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Boy carries his brother during 
flooding in Sudan. 
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Arab countries are witnessing a rapid pace of 
urban expansion and significant urban pop-
ulation growth. Climate change is the single 
biggest threat facing humanity today and 
rapid urbanization is exacerbating the vul-
nerability of urban dwellers, particularly the 
urban poor, to the impacts of disasters and 
climate change. The Sixth Assessment Re-
port of the United Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change clearly stated that 
urbanization has exacerbated the effects of 
global warming in cities and future exposure 
to climatic hazards is expected to increase 
globally due to socio-economic development 
trends including migration, growing inequality 
and urbanization.

The MENA/Arab region is one of the most 
vulnerable regions of the world to the neg-
ative impacts of climate change. The in-
creasing frequency of natural disasters and 
extreme weather events coupled with the 
social, political, and economic challenges of 
conflict, increasing poverty, urban expansion, 
and population growth continue to increase 
the vulnerability of the region. We are already 
witnessing the dire impacts on water scarcity, 
food security and human health, but these im-
pacts are only a fraction of what future gener-
ations will have to confront if climate commit-
ments are not turned into tangible actions. 

The ways our cities are planned and managed 
contribute greatly to the level of greenhouse 
gas emissions. The dependency on fossil fuel 
for transport and power generation increases 
in tandem with the growth and expansion of 
cities. Our mission at UN-Habitat is to pro-
mote socially, economically and environmen-
tally sustainable human settlements. This 
is a critical moment to mobilize our efforts, 
strengthen our partnerships and leverage in-
novative tools and approaches to build urban 
adaptation and climate resilience in hotspots 
of vulnerability and mainstream climate 
considerations into local and national urban 
policies and plans. 

We, at UN-Habitat, believe that cities are pio-
neers in testing and implementing innovative, 
sustainable, and integrated climate solutions. 
Our Climate Change Strategy for the Arab Re-
gion (2022-2025) is grounded in UN-Habitat’s 
commitment to strengthen climate action, 
improve the urban environment, create sus-
tainable and resource efficient cities, and sup-
port member states and local governments in 
their pathways towards the achievement of 
the SDGs, implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda and working towards the Paris Agree-
ment. We hope that the strategy will serve as 
a guiding document for a collaborative, holis-
tic and multi-sectoral approach to advance 
urban climate action in the Arab region. 

Erfan Ali

Regional Representative, UN-Habitat Regional 
Office for Arab States
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02 Introduction and Alignment   
with Global and Regional Agendas

The Climate Change Challenge in 
Urban Areas 
Cities are the habitats of the future, currently 
housing more than 50 per cent of the world 
population, which is expected to rise to 70 per 
cent by 2050. In this era of the triple planetary 
crisis, cities bear a huge responsibility to both 
adapt to and mitigate climate change, and 
reverse biodiversity loss and pollution. The 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s 
6th Assessment Report findings came as a 
warning of the eminent danger that faces hu-
manity, clearly signalling that the time to act 
was a long time ago and now we are in a race 
of survival. Responsible for more than 60 per 
cent of Greenhouse Gas emissions, consum-
ing 78 per cent of global energy while covering 
only 2 per cent of the planet’s surface area 
[1], cities are both the cause and the solution. 
Being immobile socio-economic centres, 
cities need to adapt and build resilience to 
climate change impacts and extreme weather 
events including heat waves, droughts, floods, 

sea-level rise, sand and dust storms, climate 
change-induced water scarcity, among others. 

The New Urban Agenda and the 2030 Sus-
tainable Development Agenda, especially the 
Sustainable Development Goal 11 (SDG 11) 
in addition to other goals related to climate 
change, sustainable consumption and pro-
duction, decent work and economic growth, 
and reducing inequalities, are the frameworks 
that guide UN-Habitat’s work on sustainable 
urban development. 

In order to contribute to the battle against 
climate change, UN-Habitat aligns its efforts 
with international frameworks including the 
Paris Agreement’s goal of keeping glob-
al warming well-below 2°C and the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.

[1] United Nations, “Generating Power,” [Online]. 
Available: https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/
climate-solutions/cities-pollution. [Accessed June 
2022].

