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United Nations Office Nairobi

The United Nations Office at Nairobi was established with effect from 1 January 1996 as
a successor to the United Nations Common Services Unit at Nairobi and two separate
divisions of administration of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
and the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) . The objective
in establishing the Office was to strengthen the United Nations presence in Nairobi
and to achieve economies of scale. Under a memorandum of understanding and
specific service arrangements with UNEP and UN-Habitat, the Office provides them
with a full range of administrative and other support services. Under various
agreements with offices of other organizations of the United Nations system located in
Nairobi, the Office also administers common support services for those offices. The
Office also manages the United Nations facilities in Nairobi. The responsibilities of the

Office are set out in the Secretary-General’s bulletin on the organization of the United
Nations Office at Nairobi (ST/SGB/2009/3).

UNON is headed by a Director-General, at the Under-Secretary-General level, who
serves as the representative of the Secretary-General in Nairobi and performs
representation and liaison functions with permanent missions, the host-country and
other Governments, and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in
Nairobi, as well as other organizations of the United Nations system in Kenya.
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% DAS Statistics - 2017

Key Statistics Total UN-Habitat
Prepared financial statements $1,897m $350m
Annual Payments 41,200 12,900
Staff payrolled 2,000 230
Staff administered 2,200 230
*International staff administered 950 135
Consultancy contracts 650 140
Recruitment 240 40
Training 518 35
Travel (ticket processing) 10,100 3,750
Stores/ stock requisitions 137,300 19,700
Equipment (asset register) 67,700 30,000
Procurement actions 2,200 550
Common Services $34.6m $1m
Rent $11.5m $950,000
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1972 - Nairobi
ing establishment
UNEP HQ in Nairobi

===l 1975 - Government of Kenya
S (GOK) donated 100 acres in
Gigiri, and original 7 Blocks
(A-G) constructed as
temporary accommodations
for UNEP
1978 - UN-HABITAT established.
GOK donated additional 2
plots

2 1983/1985 - Additional 6
Blocks (M, N, P, R, S, T) and
Conference Center built

3 1992 - Additional 5 Blocks (Q ,
U, V, W, X) built

1996 - United Nations Office at
Nairobi (UNON) created as
central administration for
UNEP and UN-HABITAT

4 2008 - New Commissary and
CMMF constructed

5 2009/10 - New Office Facility
(Blocks 1-4) constructed
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