministry of Community 
Development, Gender and Special Groups, Emboreet 

village council ensures gender mainstreaming in the 
implementation of the programs, which includes 
women, girls and boys’ participation in planning, 
implementation and monitoring activities at the 
community levels. In Emboreet village, both men 
and women participate in community meetings and 
resource mobilization hence contributing to SDG 
implementation of their village. However, gender gaps 
persist in the fields of education and employment, as 
highlighted in figure 7. Most women in the village 
lack formal education and are not actively engaged 
in economic activities. This highlights the need 
for gender mainstreaming in education and the 
employment sector.

Recognizing the need for economic empowerment, 
the Emboreet village council has taken steps to 
coordinate microfinance groups, primarily consisting 
of women. These groups engage in economic activities 
such as crafting cultural ornaments and participating 
in agricultural activities to uplift them from poverty 
and contribute to the village’s economic development. 
Economic empowerment initiatives are supported by 
both the Emboreet village council and Civil Society 
Organizations (CSO’s).

Another crucial aspect of promoting gender equality 
in the village is raising awareness. The Emboreet 
village council and CSOs have developed programs 
focused on advocacy for gender equality within the 
community, to remove gender-based obstacles and 
fostering a community where men and women are 
able to thrive on the same basis.
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Figure 7. Men and Women engagement in economic activities
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Participation

The participation principle emphasizes the active 
involvement of all stakeholders including community 
members in the design, implementation and 
monitoring of development initiative. It is an essential 
component of sustainable development as it ensures 
that community priorities and needs are considered 
and that development efforts are more inclusive and 
successful.

The survey conducted in this study showed that 
community members participate actively on the 
development of their community, particularly in 
projects that require community mobilization of 
resources. 57.3% of the interviewed respondents 
actively engage in planning and discussing 
development issues in their community through 
participation in community meetings (see fig. 8). 
Additionally, 32.5 % of the respondents contribute 
to the achievement of the SDGs through resource 
mobilization, wherein they contribute money or 
physical labor to address community needs. 

While the village council has made efforts to include 
the community in planning and decision-making for 
development, not all development projects properly 
incorporate citizen participation. In some instances, 
community members are informed about ongoing 
initiatives or projects such as water supply and road 
construction, but their ability to directly influence 
decision making and implementation may be limited. 
Only 8% actively participate in needs assessment 
for SDG implementation. Furthermore, figure 9 
highlights that 56% of the interviewed respondents 
were not aware of the development initiatives done by 
the local government in their village. 

A significant portion of respondents, 65.3%, are not 
aware of the collaboration and partnership between 
the Emboreet village council and other development 
stakeholders such as CSOs (see fig. 10). Only 25.6% 
of the respondents are aware of such collaborations 
and partnerships. This disparity highlights the need 
to enhance communication about the collaborative 
efforts of the village council and other stakeholders 

in driving development in Emboreet village. Wider 
awareness will lead to empowering the community 
to demand accountable governance, greater 
participation, enhanced resource mobilization, and 
progress in Emboreet village.
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Figure 8. How the Emboreet community engage in SDG implementation

Figure 9. Community awareness on existence of community-led initiatives and 
projects at Emboreet village

Figure 10. Community awareness on local government collaboration and 
partnership with other development stakeholders
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Accountability

Accountability is a key component in the SDG 
prioritization process as it requires and reproduces 
transparency, responsibility, and effective governance. 
To guarantee that actions are carried out to achieve the 
desired results, it entails the development of systems 
for reporting and feedback, as well as mechanisms 
for monitoring and evaluating progress. In Emboreet 
village, several mechanisms have been put in place to 
promote accountability in the SDG prioritization and 
implementation process.

Emboreet village has set up a framework for monitoring 
and evaluating the progress of SDG implementation. 
This framework and reporting mechanisms mainly 
uses target adjustment mechanisms, analysis of report 
and periodic reporting to monitor and evaluate each 
prioritized goal. Periodic reporting of at least once every 
six months are done and reports are shared with relevant 
stakeholders including community members through 
meetings, government agencies and development 
partners. These reports offer updates on achievement 
and challenges of the SDGs being implemented. 

Although Emboreet village council and CSOs 
share periodic SDG implementation reports with 
the community, awareness of these reports appears 
relatively low. Figure 12 illustrates that a three quarters 
of the interviewed respondents did not know and were 
not aware of the reports shared while only 25 % know 
this. To ensure access to information that is necessary 
for the community to effectively demand accountability, 
there is a need to improve community awareness on the 
reports. The village council could leverage the existing 
communication channels such as community meetings, 
CSOs and through community leaders.

In addition, only CSOs use indicator changes to monitor 
and evaluate their SDG implementation process in the 
village as seen on figure 11. Indicators provide specific 
and measurable data that can help track progress more 
effectively. This shows the need to strengthen the use of 
indicators in monitoring and evaluation also by the local 
government.

Vision

The village’s vision focuses on several key SDGs, 
including Goal 2: Zero hunger, to address the issue of 
food security in the village, Goal 3: Good Health and 
Well-Being focuses on the need for improved health 
facilities. Goal 4: Quality education by ensuring equal 
access to education and necessary infrastructure needed, 
Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation by ensuring water 
access to all vitongoji (hamlets) in Emboreet and Goal 
13: Climate action by planting trees and practicing 
climate smart agriculture. These goals were seen as 
critical to addressing the pressing challenges facing 
Emboreet village community and fostering long-term 
development. Further it highlights that both the local 
government, CSOs and the community members see 
the need for localization of SDGs so as to achieve the 
prioritized SDGs and contribute to the village vision.
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This section assesses the efforts made by the 
local government and stakeholder communities in 
implementing the prioritized SDGs in Emboreet 
village: initiatives that are in line with the global 
Agenda 2030 and African Vision 2063 development 
agenda, while striving to meet the unique needs and 
concerns of the community. The Simanjiro district 
council, Emboreet village council and CSOs have 
taken several initiatives and efforts to implement the 
prioritized Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
in line with their differing priorities among the 
SDGs1. On a general level, one of the key initiatives 
undertaken by these stakeholders is the allocation 
of yearly budgets dedicated to implementing the 
prioritized SDGs in Emboreet village, as illustrated in 
Table 1. Among the sectors that obtained more funding 
in year 2023 education stands out, which is in line 
with it being a major challenge for Emboreet village.

1    As previously mentioned, Simanjiro district council prioritizes SDG 3, SDG 4 and SDG 10, while Emboreet village focuses on a broader range of SDGs including 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 and 
13. The CSOs in the village have shown a commitment to addressing all the SDGs, except for SDGs 8, 11, 12, 14 and 15.