©UN-Habitat, 2015 - Jerusalem, Old City
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Urban Realities and Challenges in 
the Arab Region 

The Arab region is a rapidly urbanizing region 
with a population of 444.8 million inhabi-
tants, of which 59 per cent live in urban areas 
[2]. These figures are expected to rise to 646 
million inhabitants, of which 70 per cent will 
be living in urban areas by 2050 [3]. This rapid 
growth adds stress on the already limited 
resources in the region. The Arab region is 
classified as the most water scarce region 
in the world, where current water resources 
utilization rate is estimated at 76.6 per cent 
compared to a global average of 7.5 per cent 
[4]. Eighty five percent of water use in the 
MENA region is utilized by the agriculture sec-
tor [5], which implies a room for improvement 
through more efficient agriculture systems. 
Water scarcity is a major issue for 19 of the 22 
Arab countries, with water availability already 
worsening due to the impacts of climate 
change, including changes in precipitation, 
and increases in temperatures. Seventeen 
countries in the region also suffer from de-
sertification and land degradation.

On the city scale, the share of public spaces 
in Arab cities is only 2 per cent of total area 

as of 2016 compared to an average of 12 per 
cent in Europe  [7]. Moreover, the majority of 
Arab cities lack access to some basic services 
including affordable public transport, efficient 
solid waste management, proper sanitation, 
among others.

In addition to the growing population and the 
limited resources stresses, the Arab region 
is characterized by a high level of ongoing 
conflicts and humanitarian crises, where 58 
per cent of world refugees originated from the 
region [6]. The region also hosts a large popu-
lation of refugees and IDPs accounting to 9.3 
per cent of the region’s population as of 2019 
[7]. The majority of these refugees and IDPs 
end up living in vulnerable and underserved 
informal settlements or slums, which already 
account for an average of 30.9 per cent of 
urban dwellers with this figure varying greatly 
between countries in the region [8]. 

Environmental and Climate Change 
Challenges in the Arab Region 

Most countries of the Arab region are among 
the least contributors to climate change, 
yet they will be among the hardest hit by its 
impacts. While the effects of climate change 

03 Context and Challenges

A camp for IDPs in Libya Photo 
taken by Malek El Maghrebi
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vary from one country to another, there are 
some commonalities within a given region. 
The Arab region is already known for high 
temperatures, long summers, and water scar-
city issues. Climate change and global warm-
ing are already worsening the situation with 
impacts on public health, water availability, 
ecosystem services degradation, agriculture, 
infrastructure, energy consumption, and eco-
nomic activities. Extreme weather is currently 
more frequent in the Arab region, character-
ized by extreme temperatures and shorter but 
more intense precipitation periods [9].

Moreover, Arab countries are net food import-
ers, with food imports accounting for 13 per 
cent of total imports compared to the global 
average of 8 per cent [10]. This is negatively 
affected by climate change impacts in ex-
porting countries, as well as other geopoliti-
cal stressors. In addition to water shortages, 
desertification, land degradation, heatwaves 
and other climate change impacts, food secu-
rity is being hit by several issues in the region 
including the tenure insecurity and increasing 
fragmentation of agricultural land holdings, 
the reliance on imports and urbanisation into 
agricultural lands. Moreover, similar to oth-
er coastal countries, Arab countries are at a 
high risk of flooding and saltwater intrusion 
especially in river deltas, due to sea-level rise, 
which will affect more than 43 port cities in 
the region.

All Arab countries suffer from air pollution 
according to the World Health Organization’s 
guidelines on particulate matter concentra-
tions in the air, while 11 out of the 22 Arab 
countries exceed the world average of partic-
ulate matter concentration [11]. As a result, 
5 Arab countries are ranked among the top 
10 polluted countries worldwide and 3 Arab 
countries are among the top 10 countries with 
the most deaths from air pollution [8].

