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World Urban Forum Alumni Cities

—— FROM WUF1TO WUFTI

¢ Vancouver, Canada
Our Future: Sustainable Cities —

Turning Ideas into Action WUF 2022
— Attendance: Over 10,400 —

ereoem—\ WWUF3MFUM3
Canada

e Katowice, Poland

Katowice,

vty Poland
World Urban Forum Forum urbain mondial

Barcelona,
Spain ®
WUF g 2004
Urban equity in development - « Barcelona, Spain
cities for life » '
Cities: Crossroads of cultures,
Over 22,000 -

inclusiveness and integration?
— Attendance: Over 4,300 -
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Medellin,

Colombia WUF 0 2002
WUF e 2010

¢ Nairobi, Kenya

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil Sustainable Urbanization

¢ Rio de Janeiro, Brazi

' - Attend : Almost 1,200 -
The Right to the City: \ endance: Almos
Bridging the Urban Divide . omm

— Attendance: Almost 13,800 — i | ;

Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil

WORLD
HAN

Rio de Janeiro - Brazil
22-26 March 2010

Note:

In 2016, the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat Ili)
was held in lieu of the Eighth Session of the World Urban Forum (WUF8).
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WUF 62012

e Naples, Italy
The Urban Future
— Attendance: Over 8,200 -

Nanjing,
China

Abu Dhabi,
® vae

Kuala Lumpuir,
Malaysia

.K_/

Nairobi,
Kenya
¢ WUF @ 2020
e Abu Dhabi, UAE

Cities of Opportunities -
Connecting Culture and Innovation

— Attendance: Over 13,000 -
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WUF e 2008

e Nanjing, China
Harmonious Urbanization:

The Challenge of Balanced
Territorial Development

— Attendance: Almost 8,000 —

World Urban Forum 4
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03-06 November 2008 Nanjing, China

WUF Q 2018

e Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Cities 2030, Cities for All
— Attendance: Over 23,000 -

WORLD URBAN FORUM
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WUF10: ushering in the Decade of Action
with a focus on cities

2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the United Nations. The commemoration
kicked off with UN-Habitat convening the Tenth Session of the World Urban
Forum (WUF10) in Abu Dhabi, the first Arab city to host a WUF.

The Forum ushered in the Decade

of Action, ensuring that sustainable
urbanisation is embedded in the
United Nations Secretary-General's
call for ambitious action to achieve

the Sustainable Development Goals

by 2030. It was also the last major
United Nations conference of the
pre-COVID-19 era. Looking back, the
discussions, the urgent call to action to
ensure that our cities grow in harmony
with nature, the need to address
inequalities and build upon the peace
and development nexus: these laid the
foundations for building back better and
greener in the wake of the pandemic.

WUF10 enjoyed the full support of the
United Arab Emirates and host city
Abu Dhabi. | take this opportunity to
thank His Highness Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince

of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces,
for his patronage of WUF10. Let me
also acknowledge His Excellency
Falah Al Ahbabi, Chairman of the Abu
Dhabi Department of Municipalities
and Transport, for his leadership of
the local organising committee. UN-
Habitat is grateful for UAE's hospitality,
cooperation and expertise in hosting a
successful World Urban Forum.

The forum attracted more than

13,000 participants from 169
countries and more than 30,000
cumulative attendees throughout the
week. WUF10 was a call to action,

an opportunity to accelerate the
implementation of the New Urban
Agenda and make commitments
needed to accomplish the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Innovative
ideas were shared through some

500 thought-provoking sessions.

The forum showed how urbanisation
is an entry point for the 17 SDGs.

The density, economies of scale

and proximity of cities are akin to

an invisible string that brings all

the development goals together. In
this Decade of Action, we as UN-
Habitat declare our commitment to
supporting implementation of the
SDGs and reviewing the progress of
the implementation of the New Urban
Agenda with our Strategic Plan 2020-
2023 and our flagship programmes.

This report summarises WUF10's
remarkable achievements in terms

of numbers, quality of presentations,
gender balance among speakers, an
exceptional Urban Expo, the integrated
spaces and the opportunities for chance
encounters between participants. It
also highlights Arab urbanism that is
inspiring the world with examples of
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
human settlements for all, with a strong
cultural component.

The strong partnerships and networks
we forged through the Forum are,
perhaps, more important than all these
achievements. They created ties that
bind, giving us strength to face the
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic
and the resultant economic fallout.
Now, more than ever, let us commit

to doubling our efforts to fulfil the
pledges and commitments made in
the Abu Dhabi Declared Actions, and to
do all that we can to ensure we leave
no one and no place behind.

UN-Habitat is working

towards reporting on collective
accomplishments post-WUF10 at the
Eleventh Session of the World Urban
Forum (WUF11). We look forward to
seeing everyone in Katowice, Poland,
in 2022 and express our thanks to the
Government of Poland and the city of
Katowice, our hosts for WUF11.

Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif

Under-Secretary-General and Executive
Director, United Nations Human
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)

The Tenth Session of the World Urban Forum



Cities: key enablers of the world's
sustainable future

With the rise of urbanisation, cities are driving sustainable development
while supporting a new era of health, liveability and economic growth.

