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In many countries, the link between rural and urban areas is an increasingly
important area of focus for sustainable development plans. There is also
general agreement that any development of urban, peri-urban and rural areas
will be “integrated”. With increasing rates of urbanization, there is some urgency
to understanding the nature of urban-rural linkages on the ground, and how
the communities whose lives will be affected can be part of the development
process.

The Guiding Principles outlined here are based on the premise that urban
and rural areas should not be treated as separate entities when development
plans, policies and strategies are made. Rather, the aim is to harness the
potential that their combined synergy generates, so that everyone benefits
from the circular flow along the urban-rural continuum. A Framework for Action
is also provided that contains specific ways in which, for example, governance,
environmental protection, communication, budgets, investment and planning
could be approached in order to ensure all stakeholders are treated fairly and
equally.

All stakeholders involved in sustainable development, urbanization, rural
development, policy development, planning and integrated approaches to
these issues will find important and useful information in this guide.

Contact us

United Nations Human Settlemenwts Programme (UN-Habitat)
P.O. Box 30030, GPO Nairobi, 00100, Kenya

Telephone: +254 20 762 3477

unhabitat-updb-rmpu@un.org

UN@HABITAT www.unhabitat.org
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