While the share of GHG emissions from the 
Arab region is considered low, CO2 emissions 
have increased by 81 per cent between the 

years 2000 and 2014 [6]. Certain urban sec-
tors are the cause of these emissions, for 
instance, 25 per cent of CO2 emissions in the 
region are produced by the transport sector 
[8], where private vehicles are the main mode 
of transport. As for the housing and building 
sector, it accounts for around 20 per cent of 
emissions [13].

The impacts of climate change manifest dis-
proportionately on the different types of urban 
dwellers, with women, children, refugees, IDPs, 
and older persons being the most negatively 
affected. 

[2] Arab Development Portal, “Arab Development 
Portal,” UNDP, February 2021. [Online]. Available: 
https://www.arabdevelopmentportal.com/indicator/
demography. [Accessed June 2022].

[3] B. Mirkin, “Population Levels, Trends and Policies 
in the Arab Region: Challenges and Opportunities,” 
UNDP, 2010.

[4] UN-Habitat, “World Cities Day celebrations at Expo 
2020 Dubai,” UN-Habitat, 30 October 2021. [Online]. 
Available: https://unhabitat.org/world-cities-day-
celebrations-at-expo-2020-dubai. [Accessed June 
2022].

[5] H. Aboelnga and A. Soliman, “Coming to grips with 
urban water security in the face of climate change in 
the Arab World,” Smart Water Magazine, 2 February 
2022. 

[6] UNESCWA, “Arab Sustainable Development Report,” 
UNESCWA, 2020.

[7] Arab Development Portal, “Arab Region in Review 
2017,” Arab AID and UNDP, 2017.

[8] UNFPA Regional Office for Arab States, “Migration,” 
UNFPA, 28 May 2020. [Online]. Available: https://
arabstates.unfpa.org/en/topics/migration-1. [Ac-
cessed 13 June 2022].

[9] United Nations Statistics Division, “Statistical Da-
tabase,” 2021. [Online]. Available: https://unstats.
un.org/home/ . [Accessed June 2022].

[10] Arab Development Portal, “Trade,” Arab Aid and 
UNDP, November 2020. [Online]. Available: https://
www.arabdevelopmentportal.com/indicator/trade. 
[Accessed June 2022].

[11] The World Bank, “World Development Indicators,” 
2021. [Online]. Available: https://databank.world-
bank.org/source/world-development-indicators. 
[Accessed June 2022].
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Impacts of Climate Change on the Region

Legend
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International Climate Change  
Commitments in the Region 

In terms of national-level climate change 
commitments, the majority of Arab countries 
have submitted their NDCs (16 countries) 
while 4 countries have submitted INDCs and 
only two countries (Libya and Yemen) with no 
official INDC or NDC submissions. UN-Habitat 

has provided support to NDCs update/devel-
opment in Bahrain, and Lebanon. Moreover, 
UN-Habitat is committed to providing support 
to the development of National Adaptation 
Plans in Bahrain, Egypt, Kuwait, Lebanon, Mo-
rocco, Saudi Arabia, and Syria, with support 
already provided in Jordan and Palestine.
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04 Call to Action 

After view, Improving the 
well-being of host and refugee 
populations through funding 
from SDC,Tripoli, Lebanon
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UN-Habitat’s Strategic Plan 2020-
2025

Under its current Strategic Plan 2020-2025, 
the vision of UN-Habitat is to achieve “a better 
quality of life for all in an urbanizing world”. 
This vision is encapsulated in the Plan’s 4 
domains of change namely: 

1. Reduced spatial inequality and poverty 
in communities across the urban - rural 
continuum

2. Enhanced shared prosperity of cities and 
regions

3. Strengthened climate action and improved 
urban environment

4. Effective urban crisis prevention and re-
sponse.

In the third domain of change, UN-Habitat 
is committed to support Member States in 
undertaking climate action and improving 
the urban environment. UN-Habitat is also 
committed to work together with its partners 
to mainstream environmental considerations 
into local, national, and regional urban poli-
cymaking and enhance awareness of climate 
change matters and disseminate knowledge 
and best practices to support the implemen-
tation of climate change strategies.