SDG 1: End poverty in all its 
forms everywhere 

A63 Goal 1: A high standard of living, quality of life and 
well-being for all citizens

Target 1 a: Implement programs and policies to end 
poverty in all its dimensions

To implement SDG 1(No poverty) which aims to 
eradicate poverty in all its forms and dimensions, in 
the year 2022, Emboreet ward allocated a budget of 
16,596.00 US dollars (USD) from the Poverty Reduction 
Fund project to address poverty within the community. 
Additionally, in 2023, a Beekeeping project is being 
implemented with funding from Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs) amounting to 8,298 USD. The 
Tanzania Conservation and Community Empowerment 
Initiative (TACCEI) is also involved through their 
project called Maasai Women Empowerment and 
Climate Change Adaptation Project (MWECCAP), 
which aims to alleviate poverty among Maasai women. 
The Eclat Foundation has a poverty alleviation 
program specifically targeting Emboreet village, and 
the NAFGEM CSO in Simanjiro has implemented 
various projects to eradicate poverty in the community. 
These projects include a Soap Making project in 2017, 
a Bracelet Making project in 2019, and the provision of 
a corn grinding machine in 2020 to support a group of 
women in their struggle against poverty.

The data on engagement of community members 
in activities aimed at poverty eradication, as seen in 
figure 13, offers important perspectives on how much 
the local community actively participates in economic 
efforts to raise their standard of living and fight poverty 
on the individual level. 48.7% of the interviewed 
respondents are self-employed, engaging in livestock 
keeping, farming and small-scale entrepreneurship 
as their primary source of income. These community 

Progress on goals and targets

Total annual 
budget (USD) 2019/20 2021/22 2022/23

Simanjiro 
Village 
Council

11277122.94 11988635.08

Emboreet 
Ward 

Council
74682 103725 124470

NAFGEM 244297.23 250204.27 589006.65

ECLAT 497880 497880 497880

SELA 4771.35 5186.25 5601.15

TACCEI 12447

Table 1. Total annual budget of LGA and CSOs on prioritized SDGs in Emboreet 
village
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members use their agricultural resources and abilities to 
make a living and support their families. Encouraging 
agriculture and livestock-related activities are thereby 
important strategies for alleviating poverty in the village. 

34.7% of the respondents were not employed, 
highlighting the challenges faced by a significant portion 
of the community in accessing sustainable livelihood 
opportunities. This emphasizes the need for targeted 
interventions to create employment opportunities to 
empower the unemployed population and uplift them 
from poverty. For example, women in the community 
have formed groups with the support of the Local 
Government Authority (LGA), CSOs, and NGOs, 
engaging in various economic activities to improve their 
financial well-being.

Despite these efforts, the review revealed that a 
significant portion of the population in Emboreet still 
lives in extreme poverty. Social, cultural, and financial 
constraints have been identified as contributing factors 
to the persistence of poverty within the community. 
Additionally, poverty eradication in Emboreet is 
considered an individual responsibility by the 
community rather than the role of the government. 
This is why, based on the review findings, SDG1 
(No Poverty) was not among the prioritized 
goal within the Emboreet community. This 
implies that further initiatives and resources are 
needed to address the underlying social, cultural, 
and economic barriers that contribute to the 
community’s persistent poverty.

SDG 2: End hunger, achieve 
food security and improved 
nutrition and promote 
sustainable agriculture 

A63 Goal 3: Healthy and well-nourished citizens

Indicator 2.4.1 Proportion of agricultural area under 
productive and sustainable agriculture

In collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, the 
Local Government Authority (LGA) plays a crucial 
role in addressing SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) in Emboreet 
village. The LGA’s efforts focus on providing 
microfinancing and extension services to small 
agricultural holdings, aiming to increase productivity 
among subsistence farmers. These interventions are 
essential in promoting food security and reducing 
hunger in the community.

In 2023, Emboreet village council has implemented two 
programs to address hunger, with funding provided 
by the LGA. The first program is the Food Provision 
Program, which allocates 4,149 USD to ensure access to 
food for vulnerable community members. The second 
program is the Pesticide Provision Program, allocating 
1,908.54 USD to support farmers in protecting 
their crops and increasing agricultural productivity. 
NAFGEM CSO also contributes to SDG 2 through 
various programs, including farming, animal rearing, 
and business empowerment initiatives. These programs 
aim to enhance food production, improve livelihoods, 
and reduce hunger in the community. TACCEI 
foundation has implemented community garden 
projects in 2023, specifically targeting SDG 2. These 
projects aim to ensure food security by promoting 
sustainable agricultural practices and empowering 
community members to cultivate their own food. 
Furthermore, as highlighted in figure 13 above, most 
community members actively engage in farming 
activities and animal rearing, which are vital for food 
production and self-sufficiency. These initiatives and 
community participation in agriculture show the effort 
being made by everyone to end hunger and achieve 
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Figure 13. Level of engagement in economic activities of community members in 
Emboreet village
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SDG 2. However, the review data indicates that further 
efforts are needed to ensure access to food and enhance 
agricultural productivity for all community members.

SDG 3: Ensure healthy lives 
and promote well-being for all 
at all ages 

A63 Goal 3: Healthy and well-nourished citizens

Target 3.7: By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual 
and reproductive health-care services, including for 
family planning, information and education, and 
the integration of reproductive health into national 
strategies and programmes;

Indicator: 3.8.1 Coverage of essential health services; 
3.b.1 Proportion of the target population covered by 
all vaccines included in their national programme.

Health and well-being is a crucial goal in Emboreet 
village. Efforts are being made by various stakeholders 
to improve healthcare services and ensure the well-being 
of the community members. In 2023, the Simanjiro 
district council allocated a budget of 400,378.50 USD 
from its own revenue, dedicated to the construction of 
health centers, facilities, healthcare worker housing, and 
medication. This investment aims to enhance healthcare 
infrastructure and services within the village. In 2021, 
the village council also utilized their own resources to 
construct residents for healthcare workers, allocating 

14,521.50 USD for this purpose. Furthermore, a 
hospital ward was constructed with a budget of 
22,819.50 USD, provided by the Local Government 
Authority (LGA). These initiatives demonstrate the 
commitment to improving health facilities and services 
in Emboreet village.

In 2023, the Tanzania Conservation and Community 
Empowerment Initiative (TACCEI) launched a 
program to improve nutrition among Emboreet 
children. This program has a budget of 10,000 USD 
and aims to address malnutrition and promote healthier 
dietary practices among children. Additionally, the 
Eclat Development Foundation is implementing a 
family education program to support the Emboreet 
community in family planning. This initiative 
focuses on educating community members about 
family planning methods and reproductive health, 
contributing to the overall wellbeing of families within 
the village. Furthermore, the NAFGEM organization 
funds free health services for elders and children, 
ensuring that these vulnerable groups have access to 
essential healthcare services.

In terms of access to healthcare, Emboreet village 
currently has only one healthcare center, which is 
owned by the Catholic Church. This indicates that the 
LGA has given relatively little attention to this goal, 
despite it being a priority for the community. Further 
attention and development in the healthcare sector is 
thus needed to ensure that adequate healthcare services 
are readily accessible to all members of the Emboreet 
community. The reliance on a single healthcare center, 
rather than a broader network of care facilities, can 
lead to disparities in health outcomes and could 
particularly affect vulnerable groups such as the elderly 
and children. It is therefore also a question of equity. 

