






1. It has a strong spatial foundation, which complements 
the focus of partners on economic revitalization.

2. A city-wide strategic planning-led approach to urban 
regeneration to make the benefits accrued from 

In Kabul, Afghanistan, Mural Arts activities create job opportunities for graduate students and give a vibrant expression to the city.

UN-Habitat’s comparative advantage

UN-Habitat intends to change the trajectory of urban 
transformation processes worldwide by supporting princi-
ples and capacities for inclusive urban regeneration. 
UN-Habitat’s inclusive and sustainable approach to urban 
regeneration is unique because:

connecting and integrating the city through urban 
regeneration schemes serve the wider needs of the 
city and not only an area-based improvement.

3. Human-Rights based approach – No one else has yet 
put people at the centre with a strong policy to avoid, 
mitigate and manage risks of regeneration (evictions, 
displacement, compensation, loss of livelihoods, 
gentrification, coercive actions by state, resettlement) 
and deduce recommendations for rights holders and 
duty bearers affected by regeneration schemes.



Preliminary proposed locations

Spatial inequality is a growing concern not only in the Global 
South but also in the Global North, because cities in both 
have challenges and underutilized resources in one form 
or the other. Neglected historical sites in inner cities, 
polluted natural heritage, dilapidated public housing in 
monofunctional residential zones, urban sprawl, declining 
industrial areas and unplanned neighbourhoods in 
peri-urban areas are shared experiences in cities 
irrespective of their income classes.

Urban regeneration is relevant in urban contexts where 
assets are underutilized and opportunities for improvement 
are available, but interventions will have to respond to the 
actual gaps in capacity and tools in each context.

The selection of cities will be based on criteria of diversity 
(across regions), demand for regeneration and the 
typologies and natures of the areas and communities. In 
addition, partners, countries and cities will be able to join the 
programme when engaging in regeneration initiatives as 
observer, members of the community of practice or peers.

Initially identified countries with strategic interest in urban 
regeneration: Canada, USA, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Spain, 
France, Italy, Russia, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Turkey, 
Korea, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Vietnam, Egypt, 
Morocco, Tunisia, Kenya, Ghana, Senegal, Tanzania, 
South Africa, Sao Tome e Principe, etc.

Initially identified cities with strategic interest in urban 
regeneration: Sao Paulo, Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro, 
Mexico City, Bogotá, Medellín, Quito, Stockholm, 
Copenhagen, Berlin, Stuttgart, Madrid, Barcelona, Bilbao, 
Valencia, Paris, Rome, Milan, Moscow, St. Petersburg, 
Ekaterinburg, Yakutsk, Nur Sultan, Baku, Ganja, Istanbul, 
Seoul, West Java County, Tokyo, Kuala Lumpur, Hanoi, 
Cairo, Rabat, Tunis, Nairobi, Mombasa, Accra, Dakar, Dar 
Es Salam, Zanzibar Town, Johannesburg, Cape Town, Sao 
Tome, etc.

Partnerships

The Flagship Programme ‘Inclusive Communities, Thriving 
Cities’ is expanding as urban regeneration gains priority 
worldwide for the localisation of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and to achieve concrete impact within commu-
nities. The Programme is therefore consolidating a Global 
Urban Regeneration Network to achieve cooperation, 
knowledge-sharing and local impact, as well as to advance 
the agenda of inclusive and sustainable urban regeneration. 

The Network aims to influence urban regeneration practices 
to ensure inclusivity and sustainability and framing with the 
urban policy, planning and governance drivers while 
promoting the positive impact of transformative investments. 
Our approach is rooted in robust collaboration and the 
exchange of expertise from a variety of actors across 
sectors. 

To ensure the Network’s continued relevance and impact 
UN-Habitat collaborates with innovative, experienced, and 
motivated professionals to collaborate with us, international 
development partners, national and local governments; 
civil society organizations, academia, financing 
partners, and the private sector partners including real 
estate companies and other investors. We believe that 
this vibrant mix of people, ideas, and resources will help us 
in our mission of promoting inclusive and sustainable urban 
regeneration.

Through the Global Urban Regeneration Network, the 
Programme will scale its impact, providing clear 
entry-points for other UN System entities and contribute to 
the coordination of the urban dimension within UN Country 
Teams and regional coordination mechanisms as part of 
the UN System-Wide Strategy on Sustainable Urban 
Development. Within the UN system, partnerships with 
UNESCO, ILO, UNDP, UN-Environment and UNIDO will be 
most significant, in particular the collaboration with 
UNESCO in urban regeneration in historic urban areas.

BECOME A MEMBER!

Join us in shaping a future of inclusive 
and sustainable Urban Regeneration, 
nurturing a Network that thrives on 
collaboration, learning, and a shared 
commitment to making our cities better 
places for everyone.



Phasing and milestones 

Years 5-8 (2025-28)Years 1-4 (2021-48) Years 9-10 (2029-30)

Urban regeneration requires long-term engagement. The 
flagship is envisioned to last until at least 2030 in three 
phases:

• Years 1-4 (2020-23) - Established global norms and 
monitoring frameworks for urban regeneration and 
demonstration of the approach through implementing 
strategic initiatives that build multi-stakeholder partner-
ships and community action, in 50 cities in all sub-re-
gions globally.

Established global norms and monitoring 
frameworks for urban regeneration

Building a Global Network an enabling 
institutional environment for urban 
regeneration policies, legal and 
financial frameworks, and inclusive 
governance mechanisms

Implementing strategic initiatives that 
build multi-stakeholder partnerships 
and community action

• Years 5-8 (2024-27) - Building Global Network and an 
enabling institutional environment for urban regenera-
tion policies, legal and financial frameworks, and 
inclusive governance mechanisms, and scale up 
implementation to 200 cities.

• Years 9-10 (2028-29) – Refine normative guidance, 
report on impact of ongoing initiatives and scale up 
implementation to 250 cities.

Budget

Given the scope of the flagship programme (global, region-
al, national and local) and the range of activities, it is 
estimated at $100 million USD over a period of 10 years to 
catalyze

a global investment of over $1 billion USD. UN-Habitat will 
drive the development, implementation and monitoring of 
the initiative in conjunction with a wide range of credible and 
experienced partners.

On average, Outcome 1 would need $2 million per year 
and 20 million USD in total, Outcome 2 would absorb $3 
million USD per year and 30 million USD in total and 
Outcome 3 (with most activities on the ground) would 
require at least $5 million per year and 50 million USD in 
total. 
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