Three outcomes frame UN-Habitat’s Climate 
Change Strategy for Arab States:

1. Reduced greenhouse gas emissions and 
improved air quality

2. Improved resource efficiency and protec-
tion of ecological assets

3. Effective adaptation of communities and 
infrastructure to climate change

In 2021, UN-Habitat made a leap forward by introducing the third version of its Environmental 
Social Safeguard System (ESSS) as a tool to prevent and mitigate undue harm to people and 
the environment and maximize environmental and social benefits throughout the agency’s 
projects and programmes. The ESSS is currently streamlined in project and programme devel-
opment and implementation
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Objective

Thematic Areas

To curb the impact of climate change on Arab cities and communities through resilience building, 
reduction of urban vulnerabilities, advancing adaptation and mitigation actions for the develop-
ment of sustainable cities and mainstreaming climate considerations in urban policies and plans

As the most water-stressed region in the world, the demand for urban water sup-
ply in the Arab region has grown steadily in the last decades. This is in addition 
to the higher frequency and intensity of floods and flash floods. UN-Habitat is 
committed to support urban water resilience through integrated water resources 
management, innovation in water technology, nature-based solutions and resil-
ient infrastructure, and water-sensitive urban planning

Post-conflict and crises recovery and reconstruction could be seen as an op-
portunity to build back better, greener and more resilient. UN-Habitat is keen to 
leverage bespoke tools and approaches to support post-conflict and post-crises 
sustainable recovery and reconstruction in the built environment and main-
stream climate considerations in the recovery and reconstruction processes 

UN-Habitat will continue to advocate for the adoption of renewable energy 
generation in urban areas, using solar rooftops on public buildings and in hous-
ing projects. UN-Habitat will also continue to support the shift to low-carbon, 
accessible, affordable and inclusive public transport, integrated with better facili-
ties for walking and cycling

UN-Habitat is committed to raising urban resilience and adaptive capacities 
of cities and communities. This includes designing and implementing urban 
nature-based solutions and green infrastructure; and  reducing waste generation 
by reducing, reusing and recycling waste in an efficient and sustainable manner.

As food systems are under pressure in the Arab region, UN-Habitat is keen to 
better understand urban food systems and the interactions between all the com-
ponents involved in the production, processing, distribution, consumption and 
waste of food and enhance urban-rural linkages to shorten supply chains.

Sustainable land management has a key role in climate change. Climate resilience 
is higher in communities with land tenure security and adequate housing. The 
good management of urban and peri-urban land prevents and addresses unreg-
ulated urban sprawl into agricultural land. UN-Habitat advocates for sustainable 
land management for compact development and the reduction of environmental 
impacts.

Water
 Security

Green Recon-
struction and 

Rehabilitation

Energy 
Transition and 

Energy 
Efficiency

Urban 
Resilience 

Sustainable 
Urban Food 

Systems

Sustainable 
Land 

Management

Cross-Cutting Themes: 
Gender, Human Rights, Children, Youth and Older Persons and Disability
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05UN-Habitat’s Response

UN-Habitat is mandated to promote socially 
and environmentally sustainable towns and 
cities with the goal of providing adequate 
shelter for all. Given that climate change is 
both affected by and affects cities and urban 
areas, UN-Habitat integrates climate change 
issues in its response with projects either 
integrating climate change aspects or entirely 
focusing on adaptation and/or mitigation.

One of the five UN-Habitat Flagship pro-
grammes, the Resilient Settlements for the 
Urban Poor (RISE UP) Flagship programme, 
focuses on urban adaptation and resil-
ience-building in vulnerable informal settle-
ments whose inhabitants are among the most 
susceptible to climate change. Other climate 
change initiatives for this Decade of Action to 
achieve the SDGs focus on accelerating local 
climate finance, providing policy advisory for 

multi-level climate action governance, and 
facilitating innovative solutions.