In addition, the review identified a tendency among the 
Emboreet community members, particularly the Maasai 
population, to avoid hospital attendance. This sentiment 
was shared by the hospital director, who explained 
that “Maasai people tend to avoid hospitals until 
their health condition becomes critical, preferring 
traditional remedies instead”. The preference for 
traditional remedies, as observed among the Maasai, 

Figure 14. Livestock keeping contributes to SDG 2 in Emboreet village
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may also reflect a lack of trust or familiarity with 
modern healthcare practices. This may reflect a potential 
gap in understanding the benefits of modern healthcare 
practices. To address this, concerted efforts are 
required to bridge the gap in perception and encourage 
community members, especially the Maasai, to seek 
health checks and medical treatment when needed. 

SDG 4: Ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education 
and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all 

A63 Goal 2: Well educated citizens and skills revolution 
underpinned by science, technology and innovation 

A63 Goal 18: Engaged and empowered youth and 
children

SDG Indicator 4.1.2: Completion rate (primary 
education, lower secondary education, upper secondary 
education)

Significant efforts are being made to improve 
educational facilities and promote access to education 
for all community members in Emboreet village, 
and several initiatives demonstrate a commitment 
to expanding educational facilities within the 
community. The Simanjiro district council has 
allocated a budget of 63,910.99 USD in 2023 for the 
construction of a secondary school and teachers’ 

housing. This investment aims to provide educational 
opportunities for students at the secondary level 
and improve the working and living conditions for 
teachers. In the period of 2020-2023, the Emboreet 
village council has also undertaken construction 
projects to enhance the educational infrastructure. 
They have constructed secondary school classrooms 
worth 20,745 USD and school teacher houses worth 
33,192 USD, utilizing the budget provided by the 
Local Government Authority (LGA). 

Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) play a crucial 
role in implementing SDG 4 in Simanjiro district 
and Emboreet village. For instance, the NAFGEM 
organization has programs that support education for 
girls from poor families, including the construction, 
repair, and renovation of school classrooms. The 
Eclat Development Foundation also contributes to 
SDG 4 by aiming to construct at least six schools 
annually. So far, they have successfully built a 
primary school, secondary school, and vocational 
training school, providing increased educational 
opportunities for community members.

The review also revealed that community members 
actively contribute to the development of SDG 4 as 
seen on figure 9 above on community engagement in 
SDG implementation at Emboreet village. They have 
built a kindergarten through their own contributions, 
showcasing their commitment to early childhood 
education. However, despite the efforts of the LGA, 
CSOs, and the community, using indicator 4.1.2 
of Quality Education on completion rate, it was 
found that 38.7% of the interviewed respondents 
did not attend formal education, 34.2% have only 
attained primary education, 22.6% have attained 
secondary education and with only a few individuals, 
2.5% having had access to tertiary education. This 
highlights the need for continued focus on improving 
access to quality education and promoting educational 
attainment at all levels within the community, 
especially considering the percentage of individuals 
with limited or no formal education.

Figure 15. Emboreet village health center



24  |  SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR LOCAL DEMOCRACY

VOLUNTARY LOCAL REVIEW (VLR) IN EMBOREET VILLAGE 
IN MANYARA REGION IN TANZANIA

WORKING PAPER NO 21

SDG 5: Achieve gender 
equality and empower all 
women and girls 

A63 Goal 18: Engaged and empowered youth and 
children.

Target 5.1:  End all forms of discrimination against all 
women and girls everywhere

Various initiatives have been undertaken in Emboreet 
village to promote gender equality and empower 
women and girls. In 2022, the Emboreet village 
council allocated a budget of 2,074.50 USD to a non-
governmental organization (NGO) to raise awareness 
about gender equality within the community. The 
Eclat Development Foundation and the NAFGEM 
organizations also contribute to the implementation 
of SDG 5 by conducting empowerment programs and 
providing education on gender equality. These efforts 
aim to challenge gender norms, empower women and 
girls, and promote equal opportunities.

The Simanjiro Citizen Empowerment and Legal 
Assistance Organization (SELA) has an ongoing project 
(2018-2025) to provide legal aid and education specifically 
for women in Simanjiro, including in Emboreet. This 
project is valued at 19,915.20 USD and seeks to enhance 
the rights and legal knowledge of women, enabling them 
to participate fully in society. In addition, the Sport 

Impact and Discipleship Development Organization 
(SPIDD) organizes female football games with the 
support of development partners. In 2013, a budget of 
82.98 USD was allocated for this activity, promoting 
sports engagement and empowering girls through 
participation in sports.

Furthermore, the data shows that there are gender 
differences in educational achievement, with fewer 
women moving on to higher levels of education. This 
was further emphasized by one of the mothers who said:

“In Emboreet village, educating a girl is met with 
ridicule. Even my father educated all my brothers 
except me. When I enrolled my daughter in school, I 
faced mockery. Yet, I was determined to provide her 
with an education, unlike mine. She and another 
girl are the village’s only two female university 
students, set to graduate this year.”

This emphasizes the requirement to remove obstacles 
standing in the way of women and girls pursuing 
education and realizing their full potential aligning with 
Target 5.1 on gender equality as well as the previous goal 
on quality education. 

Moreover, the data emphasizes the presence of strong 
cultural values and a patriarchal nature within the 
community. Due to the nature of the village culture, 
the survey has a low number of female respondents, 
with a disproportionate number of educated women. As 
emphasized in the quote above, however, most women 
lack access to formal education. This factor makes 
the proportion of female respondents with access to 
education, which is higher than that of men, misleading. 
Together, the findings show that access to education is 
difficult for both sexes, with a significant percentage of 
the population lacking a formal education.

These cultural norms perpetuate gender inequality and 
restrict opportunities for women and girls. In order to 
attain gender equality within the Emboreet community, 
these findings emphasize the necessity for ongoing 
efforts to question gender norms, expand educational 
opportunities for women and girls, and overcome 
cultural barriers. 
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Figure 16. Level of community education among respondents of Emboreet village
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SDG 6: Ensure availability and 
sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all 

A63 Goal 6: Blue/ocean economy for accelerated 
economic growth

Indicators 6.1.1  Proportion of population using safely 
managed drinking water service; 6.2.1 Proportion of 
population using safely managed sanitation services

In 2022, the Emboreet village council allocated a 
budget of 145,215 USD from the Local Government 
Authority (LGA) to construct a water supply tank. 
However, it was found that the water tank only supplies 
water to one hamlet (kitongoji) in Emboreet which is 
Emboreet Madukani, while the remaining six hamlets 
(vitongoji) still lack access to clean water. To address 
this issue, in 2023, the village council drilled two 
water wells using funds from an NGO, amounting to 
18,670.50 USD. The Eclat Development Foundation 
has also contributed to SDG 6 by drilling water wells 
for the Emboreet community in other hamlets.  

Despite efforts made, the majority of people in 
Emboreet village still lack access to water, making 
the achievement of SDG 6 a prioritized goal for 
the community. Women and children suffer the 
most, being forced to walk long distances and 

spend a significant portion of their day to fetch 
water. This severely reduces their opportunities 
to engage in economic activities and therefore 
limits their potential to personal and communal 
growth and development. Children’s lives are 
disrupted as they dedicate considerable time to 
fetching water instead of actively participating 
in school activities, hampering their education 
and overall development. Additionally, it was found 
that a significant number of community members 
do not have access to proper sanitation practices, as 
many lack toilets. This highlights the need for further 
investment and strategies to improve water access, 
ensure sustainable water management, and promote 
proper sanitation practices within the community.