Under the theme "“Cities of
Opportunities: Connecting Culture
and Innovation”, the World Urban
Forum (WUF10) has been a powerful
platform for presenting promising
solutions to some of the world's most
pressing issues.

It has given global participants the
opportunity to respond directly to
each city's needs and deliver new and
insightful outcomes.

By sharing new plans, policies and
legislation, as well as public and
private investment opportunities,
cities have strengthened international
partnerships.

Most importantly, cities with diverse
cultures have learned from one
another, enabling more innovative
ways to plan for a better future.

The New Urban Agenda reflects
many of the core principles of

sustainability and serves as
the basis for how we action the
Sustainable Development Goals.

We are incredibly proud to have been
part of this global journey and for
being chosen as the first Arab country
to host WUF10.

WUF10 has given cities the chance

to make a difference, especially by
generating further momentum on
taking collective action. By continuing
to work together, we can overcome
the biggest global issues of our time.

H.E. Falah Al Ahbabi

This shared commitment for a better

world is what continues to unite us. Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Department

. . . . f Municipaliti T
While the cultural diversity of cities of Municipalities and Transport

continues to grow in different
directions, the goal for a more
sustainable world remains the same,
firmly rooted in the foundations of
global solidarity, collaboration and
shared ambitions.

Cities of Opportunities: Connecting Culture and Innovation
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between culture, innovation and cities, as well as solutions and
best practices for implementation of the urban elements of the
Sustainable Development Goals and the New Urban Agenda.

Stakeholders that committed to taking action include: international
organisations, national, local and regional governments, civil
society organisations, grassroots communities, youth associations

and the private sector.

In the following two years, UN-Habitat will continue to call for
actions and mobilisation and track progress on the Abu Dhabi
Declared Actions in the run up to the Eleventh Session of the World
Urban Forum, happening in Katowice, Poland, in 2022. This will
ensure that commitments made will be implemented to accelerate
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.

m World Urban Forum and the New Urban Agenda

The United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 69/226 recognizes
the WUF as the foremost global arena for interaction among policymakers,
local government leaders, non-governmental organisations and expert
practitioners of sustainable urban development and human settlements.
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In paragraph 167 of the New Urban Agenda, participating states called

for the United Nations Secretary-General's report on the Agenda's
implementation to incorporate the inputs of multilateral organisations and
processes, where appropriate, and those of civil society, the private sector
and academia. The report should also build on existing platforms and
processes such as the WUF convened by UN-Habitat.

The New Urban Agenda was adopted at the United Nations Conference on
Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat I1l) in Quito, Ecuador,
on 20 October 2016. It was endorsed by the United Nations General
Assembly at its sixty-eighth plenary meeting of the seventy-first session
on 23 December 2016. The New Urban Agenda represents a shared vision
for a better and more sustainable future. If well-planned and well-managed,
urbanisation can be a powerful tool for sustainable development for both

developing and developed countries.
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“ What I've learned from all the speakers, organizers and
participants at WUF10 is that we all want cities that are inclusive,
creative, sustainable and full of cultural richness. We know that
urbanisation is unstoppable and should not only benefit the few.

We cannot leave behind more than a billion people.

Maimunah Mohd Sharif
Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director

UN-Habitat

The Tenth Session of the World Urban Forum
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H.E. Mohamed Al Khadar Al Ahmed
Executive Director of Strategic Affairs at Abu Dhabi Department of Municipalities and Transport

'.gln 1 . Hllmpeeeme T

T
n;}i ’.?‘ﬁé .
: r; y




The Decade of SJLT@:,T‘;'\

Action and the
role of cities


































Figure 1: International participants and number of countries represented from WUF5 to WUF10

WORLD URBAN FORUM
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WUF5 WUF6 WUF9 WUF10
2010, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 2012, Naples, Italy 2018, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 2020, Abu Dhabi, UAE
International participants 4,221 3,800 4,863 6,276 7,726
Number of countries 150 152 142 163 169

Note: WUF8 in 2016 was not convened by UN-Habitat, as it would have coincided with the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development
(Habitat I1l) in October. A stakeholders Forum was organised in parallel with the Habitat Il in Quito in a similar structure to the World Urban Forum.

Figure 2: Participation at WUF10 by age

3,838
44.18%
2,075
23.88%
1,363
15.69% 841
0 363 9.68%
0.46% 2% .
Under 18 18-24 25-32 33-45 46-55 56-65
Note: Represents total participants who provided information on their date of birth when registering online.
Figure 3: Participation by partner type
24.6%
15.19%
10.41% 12.07%
I 8.07%
4.61%
2.21% 129 28
997 773 212 124 1,156 1,455 2,357 268 29 442
=~ ="
i g il B ®
Civil Society Foundation National Media United Nations
IRQ (W System

§ Organization

Inter-Governmental
Organization

Academia / Private Sector

Research

Government
)

Local and Regi ian

Government

*Note: UN-Habitat staff members are counted as part of the partner type: United Nations System.

TOTAL
PARTICIPANTS

8,688(100%)

168

1.93%
—

66 and above

15.39%

3.06%
[ |

293

o

Volunteer

TOTAL
PARTICIPANTS

9, 580(100%)

1,474

AN

Individual
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