For more information on the Resilient Settle-
ments for the Urban Poor (RISE UP) Flagship 
programme, visit https://unhabitat.org/pro-
gramme/rise-up-resilient-settlements-for-
the-urban-poor or scan this QR code:

Syrian women 
cleaning public 
space, Aleppo, Syria, 
@UN-Habitat

Al-Shaima’ Community 
Garden, Gaza Strip 
© Palestinian Housing 
Council 2018 - 

Solar panels installed 
on roof of National 
HIV and TB Centre 
funded by Sida, Leba-
non ©UN-Habitat

Home-Gar-
den Inter-
ventions, 
Palestine 
©UN-Habitat 
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Strengthening the Social Stability and 
Resilience of Vulnerable Jordanian Com-
munities and Syrian Refugees in Amman 
Against Flash Floods

Budget:USD 978K
Donor: Government of Japan
2016 - 2022

Bike Sharing Model for  
Egyptian Youth

Budget: USD 1.5 Million
Donor: Drosos Foundation
2016 - 2023

Improving living conditions by promoting re-
newable energy in public and non-profit social 
and health institutions in the Greater Beirut 
metropolitan area

Budget: USD 195K
Donor: Government of Poland
2021 - 2022

SDG-Climate Facility Capacity Building of National and Local Gov-
ernments on Urban Ecosystem-based Adapta-
tion (EbA) in the Arab RegionBudget: USD 7.1 million (UN-Habi-

tat’s share: USD 50,000), 
Donor: SIDA 
2019-2022

Budget: USD 59,000, 
Donor: UNEP 
2022

Previous and Current Climate Change Projects in the Region 
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Greening Open Public Spaces of 
Kuwait cities to Mitigate the Effect 
of Climate Change and Improve the 
Cities Resilience

Strengthening Development Planning 
and Management in Greater Cairo 
(Mobility-Component 2 - Bus Rapid 
Transit)

Green and Healthy cities in Bahrain

Budget: USD 100K
Donor: Kuwait Oil Company
2019 - 2022

Budget: USD 1.1 Million
Donor: New Urban Communities Authority 
(NUCA) & UN Women
2016 - 2022

Budget: USD 1 million
Donor: Government of Bahrain, Ministry of 
Works, Municipality Affairs and Urban Planning
2022-2023

Increasing the climate change resilience of com-
munities in Eastern Ghouta in Rural Damascus 
to water scarcity challenges through integrated 
natural resource management and immediate 
adaptation interventions

Budget: USD 10 Million
Donor: Adaptation Fund
2021-2025

Improved Resilience to  
Transboundary Sand and Dust 
Storms in Kuwait and Iraq

Increasing the Resilience of both Displaced 
Persons and Host Communities to Climate 
Change-Related Water Challenges in  
Jordan and Lebanon

Budget: USD 13.4 million
Donor: KFAED
2021-2025

Budget: USD 14 million
Donor: Adaptation Fund
2021-2025
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Plan, introduce, and systemat-
ically scale up green roofs and 
other forms of urban agricultural 
in Egyptian cities for city resil-
ience, adaptation, mitigation, and 
green job creation.

Green Recon-
struction and 

Rehabilitation

Energy Tran-
sition and 

Energy 
Efficiency

Urban 
Resilience

Sustainable 
Urban Food 

Systems

Sustainable 
Land 

Management

Future Proposals and Pipeline Projects 

Water
 Security

Egypt

Reducing emis-
sions from the mo-
bility and buildings 
sectors

Integrating 
climate change 
into city plan-
ning

Increasing re-
newable energy 
sources in urban 
areas in Lebanese 
cities

Tackling plas-
tic waste in the 
Mediterranean 
Sea in Sousse/ 
Monastir

Transform-
ing waste 
to energy

Strengthening Wa-
ter-Food-Energy 
Nexus in Jordan

Applying the City 
Resilience Profiling 
Tool at the local lev-
el in the West Bank 
and Gaza

Improving the living conditions 
of rural households affected by 
climate change in the moun-
tainous areas of the Fez-Me-
knes Region

Designing a Pilot 
Eco-Neighbourhood 
Project in the City of 
Tangier

Safe and reliable 
urban public 
transportation to 
decrease con-
gestions and 
emissions from 
private vehicles

Implementing the 
climate change 
plan of Djerba 
island

Bahrain

KSA

Lebanon

Tunisia

Iraq

Jordan

PalestineMorroco

Morroco

Lebanon

Tunisia

Strengthening sector capacity to assess and address the im-
pacts of climate change on the provision of water and sanitation 
services and to build the project pipeline for water and sanitation 
projects in the Syrian Arab Republic Syria



Climate Change Strategy for Arab States 2022 - 2025 | 19 

Data: Contributing to the generation of region-specific 
climate change data, maps, guides, and tools to make 
policy recommendations and facilitating access to climate 
change data.