SDG 7: Ensure access to 
affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern 
energy for all 

A63 Goal: Environmentally sustainable and climate 
resilient economies and communities

Indicators 7.1.1: Proportion of population with access 
to electricity; 7.1.2 Proportion of population with 
primary reliance on clean fuels and technology

Achieving the objective of affordable, reliable, sustainable, 
and modern energy for all is essential for increasing 
livelihoods, encouraging economic development, and 
enhancing the general wellbeing of the community in 
Emboreet village. To address the challenges associated 
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Figure 18. Water supply tanks and a borehole in Emboreet village
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with SDG 7, the Emboreet village council has 
undertaken two projects funded by an NGO. In 2021, 
a training program was implemented to educate the 
community on the benefits of using less fuel-consuming 
cookers and promoting clean cooking practices. 

In 2022, Emboreet village council conducted the Rural 
Energy Electricity program, with funding provided by 
the Local Government Authority (LGA). While these 
efforts have made a positive impact, it is important 
to note that only one hamlet (kitongoji), Emboreet 
Madukani, currently has access to electricity from 
Tanzania Electricity Supply Company (TANESCO). 
The remaining hamlets vitongoji still lack access 
to electricity, resulting in limited opportunities for 
economic growth and social development. One of the 
interviewed respondents showed her dissatisfaction 
with the efforts done by the local government to 
ensure supply of electricity within the village: “I do 
not understand why we do not have access to 
electricity as Emboreet Madukani hamlet although 
we are near to each other”.

Solar power could be an alternative sustainable and 
renewable energy source, which the majority of the 
community members do not yet have access to. It 
is worth noting that, apart from the LGA, no Civil 
Society Organizations (CSOs) have been involved in 
implementing initiatives related to SDG 7 in Emboreet 
village. Engaging CSOs with expertise in off-grid 
solar power systems and energy-related initiatives 
could make an important difference in increasing 
the community’s access to clean and sustainable 
energy.

SDG 9: Build resilient 
infrastructure, promote 
inclusive and sustainable 
industrialization and foster 
innovation

A63 Goal 4: Transformed economies

Indicator 9.1.1 Proportion of the rural population 
who live within 2 km of an all-season road

SDG 9 aims to build resilient infrastructure, promote 
inclusive and sustainable industrialization, and 
foster innovation. These objectives are crucial for 
driving economic growth, enhancing productivity, 
and creating opportunities for the community in 
Emboreet village. From the review it was found out 
that SDG 9 was among the most prioritized SDG by 
the Emboreet community members, as seen earlier 
in figure 6. However, it was observed that neither 
the Simanjiro district council nor the Emboreet 
village council had allocated budgets or undertaken 
specific activities to achieve this goal. This lack of 
prioritization by the local authorities suggests a 
missed opportunity to address the infrastructure 
needs of the community.

Moreover, the review revealed that none of the 
interviewed CSOs were actively engaged in 
implementing initiatives related to SDG 9 in Emboreet 
village. This indicates a gap in collaboration between 
CSOs and the community in pursuing sustainable 
and inclusive infrastructure development. 

One notable challenge identified during the review 
is the poor state of roads in almost all the hamlets 
(vitogoji) of Emboreet. Poor infrastructure hampers 
the ability of children to attend school and poses 
difficulties for patients seeking medical care, 
especially during the rainy season, as narrated by 
one interviewee: “When it rains, it is difficult for 
children to go to school and even for patients to 
go to the hospital”. The absence of specific efforts 
to improve infrastructure exacerbates these issues 
and hinders progress towards achieving SDG 9, while 
demonstrating the linkages with other SDGs. More 
attention to infrastructure development is crucial to 
address these challenges and promote sustainable 
development holistically.
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SDG 10: Reduce inequality 
within and among countries 

A63 Goal 20: Africa takes full responsibility for 
financing her development Goal

Target 10.2: By 2030, empower and promote the 
social, economic and political inclusion of all, 
irrespective of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, 
origin, religion or economic or other status

Target 10.3: Ensure equal opportunity and reduce 
inequalities of outcome, including by eliminating 
discriminatory laws, policies and practices and 
promoting appropriate legislation, policies and 
action in this regard

SDG 10 focuses on reducing inequality, emphasizing 
inclusivity and addressing disparities. In order 
to foster a more equitable society, there is a clear 
need for concerted efforts aimed at tackling 
income disparities, countering social exclusion, and 
enhancing access to essential services. However, in 
relation to Emboreet, the review highlights that only 
the Simanjiro District council and Simanjiro Citizen 

Empowerment and Legal Assistance Organization 
(SELA) have proactively allocated budget to and 
prioritized SDG 10. This may reflect a missed 
opportunity to comprehensively address inequality 
within Emboreet village. 

In the year 2023, the Simanjiro District Council 
has allocated a budget of 43,368.29 USD from its 
own revenue sources to implement a diverse array 
of programs geared towards addressing inequalities 
within the district. A notable measure, intertwining 
SDG 10 and 5, involves providing loans to women in 
the village, effectively targeting income disparities. 
Furthermore, the SELA foundation administers a 
Legal Aid Program that specifically benefits women 
within the Simanjiro district, including Emboreet 
village. This program provides women with essential 
legal advice and assistance. A multifaceted approach 
contributes to addressing disparities on various 
levels, fostering greater equity and inclusivity within 
the community. 

SDG 11: Make cities and 
human settlements inclusive, 
safe, resilient and sustainable 

A63 Goal 1: A high standard of living, quality of life 
and well-being for all citizens

Target 11.c: Support least developed countries, 
including through financial and technical assistance, 
in building sustainable and resilient buildings 
utilizing local materials

The review conducted in Emboreet village revealed 
that while the Simanjiro District Council, Emboreet 
Village Council, and Civil Society Organizations 
have taken steps to allocate budgets and prioritize 
certain SDGs, SDG 11 on safe, resilient, and 
sustainable communities was notably absent from 
these efforts. The SDG 11 was also not identified as 
a prioritized goal among the community members of 
Emboreet. This lack of prioritization and dedicated 

Figure 19. One of the main roads in Emboreet village



28  |  SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR LOCAL DEMOCRACY

VOLUNTARY LOCAL REVIEW (VLR) IN EMBOREET VILLAGE 
IN MANYARA REGION IN TANZANIA

WORKING PAPER NO 21

efforts towards SDG 11 could be attributed to the 
fact that Tanzania, as observed, does not emphasize 
this particular goal within its national development 
strategies.

Despite its absence from the local priorities, the 
inclusion of SDG 11 in the report is driven by the 
broader context of sustainable development: while 
not an immediate focal point, the recognition of SDG 
11’s significance at the national and international 
levels prompts its intensified consideration. By thus 
advocating exploration of the challenges and potential 
opportunities aligned with SDG 11, the report seeks 
to underline the importance of addressing inclusive 
and sustainable communities, even in cases where they 
might not be immediately apparent. This approach 
contributes to a more comprehensive understanding 
of the village’s development landscape. Therefore, 
while SDG 11 may not emerge as a local priority, it is 
included here by way of conclusion that the local and 
regional and community priorities are even better 
understood with a view to SDG 11. As such, it better 
integrated the broader sustainable development 
agenda and the potential benefits of integrating its 
principles within the village’s long-term growth and 
welfare.