Awareness raising: Raising awareness of populations and 
sometimes governments on the need to mitigate and adapt 
to climate change.

Innovation: Creating mediums and platforms for Innovation 
and technology transfer and fostering innovative solutions 
for urban and climate problems

Capacity Development: Building capacities of government 
partners, especially on climate change related issues such 
as vulnerability assessment, climate fund acquisition, etc.

Mainstreaming climate change into policies and plans: 
mainstreaming climate change into national policies and 
local plans as well as mainstreaming urban issues into 
climate change policies.

Normative Measures to Support Implementation
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UN-Habitat has a strong presence in the Arab 
region with projects being implemented and 
policy advisory being provided in 18 coun-
tries. While UN-Habitat is physical present in 
13 countries with country offices in Bahrain, 
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, 
and Yemen.

Current Regional Climate Change 
Portfolio: 

(Note: This figure covers on-going pro-
grammes and projects primarily focusing 
on environment and climate change)

With pilot projects that can be replicated 
and scaled-up and regional frameworks 
through which urban recovery can be green-
er, UN-Habitat ROAS has established a base 
of best practices that can support climate 
change adaptation and mitigation in the re-
gion.

42.5M

06 Positioning UN-Habitat’s    
Climate Change Action in the Arab 
Region

AlZohour Green Triangle 
Flashfloods project in Am-
man Jordan - Photographer 
Yasmine Mostafa
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In addition to global initiatives and cam-
paigns, UN-Habitat has developed climate 
change guides and tools that aim to support 
climate change stakeholders, including na-
tional government, local governments, urban 
planners, and climate change projects de-
signers in their fight against climate change. 

These include guides on how to integrate 
urban issues in NDCs and how to integrate 
climate action into NUPs. UN-Habitat is sup-
porting the development and endorsement of 
NUPs in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, 
Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Tunisia.

Al Zohour Green Trian-
gle
Implementing a Na-
ture-based Solutions 
pilot project to en-
hance the adaptive 
capacity of the city of 
Amman to flash floods 
through stormwater 
bioretention and de-
tention 

Community-level Ur-
ban Farming
Home farming initiative 
for elderly people in 
60 vulnerable house-
holds in Palestine 
as a sustainable and 
organic source of food 
production and a cop-
ing strategy against 
COVID-19 restrictions

Green Public Spaces
Designing and imple-
menting green public 
spaces in more than 
12 cities

Rubble to Mountains 
Initiative
In response to the Bei-
rut port explosion, the 
initiative collected over 
200,000 tons of rubble 
and glass 
Reused and recycled 
to mend the Lebanese 
mountains, build furniture 
for Beirut’s public spaces 
and establish a perma-
nent site for sustainable 
disposal and processing 
of C&D waste

Zero-Emission Mobility
Introducing bikeshar-
ing systems involving 
smart solutions for 
operations and M&E of 
project performance 
and mitigation impact 
in Cairo, Egypt and 
Tyre, Lebanon 

Green Recovery and 
Reconstruction
Application of Green 
Building concepts and 
technologies in the re-
construction and reha-
bilitation of buildings 
and pu blic facilities in 
Iraq and Lebanon

Best practices in the region
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Global Initiatives and Campaigns

Knowledge Products, Guides, and Tools

Cities and Climate 
Change Initiative (CCCI) 

Developing Local Climate 
Change Plans: A Guide for Cit-
ies in Developing Countries

Gender and Urban Climate 
Policy

Integrating Climate Change 
into City Development Strate-
gies (CDS)

Pro-Poor Climate Action in 
Informal Settlements

Addressing Urban and Human 
Settlement Issues in National 
Adaptation Plans

Climate Change Vulnerability 
and Risk: A Guide for Com-
munity Assessments, Action 
Planning and Implementation