SDG 13: Take urgent action to 
combat climate change and its 
impacts 

A63 Goal 7: Environmentally sustainable and climate 
resilient economies and communities.

Target 13.2: Integrate climate change measures into 
national policies, strategies, and planning

Climate change emerges as a major concern for both 
the Emboreet Village Council and the community 
members, as seen in Figure 6 earlier. An ongoing 
drought, attributed to the effects of climate change, 
has resulted in dry lands and a lack of rainfall, which 
significantly impacts agricultural activities and 

obstructs the attainment of SDG 2 (Zero Hunger). 
Long dry periods and a lack of rainfall have decreased 
soil moisture levels, making it difficult for crops to 
grow and develop normally. The insufficient water 
supply has led to stunted growth, lower production, 
and in some cases, crop failure. Moreover, the scarcity 
of water has had a significant impact on livestock 
rearing, which is an essential source of livelihood 
and sustenance for many households in Emboreet. 
To address this challenge, the Emboreet Village 
Council has implemented projects and programs.

In 2022, with funding from the Local Government 
Authority (LGA), the village council conducted a 
Climate Change Awareness campaign among the 
Emboreet community members. This initiative 
aimed to raise awareness about the impacts of 
climate change and promote sustainable practices. 
Furthermore, in 2023, a budget of 5,808.60 USD has 
been allocated for the initiation of a Tree Planting 
Project. The community members are actively 
engaged in this project, collaborating with the village 
council to contribute to reforestation efforts and 
mitigate the effects of climate change.

Among the 10 Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) 
interviewed, only one organization, TACCEI, 
addresses SDG 13. In 2017, TACCEI conducted 
a climate change awareness program for pastoral 
communities, receiving 1,000,000 USD funding 
from the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID). Additionally, in 2023, under the Maasai 
Women Empowerment and Climate Change 
Adaptation Project (MWECCAP), TACCEI aims 
to promote Climate Smart Agriculture at Emboreet 
village, with 1,000 USD funding from the Family 
Empowerment Ministries (FEMI). This project aims 
to promote Climate Smart Agriculture practices at 
Emboreet village, providing training, resources, and 
support to empower local women and enhance their 
resilience in the face of climate change impacts.

The community displays high awareness of the 
far-reaching consequences of climate change, and 
demonstrate willingness to engage in collaborative 
efforts with the local government and CSOs to 
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addressing and overcoming the challenges posed 
by climate change. The initiatives by the Emboreet 
Village Council, TACCEI and the potential 
for community mobilisation demonstrate their 
commitment, but continued efforts are needed to 
build resilience and mitigate the effects of climate 
change on the community, particularly as the 
consequences of climate change felt in Emboreet 
village were not caused there. 

SDG 16: Promote peaceful 
and inclusive societies for 
sustainable development, 
provide access to justice 
for all and build effective, 
accountable and inclusive 
institutions at all levels 

A63 Goal 11: Democratic values, practices, universal 
principles of human rights, justice and the rule of 
law entrenched; Goal-12: Capable institutions and 
transformative leadership in place; Goal-13: Peace, 
security and stability is preserved

Target 16.7: Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory 
and representative decision-making at all levels

SDG 16, which aims to promote peaceful and 
inclusive societies, provide access to justice, and 
build effective institutions, is an essential goal for 
sustainable development. The significance of this 
goal extends beyond its individual components, as it 
fundamentally supports the overall stability, equity, 
and progress of a society. By addressing violence, 
upholding the rule of law, ensuring access to justice, 
and establishing robust institutions, SDG 16 lays 
the groundwork for advancements in various other 
development pursuits. However, based on the review 
conducted, it was found that SDG 16 is not prioritized 
by the Simanjiro District Council, Emboreet Village 
Council, and the community members of Emboreet. 
This lack of prioritization reflects an overlooked 
opportunity to improve critical components of the 
village’s justice, inclusion, and effective governance. 
There may be difficulties in ensuring access to 
justice for all people, encouraging accountability, 

and maintaining an inclusive and peaceful society if 
SDG 16 is not prioritized. Among the Civil Society 
Organizations (CSOs) involved in the review, 
only one organization, SELA, has taken action to 
promote justice within Emboreet Village through its 
Legal Aid program. This program is a positive step 
towards addressing the gaps in access to justice and 
promoting legal empowerment among community 
members, but not sufficient.

SDG 17: Strengthen the 
means of implementation 
and revitalize the Global 
Partnership for 
Sustainable Development 

A63 Goal 19: Africa as a major partner in global 
affairs and peaceful co-existence

Indicator 17.3.1 Additional financial resources 
mobilized for developing countries from multiple 
sources

Emboreet village council collaborates with Civil 
Society Organizations (CSOs) and Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs). However, there are no specific 
budgets, projects, or initiatives set for SDG 17, which 
focuses on implementing development initiatives 
through partnerships. The lack of specific funding 
for SDG 17 demonstrates an overlooked chance in 
Emboreet village to improve collaboration and achieve 
sustainable development through partnerships.

Among the CSOs involved in the review, only two 
out of ten had allocated budgets and implemented 
projects to support Partnership for Goals. The SELA 
organization works in partnership with the LSF 
organization, and TACCEI works in partnership with 
FEMI to implement their prioritized SDG goals. These 
partnerships demonstrate a positive step towards 
achieving SDG 17 and promoting collaboration for 
sustainable development.

Furthermore, based on the findings presented in Figure 
10 above on Community awareness of local government 
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collaboration and partnership, it was revealed that a 
significant portion of the community members in 
Emboreet village are unaware of the collaboration 
between the LGA and other development 
stakeholders. This lack of awareness hinders the 
community’s ability to actively participate in and 
benefit from collaborative development efforts.

To enhance the implementation of SDG 17, it is 
crucial for the LGA, CSOs, and NGOs to allocate 
resources specifically for partnership initiatives, 
develop concrete projects that foster collaboration, 
and raise awareness among the community about 
the ongoing collaborative initiatives. By doing so, 
Emboreet Village can leverage the potential of 
collaborations, effectively engage the community, 
and work more comprehensively toward reaching 
sustainable development goals.

Challenges and needs

The VLR conducted in Emboreet village identified 
several challenges in the implementation of the 
prioritized SDGs. Local government officials and 
civil society organizations (CSOs) reported financial 
constraints as the biggest factor affecting SDG 
implementation, while for community members 
that was exceeded by lack of meaningful stakeholder 
engagement (see figure 20 and 21). 

Inadequate human resource with limited skilled 
personnel and expertise to effectively implement and 
monitor SDG initiatives was another major challenge 
affecting the implementation of SDGs in Emboreet 
village mentioned by the local government. Limited 
national government support i.e Inadequate support 
and guidance from national government agencies 
in local SDG implementation efforts, conflicting 
priorities resulting in competing resource allocation 
decisions that did not align with the SDGs, limited 
coordination across levels of government agencies 
i.e insufficient coordination and collaboration 
among different levels of government agencies in 
implementing the SDGs and lack of meaningful 
participation from stakeholders only were another 
challenges indentified by the interviewed CSOs. 

Furthermore, it was identified from the review that 
insufficient data and information on SDG indicators 
and progress tracking at the local level, limited 
local interest i.e lack of widespread awareness and 
engagement among community members regarding 
the importance of the SDGs were also among the 
challenges identified by CSOs. Cultural barrier 
is another challenge in the implementation of the 
SDGs in Emboreet village. Emboreet village is 
the Maasai community where men have influence 
in decision making towards development thus this 
hinders implementation of some of the SDGs such 
as SDG4, SDG5 as well as influence of women 
participation in development activities.

Conflict among village leaders was another challenge 
that was identified by the respondents that hindered 
progress on the implementation of the SDGs. This 
was emphasized through a focus group discussion 
with a respondent saying “Misunderstanding 
among leaders, poor leadership approach hinders 
progress of SDG implementation in our village as 
when leaders fight among themselves they also 
divide people and hence hindering progress.”
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Figure 20. Challenges affecting SDG implementation by LGA and CSOs

Figure 21. Challenges affecting SDG implementation by Emboreet community members
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Priority Needs 

Based on the identified challenges, certain priority needs 
were recognized to ensure the successful localization 
of SDGs. Promoting citizen participation was the 
main way proposed by CSOs and the community 
to implement localization of the prioritized SDGs. 
Community participation in SDG implementation 
will help create shared common goals and enhance 
implementation of the SDGs. Citizen participation was 
further emphasized during the FDG sessions with one 
of the participants saying “Community participation 
in the implementation of SDGs will create a sense 

of ownership to the community and hence they will 
value and appreciate the development initiatives 
conducted within the village”. In contrast, revising 
local development plans and building capacities for 
effective and responsive leadership at subnational level 
were the main ways proposed by the local government 
to ensure localization of SDGs in Emboreet village 
(see fig. 22). Asked what the main significance of 
community participation in implementing SDGs is, 
42% of the respondents stated that it will help solve 
actual problems in the community, while 25% believe 
the main benefit will be to create more opportunities 
for local socioeconomic development.
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Figure 22. Ways to promote SDG implementation

Figure 23. Significance of community participation according to survey repondents

42%

25%

18%

8%
7%

Significance of community participation
Solve the actual problems in the
community

Create more opportunities for local
socio-economic development

Gain more knowledge and capability
for sustainable development

Interlinkages with various stakeholders
(public, private, and people)

Others



33  |  SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR LOCAL DEMOCRACY

WORKING PAPER NO 21VOLUNTARY LOCAL REVIEW (VLR) IN EMBOREET VILLAGE 
IN MANYARA REGION IN TANZANIA

Local governments play a crucial role in the 
implementation of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) ensuring that sustainable development 
initiatives are effectively carried out at the grassroots 
level. This section critically reflects on the local 
government’s involvement in SDG implementation 
in Emboreet village and examines the role of local 
democracy in driving progress.

Efforts made by the Emboreet local 
government

As demonstrated in the previous chapter, Emboreet 
village council has made different efforts to implement 
SDGs in the village. Aligning the action plan with 
SDGs and allocating budgetary resources, mobilizing 
human and other resources, entering collaborations 
with CSOs testifies to various development 
initiatives on SDGs. Yet only 38% of the interviewed 
respondents in this study are aware of the efforts made 
by the local government to implement the SDGs in 
their community (see fig. 23), indicating a need for 
improved transparency and community engagement 
in development implementation in Emboreet village. 

Furthermore, Table 2 shows that a significant 
percentage of respondents recognize the local 
government’s efforts to ensure the provision of social 
services to the community, with a notable focus on 
promoting democratic and accountable governance. 
It is likely these efforts significantly contribute to 
achieving the SDGs, but are not explicitly recognized 
as such. In addition, the analysis showed that decision-
making processes in Emboreet village exhibit a 

moderate level of inclusivity. While efforts are being 
made to involve diverse voices, there remains room 
for improvement in ensuring the representation of 
marginalized and vulnerable groups. Engaging these 
underrepresented segments of society will foster a 
more inclusive approach to SDG implementation, 
enabling the village to address the unique challenges 
faced by different communities within its boundaries.

Community perceptions on SGD 
localization 

Approximately 57.3% of the interviewed community 
members actively engage in development projects and 
decision-making processes, reflecting a moderate level 
of involvement. This suggests that while there is some 
participation, efforts can be made to encourage greater 
community engagement to ensure the SDGs align with 
the aspirations and needs of the villagers. Community 
meetings serve as a means to gather suggestions and 
feedback from the community regarding SDGs. 
Among the interviewed CSO respondents, a majority 
(83%) have shown commitment to localizing the SDGs, 
while the remaining respondents have not yet made a 
commitment. Additionally, 80% of the interviewed 
community respondents agree that the localization of 
SDGs is necessary.

Local Democracy and the VLR

Figure 24. Community awareness on SDG implementation by LGA in Emboreet 
village
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Community perception on participation in 
monitoring progress 

Using this VLR as an example of an opportunity 
to participate can be indicative of the community’s 
perception on participation in monitoring and influencing 
development in Emboreet. 40% of the respondents 
expressed their willingness to contribute to the VLR 
process by providing feedback and suggestions, while 14% 
prefer to contribute via other means such as meetings. 
The willingness of respondents to actively contribute to 
the VLR process demonstrates a collective aspiration for 
participatory governance.

Approximately 42% of the interviewed respondents 
agreed that Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs) can help 
improve implementation and accountability as seen on 
figure 26. This shows a growing understanding within 
the community of how VLRs can serve as a mechanism 
to ensure that local initiatives align with the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and that progress is monitored 
transparently. This was further emphasized by one of 
the respondents saying “VLR is important but both the 
community and the local government leaders should 
be aware of its essence”. This signifies a recognition of 
the shared responsibility in the accountability framework. 
These statistics reflect the shared understanding of 
the importance of SDG localization and highlight 
the potential for active community engagement and 
collaboration to achieve the SDGs.

Moreover, findings of the review showed that 85% 
of respondents do not know and are not aware of any 
voluntary review or assessment conducted by the local 
government to evaluate SDG progress at Emboreet village 

(see fig. 27). 70% of respondents indicated a need for 
greater transparency in the dissemination of information 
related to SDG progress and challenges. Strengthening 
these mechanisms and ensuring transparency will 
facilitate greater accountability and enable the community 
to actively participate in monitoring and evaluating SDG 
initiatives within the village.
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Community perception on localization of  SDGs

Figure 25. Community perception on SDG localization

Figure 26. Preferred method of community engagement in VLR

0,0%

5,0%

10,0%

15,0%

20,0%

25,0%

30,0%

35,0%

40,0%

45,0%

Strongly agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

Figure 27. Community response of VLR enhancing accountability

Figure 28. Community awareness of the assessment of SDG-implementation progress
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Integration, monitoring and 
implementation
Summary of findings

This review has assessed prioritized Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) within Emboreet 
village, efforts made towards implementation, and 
the challenges encountered. It also examined the 
level of awareness, engagement, and perception of 
the community regarding the SDGs’ progress. The 
findings and their implications are summarized 
below.