Innovate 4 Cities 
(I4C) Campaign

Climate Action 4 
Cities Campaign

Global initiatives, Knowledge Products and Climate Change Tools 

CITIES AND CLIMATE CHANGE INITIATIVE
TOOL SERIES

DEVELOPING
LOCAL 
CLIMATE 
CHANGE 
PLANS
A GUIDE FOR CITIES IN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

Guiding Principles for City Cli-
mate Action Planning (En-Ar)

Multilevel Governance for 
effective urban related 
climate action in the Global 
South

Land Tenure and Climate Vul-
nerability (GLTN, UN-Habitat, 
RMIT University in Melbourne 
Australia) 

Addressing Urban Issues in Na-
tional Climate Change Policies

MULTI-LEVEL GOVERNANCE 
FOR EFFECTIVE URBAN 

CLIMATE ACTION  
IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH

LAND TENURE AND CLIMATE 

VULNERABILITY

REPORT 03/2019

A WORLD IN WHICH EVERYONE ENJOYS SECURE LAND RIGHTS

Cities and Climate Change initiative
Policy Note No. 3

AddressiNg UrbAN 
issUes iN NAtioNAl 
climAte chANge 
Policies

United natiOns hUman settlements PROgRamme
Cities and Climate Change initiative
P.O. Box 30030, 00100 nairobi, Kenya
tel: +254 20 7625404
Fax: +254 20 7623715
email: updb@unhabitat.org

hs/058/13e

Your feedback on the present Policy note, including whether you 
found this reference useful while preparing national climate change 
policies, is welcome and would be appreciated. Upon request,  
Un-habitat’s Cities and Climate Change initiative (CCCi) can also 
comment on such policies currently under development. Please 
contact us via Jayne Kimani at jayne.kimani@unhabitat.org, or visit 
our webpage at www.unhabitat.org/ccci. 

www.unhabitat.org

cover photo credits

top: Children in flood waters after torrential rains in the neighborhood of Kampung 

melayu, Jakarta, indonesia © Wikimedia Commons/Kate lamb

middle: Flooding in Kalerew, in Kampala, Uganda © Un-habitat/nicholas Kajoba

bottom: Flooding the Chiangmai city. an unidentified elderly man holding a bicycle 

through the flood on september 30,2011 in Chiangmai thailand © shutterstock
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Climate Change Vulnera-
bility Assessment Manual

Placemaking Toolkit: De-
signing People Places - A 
toolkit for communities 
and designers to design 
and implement public 
spaces and buildings in 
Palestine

Study on Land, Natural Re-
sources and Climate Change 
in the Arab Region: Tenure 
Security Issues and Chal-
lenges
The Nexus Between Land 
Degradation and Land-Re-
lated Conflict

Master Tool on Climate 
Change: Flagship 3 RISE UP 
- Resilient Settlements for 
the Urban Poor

Local Climate Action in the 
Arab region

Addressing Climate Change 
in National Urban Policy: A 
Policy Guide for Low-Carbon 
and Climate-Resilient Urban 
Development

Sustainable Reconstruc-
tion & Recovery Framework 
for The Southern & Eastern 
Mediterranean

Planning for Climate Change: 
A strategic, Values-based 
Approach for Urban Planners

Volume 1: Guide:

Volume 2: Toolkit: 

Enhancing Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions through 
Urban Climate Action (Guide)

Lessons Learned and Way Forward

Local Climate Action
in the Arab Region: 

EXECUTIVE REPORT

Sustainable 
Reconstruction
& Recovery 
Framework
For The Southern & Eastern
Mediterranean

 
March 2022

CITIES AND CLIMATE CHANGE INITIATIVE
TOOL SERIES

A STRATEgIc, VALuES-bASEd AppROAch fOR uRbAn pLAnnERS

pLAnnIng fOR  
cLIMATE chAngE

CITIES AND CLIMATE CHANGE INITIATIVE
TOOL SERIES

A STRATEGIC, VALUES-BASED APPROACH FOR URBAN PLANNERS

PLANNING FOR  
CLIMATE CHANGE

Toolkit

City Resilience Profiling 
Programme: Climate Action 
Enhancer

City Resilience Action Plan-
ning Tool (CityRAP Tool)