There is awareness on SDGs

Approximately half of the interviewed respondents 
in Emboreet village are aware of the SDGs though 
they do not really know if they are the goals and 
agendas set by the United Nations to be attained in 
2030 or the African development agenda to be met 
by 2063. News reports, social media and academic 
institutions as well as the LGA and CSOs are raising 
awareness of SDGs in the community.

Commitment to SDG localization is relatively high

The Emboreet village council has demonstrated 
a strong commitment to localize the SDGs. By 
aligning the SDGs with their action plan and 
allocating budget for implementation, they have 
taken concrete steps to integrate the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the African development 
agenda into their local development priorities.

Community contribution to SDG implementation 
is high but should be intensified

Emboreet community members appear to 
be the main actors for practical development 
implementation in their village particularly in 
projects that require mobilization of resources. This 
engagement indicates a sense of dedication among 
the villagers towards achieving the sustainable 
development targets within their community. The 

majority within the community are not aware of the 
development initiatives done by the village council in 
collaboration with other development stakeholders.

Opportunities for improvement

Since half of the Emboreet community members 
are still unaware of SDGs and their significance, 
more effort to raise awareness on this aspect should 
be done in collaboration between CSOs, LGA and 
academia which could also play a role, such as with 
this participatory study. Enhancing transparency in 
SDG implementation is another area of improvement 
since most people in the community are unaware 
of the progress done by the local government in 
their village. Enhancing community participation 
and engagement by considering different groups in 
the society in order to promote greater inclusivity 
in decision-making processes remains important. 
Finally, ensuring mechanisms for holding the local 
government accountable in its progress towards the 
SDGs.

Means of implementation

This subsection evaluates the practical 
implementation of the prioritized SDGs within 
Emboreet village, examining the fundamental 
components required for the effective execution and 
sustainability of progress towards the targeted goals. 

Financial Resources

The implementation of SDGs requires adequate 
financial resources to support the execution of 
various projects and initiatives. In Emboreet 
village, efforts are being made to secure funding 
from different sources, including revenue from 
the local government, central government budgets, 
development partners, and donor agencies. The 
local government has earmarked a portion of its 
budget towards SDG implementation. Additionally, 
Emboreet village actively seeks financial 
support through partnerships with development 
organizations and by exploring opportunities 
for grant funding. Furthermore civil society 
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organizations in Emboreet acquire funds through 
partnership with development organizations and also 
through exploring opportunities for grant funding. 
These financial resources are crucial for driving 
sustainable development efforts and achieving the 
identified SDG priorities.

Multi-stakeholder partnerships

Emboreet village acknowledges the significance 
of engaging diverse stakeholders to harness 
their distinct expertise, resources, and networks. 
Collaborative platforms, including regular 
stakeholder consultations, dialogue sessions, and 
joint planning processes, have been instituted to 
cultivate inclusive decision-making and foster 
ownership of SDG implementation endeavors. These 
multi-stakeholder partnerships bolster coordination, 
facilitate the exchange of knowledge, and contribute 
to the overall efficacy and enduring nature of SDG 
initiatives.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the findings presented in this 
report highlight the Emboreet village council’s 
commitment to aligning its development plans with 
the 2030 Agenda, as evident in its integration with 
the Tanzania Development Vision 2025 and the 
Five-Year Development Plan II (2016/2021). The 
allocation of annual budgets to prioritize certain 
SDGs demonstrates a proactive approach towards 
sustainable development. Nonetheless, the progress 
is challenged by various factors, including the 
impacts of climate change on agriculture, which pose 
obstacles to achieving Goals 1 and 2. Additionally, 
limited access to education, healthcare facilities, 
clean water, and inadequate road infrastructure 
present hurdles for specific goals such as Goal 
4, Goal 5 and Goal 6. This shows the need for a 
holistic approach. 

Despite engaging citizens through community 
meetings and resource mobilization for SDG 
implementation, it is evident that heightened 
awareness, engagement, and ownership within the 

community are needed. Furthermore, financial 
constraints have emerged as a significant challenge in 
effectively implementing the SDGs. Both the village 
council and community stakeholders acknowledge 
the pivotal roles of localization and voluntary 
local reviews in accelerating SDG implementation, 
fostering transparency, and upholding accountability.

The insights gathered from this research project 
provide a foundation for crafting focused strategies 
that empower the community and propel the village’s 
advancement toward SDG attainment. Through 
active participation at every stage of this research 
process, Emboreet citizens were empowered, 
ensuring that their perspectives were valued, and 
their contributions acknowledged in shaping the 
trajectory of their community’s development.

Next steps

To facilitate further progress toward the SDGs 
in Emboreet village, the following steps are 
recommended:

• Establishment of an SDG database at the 
local level, regulated and updated by the local 
authority, to facilitate access to SDG data for 
monitoring, evaluation, and implementation.

• Implementation of an effective monitoring and 
evaluation system by the local government, 
ensuring reliable and timely data collection to 
support evidence-based decision-making and 
track implementation progress. Implementing 
a robust monitoring and evaluation system 
will facilitate continuous tracking of progress 
towards the SDGs. Periodic assessments will 
allow stakeholders to identify challenges and 
make timely adjustments to strategies, ensuring 
that the village stays on track to achieve its 
sustainable development objectives.

• The Local Government Authority (LGA) 
and CSOs should build capacity to improve 
the effectiveness of SDG implementation, 
monitoring, and evaluation.
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• The Emboreet village council should strengthen 
partnerships with the private sector and Civil 
Society Organizations (CSOs), as well as forge new 
partnerships, to promote collaborative actions, 
attract resources, and leverage technology for 
accelerated SDG implementation. The village 
council should also establish a coordination 
mechanism among stakeholders to monitor 
implementation progress, prevent duplication 
of efforts and resources, and identify areas 
requiring further attention and implementation. 
This will facilitate collaboration, sharing of 
lessons, challenges, and good practices.

• The Emboreet village council should increase 
and strengthen domestic revenue sources and 
integrate Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs) into 
SDG implementation to foster transparency and 
accountability.

• Emboreet village council should promote 
awareness and engagement on SDGs within 
the village, leveraging existing networks, 
partnerships with CSOs, media, awareness 
campaigns, and community meetings. Special 
attention should be given to children and youth 
as the future leaders. Collaborative efforts 
between the local government, academia, civil 
society organizations, and community leaders 
could me intensified utilizing the regular 
meetings conducted in the community, in 
schools and use of maasai traditional leaders to 
help reach a broader audience and ensure that all 
segments of the community are informed about 
the sustainable development goals and their 
significance.

• The Emboreet village council should work 
towards enhancing transparency in its SDG 
implementation progress. This can be achieved 
through regular public reporting on initiatives 
instead of sharing report after every six months, 
then can share progress report after every 
three months with the community and set 
budget allocations for SDG implementation. 
Additionally, establishing mechanisms for 

receiving and addressing public feedback and 
suggestions will foster a culture of accountability.

• The government of Tanzania should improve 
SDG data availability by fostering collaboration 
between the National Bureau of Statistics and 
the LGA by establishment of reliable statistical 
system at the local level, to support evidence-
based decision-making and data sharing on 
SDGs.

The VLR report will be shared with the Emboreet 
village council and other community stakeholders 
to disseminate the research findings and gather 
their insights. Additionally, the publication of this 
report through the Swedish International Centre 
for Local Democracy (ICLD), contributes to 
international knowledge transfer and informing 
future interventions in the pursuit of sustainable 
development. The participatory video is shared 
with the Emboreet village council, ICLD, and the 
community stakeholders. This video aims to amplify 
community voices, raise awareness about local 
issues and concerns, and enhance the community’s 
engagement and commitment to addressing the 
highlighted challenges.
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Questionnaire for Local Voluntary Review of  Sustainable Development Goals at the Community Level

A.  GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Name of  respondent……………………………………………

2. Sex of  respondent……………………… [1= Male, 2= Female]

3. Marital status of  respondent………………………

☐ Married 
☐ Single    
☐ Divorced 
☐ Others (specify)………………………..

4.   Level of  education of  respondent …………………..

☐ No formal education  
☐ Primary education  
☐ Secondary education  
☐ Tertiary education    

5. Employing sector of  the respondent

☐ Employed in the public sector 
☐ Employed in the private sector 
☐ Self-employed 
☐ Not employed 

B. LOCALIZATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF SDGs AT COMMUNITY LEVEL 

6. Are you aware/familiar with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set by the United Nations?

☐ Yes
☐ No

7. How aware are you of  the SDGs? ) (more than one answer)

☐  No Poverty     Climate Change
☐  Zero Hunger     Life below the water
☐ Good Health and Well-Being   Life on land
☐ Quality Education    Peace justice and strong institution
☐ Gender Equality     Partnerships for goals
☐ Clean Water and Sanitation               
☐ Affordable and Clean Energy               
☐ Decent Work and Economic Growth           
☐ Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure
☐ Reduced Inequalities
☐ Sustainable Cities and Communities

Annex 1
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8. Where did you learn about the SDGs? (more than one answer) 

☐ National Local governments associations (ALAT) or international local governments networks (UCLG 
Africa, Citynet, etc.)

☐ Ministries, Departments, and Agencies (MDAs)
☐ Development partners/donor agencies
☐ Academic/Research institutes
☐ CSO/NGOs
☐ Local and/or international news reporters (i.e., TV, social media, etc.)

             Others (please specify ......................................................................................................................)

9. What are the top three SDGs that should be prioritized for your village/ward?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

10. How do you think these priorities align with the needs and aspirations of  your village/ward?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

11. Are you aware of  any efforts made by your local government to implement the SDGs?

☐ Yes (go to question no. 4.1)   ☐ No ☐ I don’t know.

12. If  YES in QN 9, what are those efforts? (more than one answer)

☐ Providing democratic and accountable government for local communities
☐ Ensuring the provision of  social services to communities in a sustainable manner
☐ Promoting social and economic development;
☐ Nurturing a safe and healthy environment; 
☐ Looked for financial support from development partners/donors
☐ Others (please specify ................................................................................................................... )

13. How are you involved in implementing the SDGs in your community?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

14. Through which activities or programs does your community contribute to achieving SDGs? (more 
than one answer)

☐ Promote peer-to-peer learning
☐ Exchange good practices and information
☐ Conduct capacity-building, awareness raising and/or communication campaigns.
☐ Participation initiatives of  grassroots institutions in SDG-related activities
☐ Mobilize local resources
☐ Alignment of  local development plans
☐ Citizen participation 
☐ Needs assessment
☐ Others (please specify ................................................................................................................... )
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15. What are the significant benefits for community members to be involved in implementing SDGs? 
(More than answer) 

☐ Solve the actual problems in the community  
☐ Create more opportunities for local socio-economic development
☐ Gain more knowledge and capability for sustainable development
☐ Interlinkages with various stakeholders (public, private, and people)
☐ Others (please specify ................................................................................................................... )

16. What are your perceptions on SDGs implementation in your community?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………

17. In general, what do you think about the localization of  SDGs in your community (only one answer)

☐ Very necessary
☐ Necessary
☐ Less necessary
☐ Not necessary at all
☐ I don’t know

Reasons: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

18. What are the main challenges for implementing and localizing the SDG at the local government 
level (more than one answer)

☐ Financial limitation
☐ Lack of  meaningful participation from stakeholders (i.e., NGOs, private sector, etc.)
☐ Limited national government support
☐ Limited local interest
☐ Availability of  SDG data
Others (please specify)………………………………..

19. What are your suggestions on how to enhance community participation and engagement in SDG-
related activities?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
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C. COMMUNITY GRASSROOTS INITIATIVES

20. Are there any community-led initiatives or projects related to the SDGs in your village?

☐ Yes
☐ No

If  yes, please describe the initiatives and their impact on the village.

Initiatives Initiative Description Levels of  impact
1. Very High
2. High
3. Moderate
4. Low
5. Very Low

D. COLLABORATION AND PARTNERSHIPS:

21. Has the local government collaborated with other stakeholders or organizations to support SDG 
implementation in your village?

☐ Yes
☐ No

b. If  yes, please provide examples of  such collaborations and partnerships

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

22. What are the contributions of  these collaborations and partnerships in implementing SDG in your 
village/ward?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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E. SDG MONITORING AND REPORTING

23. Are you aware of  any voluntary reviews or assessments conducted by your local government to 
evaluate SDG progress?

☐ Yes
☐ No

24. Does the local government regularly share information and report on the progress of  SDG 
implementation in your village?

☐ Yes
☐ No

25. Do you believe that a voluntary review of  the SDGs at the local government level can help improve 
implementation and accountability?

☐ Strongly agree
☐ Agree
☐ Neutral
☐ Disagree
☐ Strongly disagree

26. How would you like to contribute to the local voluntary review process of  the SDGs?

☐ Participate in stakeholder consultations.
☐ Provide feedback and suggestions.
☐ Volunteer for SDG-related projects.
☐ Other (please specify)…………………….

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. Your input will help assess the voluntary Local Review of  Sustainable 
Development Goals at your community level.
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Annex 2

Questionnaire for Local Voluntary Review of  Sustainable Development Goals at the Community Level

A.  GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Name of  respondent……………………………………………

2. Sex of  respondent……………………… [1= Male, 2= Female]

3. Marital status of  respondent………………………

☐ Married 
☐ Single    
☐ Divorced 
☐ Others (specify)………………………..

4.   Level of  education of  respondent …………………..

☐ No formal education  
☐ Primary education  
☐ Secondary education  
☐ Tertiary education    

5. Employing sector of  the respondent

☐ Employed in the public sector 
☐ Employed in the private sector 
☐ Self-employed 
☐ Not employed 

B. LOCALIZATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF SDGs AT COMMUNITY LEVEL 

6. Are you aware/familiar with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set by the United Nations?

☐ Yes
☐ No

7. How aware are you of  the SDGs? ) (more than one answer)

☐  No Poverty     Climate Change
☐  Zero Hunger     Life below the water
☐ Good Health and Well-Being   Life on land
☐ Quality Education    Peace justice and strong institution
☐ Gender Equality     Partnerships for goals
☐ Clean Water and Sanitation               
☐ Affordable and Clean Energy               
☐ Decent Work and Economic Growth           
☐ Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure
☐ Reduced Inequalities
☐ Sustainable Cities and Communities
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