Law and Cli-
mate Change 
Toolkit

ACTION PLANNING TOOL
CITY RESILIENCE

 CityRAP Tool
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07 Advocacy

Concerted efforts and strategic cross-sectoral 
partnerships are necessary for combating 
climate change. UN-Habitat ROAS aims to 
capitalize on its experience and successful 
partnerships with local and national gov-
ernments in the region and collaborate with 
climate change stakeholders to support urban 
resilience, adaptation, and mitigation in the 
Arab region. Moreover, 

UN-Habitat intends to deliver the objectives 

IPCC Climate Report 
on Impacts, Adapta-
tion and Vulnerability, 
February 2022

Arab Forum for Sus-
tainable Develop-
ment (AFSD), March 
2022, Beirut Lebanon
MENA Climate 
Week, March 
2022, Dubai 
UAE 

IPCC Report on Mitigation of 
Climate Change, April 2022

Global Platform for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, May 2022, Bali Indonesia

Stockholm+50, June 
2022, Stockholm Sweden 

Bonn Climate Change 
Conference, June 2022, 
Bonn Germany

World Urban Forum 
eleventh edition (WUF11), 
June 2022, Katowice 
Poland 

IPCC 6th Assessment 
Report on Climate 
Change 2022, Sep-
tember 2022 

33rd session of the 
Council of Arab Ministers 
Responsible for the Envi-
ronment (CAMRE)

Urban October 
(World Habitat 
Day and World 
Cities Day) 2022

COP27, Novem-
ber 2022, Sharm 
Elsheikh Egypt

Arab Water Security for Peace and 
Sustainable Development, December 
2022, Dubai UAE

Urban October 
(World Habitat 
Day and World 
Cities Day) 2023

COP28, November 
2023, Dubai UAE 

World Urban 
Forum twelfth 
edition (WUF12), 
2024, Cairo Egypt

Urban October 
2024

4th Arab Sus-
tainable Devel-
opment Week, 
February 2022, 
Cairo Egypt

Financing the implementation of the 
Regional Climate Change Strategy 

Despite the increase in available finance for 
adaptation, the adaptation finance gap is 
still not closing. However, implementation of 
adaptation actions is increasing worldwide, 

of this strategy within the framework of One 
United Nations, in cooperation with all UN 
agencies concerned with climate action.

Through this strategy, UN-Habitat ROAS plans 
on strengthening existing partnerships and 
forging new ones with all climate change 
stakeholders including local communities, 
academia, and international and local NGOs 
and CSOs.

backed by the Adaptation Fund, the Green 
Climate Fund, the Global Environment Facility 
and bilateral public funding.

UN-Habitat will drive the development, im-
plementation and monitoring of programmes, 
projects and initiatives in conjunction with a 
wide range of esteemed partners and stake-

Key Events 2022-2025 

Launch of bike station in 
Tyre through City to City 
Partnership with Zurich 
Switzerland, Lebanon 
©UN-Habitat 2021



Climate Change Strategy for Arab States 2022 - 2025 | 25 

holders to ensure the successful implementa-
tion of the Regional Climate Change Strategy. 

The implementation leading to the achieve-
ment of the strategy outcomes is estimated 
at USD 100 million. UN-Habitat will capitalize 
on its experience in mobilizing climate finance 
through different financial mechanisms and 
partnering with climate investors, both public 

and private. UN-Habitat will also ensure ex-
panding resource mobilization to unconven-
tional funding sources, such as foundations, 
the private sector, emerging donor countries 
and blended finance, and strengthening joint 
programming with UN organizations and 
leveraging partnerships with local and region-
al government and other development actors 
and stakeholders.

Key Climate Action Partners and Donors in the Region 



A better quality of life for all 
in an urbanizing world

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN SETTLEMENTS PROGRAMME
P.O. Box 30030, Nairobi 00100, Kenya
unhabitat-info@un.org
www.unhabitat.org

@UNHABITAT


